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Sunday of All Saints 
First Sunday After Pentecost 

29 May / 11 June 
	
Resurrection	Tropar,	Tone	8:	Thou	didst	descend	from	on	high,	O	Merciful	One!	/	
Thou	didst	endure	the	three-day	burial	/	to	free	us	from	our	sufferings!	/	O	Lord,	our	
Life	and	Resurrection,	glory	to	Thee.	
	
Tropar	Of	All	Saints,	Tone	4:	Adorned	in	the	blood	of	Thy	martyrs	throughout	all	
the	world,	as	in	purple	and	fine	linen.	Thy	Church,	through	them,	doth	cry	unto	Thee,	
O	Christ	God:	Send	down	Thy	compassions	upon	Thy	people;	grant	peace	to	Thy	flock	
and	to	our	souls	great	mercy.	
	
Kondak	Of	All		Saints,	Tone	8:	To	Thee,	the	Planner	of	creation,	the	world	doth	offer	
the	God-	bearing	martyrs	as	the	first	fruits	of	nature.	By	their	intercessions	preserve	
Thy	Church,	Thy	commonwealth,	in	profound	peace,	through	the	Theotokos,	O	
Greatly	merciful	One.	
	
God	is	glorified	in	the	Saints,	while	the	Saints	have	been	given	glory	by	God.						

St.	Silouan.	Wisdom	from	Mount	Athos.	B#73,	p.	61.	
	

Vespers:	Isa.	43:9-14,	Wisd.	3:1-9,	Wisd	5:15-6:3	
	

Matins	Gospel	I	

Epistle:	Heb.	11:33-12:2	

Brethren,	through	faith,	the	saints	subdued	kingdoms,	worked	righteousness,	obtained	promises,	stopped	the	mouths	of	lions,	
Quenched	the	violence	of	fire,	escaped	the	edge	of	the	sword,	out	of	weakness	were	made	strong,	became	valiant	in	battle,	
turned	to	flight	the	armies	of	the	aliens.	Women	received	their	dead	raised	to	life	again.	And	others	were	tortured,	not	
accepting	deliverance,	that	they	might	obtain	a	better	resurrection.	Still	others	had	trial	of	mockings	and	scourgings,	yes,	and	
of	chains	and	imprisonment.	They	were	stoned,	they	were	sawn	in	two,	were	tempted,	were	slain	with	the	sword.	They	
wandered	about	in	sheepskins	and	goatskins,	being	destitute,	afflicted,	tormented--	Of	whom	the	world	was	not	worthy.	They	
wandered	in	deserts	and	mountains,	in	dens	and	caves	of	the	earth.	And	all	these,	having	obtained	a	good	testimony	through	
faith,	did	not	receive	the	promise,	God	having	provided	something	better	for	us,	that	they	should	not	be	made	perfect	apart	
from	us.	Therefore	we	also,	since	we	are	surrounded	by	so	great	a	cloud	of	witnesses,	let	us	lay	aside	every	weight,	and	the	sin	
which	so	easily	ensnares	us,	and	let	us	run	with	endurance	the	race	that	is	set	before	us,	Looking	unto	Jesus,	the	author	and	
finisher	of	our	faith.	

WE	ARE	SURROUNDED	BY	SO	GREAT	A	CLOUD	OF	WITNESSES	
	
At	all	times,	indeed,	but	specially	when	I	reflect	upon	the	achievements	of	the	saints,	it	comes	over	me	to	feel	despondency	
concerning	my	own	condition,	because	we	have	not	even	in	dreams	experienced	the	things	among	which	those	men	spent	
their	whole	lives:	not	paying	the	penalty	of	sins,	always	doing	rightly	and	yet	always	afflicted	..	And	having	spoken	of	that	
which	befell	the	apostles	(Cf	I	Cor.	4:11,	II	Cor	11:	23-28,	12:7,	Phil.	1:12,	II	Tim.	3:11,	...	Elijah	suffered	the	same	thing	with	
them	(II	Kings	1:8)	and	the	Son	of	Man	(Matt.	8:20)	...For	God	has	provided	some	better	thing	for	us.	In	order	that	they	might	
not	seem	to	have	the	advantage	from	being	crowned	before	us,	He	appointed	one	time	for	crowning	for	all	...Do	you	see	His	
tender	carefulness?																																																																														

St.	John	Chrysostom.	Homily	XXVIII	on	Hebrews	Xl,	1,	2.	B#58,	pp.	491-492.	
	

Gospel:	Matt.	10:32-33,	37-38,	19:27-30	
	
Therefore	whoever	confesses	Me	before	men,	him	I	will	also	confess	before	My	Father	who	is	in	heaven.	But	whoever	denies	
Me	before	men,	him	I	will	also	deny	before	My	Father	who	is	in	heaven.	He	who	loves	father	or	mother	more	than	Me	is	not	
worthy	of	Me.	And	he	who	loves	son	or	daughter	more	than	Me	is	not	worthy	of	Me.	And	he	who	does	not	take	his	cross	and	
follow	after	Me	is	not	worthy	of	Me.	Then	Peter	answered	and	said	to	Him,	"See,	we	have	left	all	and	followed	You.	Therefore	
what	shall	we	have?"	So	Jesus	said	to	them,	"Assuredly	I	say	to	you,	that	in	the	regeneration,	when	the	Son	of	Man	sits	on	the	
throne	of	His	glory,	you	who	have	followed	Me	will	also	sit	on	twelve	thrones,	judging	the	twelve	tribes	of	Israel.	And	everyone	
who	has	left	houses	or	brothers	or	sisters	or	father	or	mother	or	wife	or	children	or	lands,	for	My	name's	sake,	shall	receive	a	
hundredfold,	and	inherit	eternal	life.	But	many	who	are	first	will	be	last,	and	the	last	first.			
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HE	WHO	DOES	NOT	TAKE	HIS	CROSS	AND	FOLLOW	AFTER	ME	IS	NOT	WORTHY	OF	ME	
	

Brothers	and	sisters!	Last	week	the	Holy	Church	placed	flowers	in	our	hands,	as	if	saying	to	us:	See	how	soulless	
nature	is	obedient	to	its	Creator.	Starting	with	the	days	of	Christmas,	the	earth	has	been	turning	toward	the	sun,	which	began	
to	bestow	upon	the	earth	its	life-giving	warmth.	And	nature	does	not	prove	itself	ungrateful	toward	its	Creator.	In	answer	to	
His	caress,	she	has	produced	this	glorious	beauty,	these	flowers,	and	further	on,	will	produce	fruits.	And	what	about	us?	In	
answer	to	the	spiritual	warmth	of	God’s	Grace,	so	abundantly	poured	out	on	us,	do	we	bring	to	our	Creator	spiritual	beauty,	
flowers,	fruits	of	virtues?	After	all,	He	became	Man	for	our	sake,	died	for	us,	rose	for	us,	ascended	into	Heaven	in	order	to	send	
down	to	us	His	Holy	Spirit.	And	what	about	us?	Is	not	this	beauty	of	nature	around	us	a	reproach	to	our	conscience?	Let	us	
answer	honestly.	Yes,	it	is.	But	more	than	this,	we	want	to	justify	our	negligence,	our	ingratitude.	The	commandments	of	Christ	
are	wonderful,	we	say;	and	if	people	would	begin	to	fulfill	them,	then	the	whole	earth	would	be	transformed	into	a	wonderful	
divine	garden.	But	is	this	possible	for	weak	human	strength?	And	here	this	Sunday,	the	Sunday	of	All	the	Saints,	answers	this	
question	loudly	so	that	the	whole	world	hears:	Yes,	it	is	possible.	

All	the	saints	being	remembered	today	followed	the	example	of	Christ.	And	all	of	them	in	their	time,	in	their	
circumstances	of	life,	fulfilled	God’s	commandment	of	love	of	God	and	neighbour.	Occasionally	their	times	were	difficult,	
maybe	more	difficult	than	ours;	and	not	infrequently	their	circumstances	in	life	were	more	dangerous	in	spiritual	terms,	and	
often	in	worldly	terms	were	worse	than	ours.	But	they	still	proceeded,	struggled,	and	reached	the	abodes	on	high	where	they	
now	triumph.	

Just	look	at	the	murals	of	our	church	and	you	will	see	them:	martyrs,	confessors,	ascetics,	fools	for	Christ,	educated	
people,	simple	people,	rich,	poor,	bishops,	monastics,	lay	people.	This	is	the	Heavenly	Church.	She	is	all-embracing,	and	she	is	
filled	up	by	the	earthly,	Militant	Church.	There	is	room	for	each	of	us	there.	This	is	what	today’s	Apostle	reading	tells	us:	
“Wherefore	seeing	we	also	are	compassed	about	with	so	great	a	cloud	of	witnesses,	let	us	lay	aside	every	weight,	and	the	sin	
which	doth	so	easily	beset	us,	and	let	us	run	with	patience	the	race	that	is	set	before	us,	looking	unto	Jesus	the	author	and	
finisher	of	our	faith”	(Heb	.12:1-2).	Just	think:	all	of	these	saints	were	live	people	like	us.	And	like	us,	all	of	them	were	different	
people;	and	their	paths	were	different.	But	all	of	them,	absolutely	all,	had	three	qualities	which	they	all	possessed	identically.	
These	qualities	are	pointed	out	to	us	in	today’s	Gospel.	They	are	obligatory	for	everyone,	and	this	means	for	us,	too;	we	cannot	
escape	them.	Here	they	are:	“Whosoever	therefore	shall	confess	Me	before	men,	him	will	I	confess	also	before	My	Father,	
which	is	in	heaven”	(Mt.	10:32).	This	is	the	first	thing.	Don’t	you	feel,	brothers,	how	important	this	is	for	us	modern-day	
people?	Why,	the	whole	world	around	us	as	if	asks	us:	“Are	you	Christian	or	one	of	ours?”	We	cannot	leave	this	question	
unanswered.	In	our	speech,	our	actions,	our	thoughts	and	feelings	(for	our	feelings	are	somehow	passed	on	to	the	others),	we	
must	answer	loud	and	firm	“Yes,	I	am	a	Christian!”	

Here	is	the	second:	“He	that	loveth	father	or	mother	more	than	Me	is	not	worthy	of	Me:	and	he	that	loveth	son	or	
daughter	more	than	Me,	is	not	worthy	of	Me”	(Mt.10:37).	Here	and	now,	the	Lord	demands	from	you	and	me	this	all-
consuming	love—to	love	Him	more	than	everyone	and	everything.	And	only	through	this	love	for	Him	will	we	really	be	able	to	
love	our	relatives,	strangers,	and	even	our	enemies.	
Finally	the	third:	“And	he	that	taketh	not	his	cross,	and	followeth	after	Me,	is	not	worthy	of	Me”	(Mt.10:38).	This	instance	does	
not	even	require	explanation.	Each	of	us	has	his	own	sorrows	and	difficulties	in	life;	they	are	personal	for	each	of	us.	It	is	
difficult,	burdensome,	but	such	is	our	life;	and	this	means,	such	is	the	Will	of	God	for	us.	

Let	us	thank	the	Lord	even	for	this	cross!	Without	it	we	cannot	be	saved.	And	the	Lord	wants	all	of	us	to	be	saved,	and	
to	be	united	into	one	Triumph	with	all	the	Saints,	whom	we	are	glorifying	today.																																																																											

The	One	Thing	Needful	-	Archbishop	Andrei	
	

Saints	of	the	Week	
Apostles	Fast	Begins	Monday	through	to	12th	of	July	

	
May	29	/	June	11	—	Commemoration	of	the	First	Ecumenical	Council	-	the	Commemoration	and	eulogy	of	the	holy	fathers	
of	the	First	Ecumenical	Council,	which	was	held	in	Nicaea	in	325	in	the	reign	of	Constantine	the	Great—held	during	the	week	
before	Pentecost,	or	the	seventh	week	after	Easter.	It	was	summoned	to	remove	the	confusion	which	Arius,	an	Alexandrian	
priest,	had	created	by	his	false	teaching.	He	had	been	spreading	the	teaching	that	Christ	was	created	from	God	in	time,	and	
that	He	is	not	the	pre-eternal	Son	of	God,	equal	in	being	with	God	the	Father.	Three	hundred	and	eighteen	holy	fathers	took	
part	in	this	Council.	It	condemned	the	Arian	teaching,	and	anathematised	Arius	when	he	would	not	repent.	This	Council	also	
definitively	confirmed	the	Symbol	of	Faith	(the	Creed)	which	was	later	amplified	at	the	Second	Ecumenical	Council.	Many	
bishops	were	present	at	the	First	Ecumenical	Council,	among	whom	the	following	stood	out:	St	Nicolas	of	Myra	in	Lycia,	St	
Spiridon,	St	Athanasius,	St	Acillius,	St	Paphnutius,	St	James	of	Nisibis,	Macarius	of	Jerusalem,	Alexander	of	Alexandria,	
Eustathius	of	Antioch,	Eusebius	of	Caesarea,	Mitrophanes	of	Constantinople,	John	of	Persia,	Aristarchus	of	Armenia	and	many	
others	from	the	East.	And	from	the	West:	Hosius	of	Cordova,	Theophilus	the	Goth,	Cecilianus	of	Carthage,	and	others.	The	most	
important	work	of	this	Council	was	the	confirmation	of	the	Symbol	of	Faith.	The	Council	also	confirmed	the	time	of	the	
celebration	of	Easter,	and	prescribed	twenty	Canons.																																																																																																																																																																																																													
The	Holy	Martyr	Theodosia	of	Tyre	-	One	day	during	the	reign	of	the	Emperor	Maximian,	many	Christians	were	standing	
bound	before	the	Praetor	in	Palestinian	Caesarea.	The	pious	virgin	Theodosia	came	to	comfort	them	and	encourage	them	in	
their	death	by	martyrdom.	The	soldiers	heard	her	words	and	brought	her	also	before	the	judge.	The	enraged	judge	ordered	
that	a	stone	be	tied	round	her	neck	and	that	she	be	cast	into	the	deep.	But	angels	carried	her	up	onto	the	shore	alive.	When	she	
appeared	before	the	judge	again,	he	gave	orders	to	have	her	beheaded.	The	following	night,	Theodosia	appeared	to	her	
parents	in	the	brightest	heavenly	light,	surrounded	by	many	other	virgins,	and	said:	'Do	you	see	how	great	is	the	glory	and	
grace	of	my	Christ,	of	which	you	wished	to	deprive	me?'	She	spoke	thus	to	her	parents	because	they	had	turned	back	from	
confessing	Christ	and	from	martyrdom.	She	suffered	with	honour	and	was	glorified	in	the	year	308;		
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Our	Holy	Mother,	the	Martyr	Theodosia	-	born	as	the	result	of	the	prayers	of	her	mother	to	the	holy	martyr	Anastasia	who	
appeared	to	her	and	said	that	she	will	give	birth.	Her	parents	dedicated	her	to	God	and	at	an	early	age	presented	her	to	a	
convent.	After	the	death	of	her	parents,	Theodosia	inherited	a	vast	estate,	and	from	that	estate,	she	ordered	three	icons	from	a	
goldsmith:	The	Savior,	The	Mother	of	God	[The	Theotokos]	and	St.	Anastasia.	The	rest	she	distributed	to	the	poor.	She	suffered	
in	the	year	730	A.D.	during	the	reign	of	the	evil	Emperor	Leo	the	Isaurian,	the	iconoclast,	and	received	a	two-fold	wreath:	
virginity	and	martyrdom;	St	Alexander,	Bishop	of	Alexandria;	St	John	the	Fool	for	Christ	of	Ustiug;	The	Holy	Martyr	Nannus	
(John)	of	Salonica;	The	Holy	Martyr	Andrew	of	Chios;	The	Fall-of	Constantinople.	
	
May	30	/	June	12	—	Our	Holy	Father	Isaac	the	Confessor	-	in	the	time	of	the	Emperor	Valens,	the	Arians	persecuted	
Orthodoxy	fiercely	with	the	Emperor's	encouragement.	Isaac,	a	hermit	somewhere	in	the	East,	heard	of	the	persecution,	left	
his	desert	and	went	to	Constantinople	to	encourage	the	faithful	and	denounce	the	heretics.	Valens	arrived	in	the	north	at	that	
very	time	with	his	army,	to	meet	the	Goths	who	had	come	down	from	the	Danube	into	Thrace.	Isaac	went	out	and	stood	before	
him,	saying:	'Open	the	churches	to	those	of	the	true	Faith,	O	Emperor,	and	God	will	bless	thy	path',	but	the	Emperor	turned	a	
deaf	ear	to	the	elder	and	went	on	his	way.	Isaac	spoke	out	before	the	Emperor	on	the	next	day	also,	repeating	his	warning,	and	
the	Emperor	almost	hearkened	to	him,	but	one	of	his	advisors,	a	follower	of	the	Arian	heresy,	thwarted	him.	Isaac	spoke	
before	the	Emperor	again	on	the	third	day,	seizing	the	Emperor's	horse	by	the	reins	and	pleading	with	him	to	grant	freedom	
to	the	Church	of	God	and	to	escape	divine	punishment	by	acceding	to	his	request.	The	enraged	Emperor	ordered	that	the	elder	
be	thrown	into	a	waste	place	full	of	thorns	and	mud,	but	three	angels	appeared	and	pulled	him	out	of	the	swamp.	St	Isaac	
appeared	before	the	Emperor	on	the	fourth	day,	and	foretold	a	terrible	death	if	he	did	not	give	the	Orthodox	freedom:	'I	tell	
thee,	my	Emperor,	that	thou	shalt	lead	thy	troops	out	upon	the	barbarians,	but	thou	shalt	not	be	able	to	withstand	them.	Thou	
shalt	flee	before	them,	but	shalt	thyself	be	taken	captive	and	burned	alive.'	And	so	it	all	came	to	pass.	The	barbarians	mowed	
the	Greek	force	down	like	grass,	and	the	Emperor	fled	with	his	Arian	counsellor,	and	hid	in	a	hamper.	The	barbarians	arrived	
at	the	spot	and	realised	where	the	Emperor	was	hiding.	They	surrounded	the	hamper	and	set	fire	to	it,	burning	both	the	
Emperor	and	his	counsellor.	The	Emperor	Theodosius	the	Great	then	came	to	the	throne.	He	heard	of	Isaac	and	of	the	
prophecy	that	had	been	fulfilled,	and,	sending	for	him,	prostrated	himself	before	him.	And	so	peace	came	to	reign	in	the	
Church	and	the	Arians	were	banished.	Isaac	desired	to	return	to	his	desert,	but	he	was	persuaded	to	remain	in	Constantinople.	
A	certain	influential	citizen,	Saturninus,	built	him	a	monastery	where	the	elder	laboured	in	asceticism	until	his	death,	
performing	many	wonders.	The	community	overflowed	with	monks	and	became	a	great	monastery.	Before	his	death,	Isaac	
appointed	a	pupil	of	his,	Dalmatus	(after	whom	the	monastery	was	later	named),	as	abbot.	The	elder	Isaac,	who	had	found	
such	favour	with	God,	entered	into	eternity	in	the	year	383,	to	rejoice	forever	in	the	vision	of	the	face	of	God.;		
St	Macrina	-	the	grandmother	of	St.	Basil	the	Great.	She	was	wonderful	in	mind	and	in	her	piety.	She	was	a	disciple	of	St.	
Gregory	Neo-Caesarea	the	miracle	worker.	During	the	reign	of	Diocletian,	Macrina	abandoned	her	home	and,	with	her	
husband	Basil,	hid	themselves	in	the	forests	and	wilderness.	Their	property	was	confiscated	but	they	did	not	grieve	over	it.	
Deprived	of	everything	except	their	love	for	God,	they	settled	in	a	primeval	forest	where	they	spent	seven	years.	By	God'	
providence,	goats	descended	from	the	mountains	and	offered	themselves	to	them	and	so	they	were	nourished.	They	both	died	
peacefully	in	the	fourth	century	following	great	suffering	for	the	Faith	of	Christ.	
	
	
	
May	31	/	June	13	—	The	Holy	Apostle	Hermes	-	one	of	the	Seventy,	he	is	mentioned	in	the	Epistle	of	St	Paul	to	the	Romans	
(16:14).	A	Greek	by	birth,	he	spent	a	long	time	in	Rome.	He	was	bishop	in	Philippoupolis,	and	finished	his	life	a	martyr.	He	
compiled	the	very	instructive	book	'The	Shepherd'	through	revelations	from	the	angels	of	God.	Hermes	was	a	rich	man,	but	fell	
into	extreme	poverty	through	his	own	sins	and	those	of	his	sons.	A	man	appeared	to	him,	clad	in	white	and	with	a	staff	in	his	
hand,	and	told	him	that	he	was	the	angel	of	repentance,	sent	to	him	before	the	end	of	his	life.	The	angel	gave	him	twelve	
commandments:	1.	To	believe	in	God.	2.	To	live	in	simplicity	and	innocence.	3.	To	love	truth	and	flee	from	falsehood.	4.	To	
guard	his	thoughts	in	chastity.	5.	To	learn	patience	and	magnanimity	of	soul.	6.	To	know	that	a	good	and	an	evil	spirit	attend	
every	man.	7.	To	fear	God,	but	not	the	devil.	8.	To	perform	every	good	deed	and	to	restrain	himself	from	every	evil	one.	9.	To	
pray	to	God	in	faith	from	the	depths	of	his	heart,	so	that	his	prayer	might	be	heard.	10.	To	preserve	himself	from	melancholy,	
the	daughter	of	doubt,	and	from	anger.	11.	To	try	true	and	false	prophecies.	12.	To	preserve	himself	from	every	evil	desire;	
The	Holy	Martyr	Hermeas	-	Hermeas	grew	old	as	an	imperial	soldier	and	in	his	old	age	suffered	for	Christ	the	King.	Since	the	
evil	judge	tried	in	vain	to	dissuade	him	from	the	Faith	of	Christ	and	counseling	him	to	offer	sacrifices	to	the	idols,	the	judge	
then	gave	orders	that	his	teeth	be	knocked	out	with	a	stone	and	the	skin	peeled	from	his	face	with	a	knife.	After	that	they	
threw	him	into	a	fiery	furnace	but,	by	the	Grace	of	God,	he	was	saved	and	stood	up.	Following	that,	by	order	of	the	judge	he	
drank	a	bitter	poison	which	was	given	to	him	by	a	magician,	but	the	poison	did	him	no	harm.	Witnessing	this,	the	magician	
was	so	amazed	that	he	openly	confessed	Christ	for	which	he	was	immediately	beheaded.	Afterwards,	they	gouged	out	both	of	
Hermeas'	eyes	but	he	did	not	grieve	and	cried	out	to	the	judge:	"Take	for	yourself	these	bodily	eyes	that	gaze	upon	the	vanity	
of	the	world.	I	have	eyes	of	the	heart	by	which	I	clearly	see	the	light	of	the	truth."	He	was	hung	then	by	the	feet	upside	down	
and	those	who	did	this	to	him	were	blinded	and	staggered	around	him.	St.	Hermeas	beckoned	them	to	come	to	him,	laid	his	
hands	on	them	and,	by	prayer	to	the	Lord,	restored	their	sight.	Witnessing	all	of	this,	the	judge	became	as	enraged	as	a	lion,	
drew	a	knife	and	severed	the	head	of	this	godly-man.	Christians	secretly	removed	the	body	of	Hermeas	and	honorably	buried	
it.	His	relics	gave	healing	to	all	the	sick	and	to	the	afflicted.	St.	Hermeas	suffered	in	the	year	166	A.D.,	during	the	reign	of	
Emperor	Antoninus;	
The	Holy	Martyr	Philosophus	-	This	martyr	of	Christ	was	born	in	the	vicinity	of	Alexandria.	During	the	time	of	the	
persecution	of	Christians,	St.	Philosophus	did	not	want	to	deny	Christ	the	Lord	before	the	pagan	princes	and	judges.	For	that,	
the	pagans	subjected	him	to	violent	tortures.	Since	he	was	tortured	in	various	ways,	they	finally	placed	him	on	a	soft	bed,	tied	
his	legs	and	hands	and	permitted	an	immoral	woman	to	come	to	him	and	to	lure	him	into	sin.	When	St.	Philosophus	sensed	
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that	the	sin	of	passion	was	being	aroused	in	him	from	the	touch	of	the	woman's	hand,	he	placed	his	tongue	between	his	teeth,	
bit	if	off	and	spit	it	in	the	face	of	the	depraved	one.	Because	of	that,	the	passion	subsided	in	him	and	the	immoral	woman	was	
so	horrified	that	she	immediately	fled	from	him.	He	was	beheaded	after	that	about	the	year	252	A.D.	in	his	youth	and	took	up	
habitation	in	the	kingdom	of	eternal	youth.	
	
1	/	14	June	—	The	Holy	Martyr	Justin	the	Philosopher	-	He	was	born	of	Greek	parents	in	the	Samaritan	town	of	Shechem	
(formerly	called	Nablus),	about	a	hundred	and	five	years	after	Christ.	He	sought	wisdom	and	philosophy	with	his	whole	heart,	
first	with	the	Stoics,	then	with	the	Peripatetics,	the	Pythagoreans	and	finally	with	the	Platonists.	Although	Platonic	philosophy	
did	not	content	him,	it	held	him	the	longest,	until	he	found	something	higher	to	attract	him.	By	God's	providence,	he	
encountered	a	remarkable	old	man	who	began	to	undermine	his	Platonic	philosophy,	reminding	him	that	a	man	cannot	fully	
know	the	truth	about	God	till	God	reveals	it	to	him,	and	telling	him	that	God	had	revealed	the	truth	about	Himself	in	the	books	
of	Holy	Scripture.	Justin	began	to	read	the	Scriptures,	and	became	an	utterly	convinced	Christian,	but	he	would	not	be	
baptised	or	call	himself	a	Christian	until	he	had	convinced	himself	of	the	falseness	of	the	accusations	that	pagans	found	to	
bring	against	Christians.	Going	to	Rome	for	a	philosophical	gathering,	he	quickly	gained	much	respect	there,	and	many	
followers.	He	witnessed	the	martyrdom	of	St	Ptolemy	and	St	Lucian,	and,	seeing	the	tortures	of	these	innocent	Christians,	
wrote	an	Apologia	for	Christians	and	Christian	teaching	and	gave	it	to	the	Emperor	Antoninus	and	the	Senate.	The	Emperor	
read	it	carefully	and	ordered	that	the	persecution	of	Christians	cease.	Justin	took	a	copy	of	the	Emperor's	decree	and	went	off	
to	Asia,	where	he	saved	many	persecuted	Christians	by	its	aid.	After	that,	he	returned	again	to	Rome.	When	a	persecution	
arose	under	the	Emperor	Marcus	Aurelius,	he	wrote	a	second	Apologia	and	addressed	it	to	the	Emperor.	Some	disreputable	
philosopher,	Crescens,	a	Cynic,	denounced	him	as	a	Christian	because	Justin	was	getting	the	better	of	him	in	every	dispute,	and	
Justin	was	thrown	into	prison.	Desiring	his	death,	and	fearing	that	judgement	would	not	be	given	against	him,	Crescens	took	
the	opportunity	to	administer	poison	to	him	in	the	prison.	Thus	this	great	defender	of	the	Christian	faith	finished	his	earthly	
course	and	went	to	the	blessedness	of	eternity,	in	the	year	166.	The	Holy	Martyrs	Justin,	Chariton,	Charity,	Euelepistus,	Hierax,	
Peon,	Liverianus	and	Justus.		
Our	Holy	Father	Agapitus	of	the	Kiev	Caves	-	a	doctor	who	practiced	medicine	by	using	natural	remedies.	He	was	a	disciple	
of	St.	Anthony	of	the	Caves.	He	cured	people	through	prayer	and	by	giving	them	vegetables	from	which	he	prepared	bread	for	
himself.	In	this	manner	he	cured	Prince	Vladimir	Monomachus	for	which	Agapitus	became	known	throughout.	Being	envious	
of	this	the	prince's	physician,	an	Armenian,	began	to	slander	Agapitus.	When	Agapitus	became	ill,	the	Armenian	came	to	him	
and	looking	at	him	said	that	he	[Agapitus]	would	die	within	three	days	and	that	if	he	[Agapitus]	did	not	die,	he	[the	Armenian	
physician]	would	become	a	monk.	Agapitus	said	that	it	had	been	revealed	to	him	by	the	Lord	that	he	would	not	die	within	
three	days	but	within	three	months.	And	so	it	happened.	After	the	death	of	Agapitus,	the	Armenian	came	to	the	Abbot	of	the	
Caves	and	begged	him	to	tonsure	him	a	monk	for,	he	said,	Agapitus	appeared	to	him	from	the	other	world	and	reminded	him	
of	his	promise.	Thus,	the	once	envious	one	became	a	humble	monk	by	the	Providence	of	God	Who	wishes	that	all	men	be	
saved.	St.	Agapitus	died	about	the	year	1095	A.D.	
	
2	/	15	June	—-	St	Nicephorus	the	Confessor	-		a	nobleman	of	Constantinople.	His	father	Theodore,	a	wealthy	and	devout	
man,	was	a	high-ranking	official	at	the	Emperor's	court.	Nicephorus	served	several	years	at	court	in	the	same	capacity	as	his	
father	but	then,	seeing	all	the	vanity	of	the	world,	he	withdrew	to	the	shore	of	the	Bosphorus	and	built	a	monastery	there.	This	
monastery	rapidly	became	filled	with	monks	and	he	administered	it;	not,	however,	himself	becoming	a	monk	from	a	
conviction	of	his	unworthiness.	He	was,	in	this,	an	example	to	all.	He	had	earlier,	as	a	layman,	taken	part	in	the	Seventh	
Ecumenical	Council,	at	the	request	of	the	Emperor	and	the	Patriarch,	and	was	of	great	assistance	there	with	his	intimate	
knowledge	of	Holy	Scripture.	When	Patriarch	Tarasius	died,	Nicephorus,	much	against	his	will,	was	chosen	to	succeed	him.	He	
was	immediately	professed	a	monk	and	received	the	priestly	orders	in	succession,	being	enthroned	as	Patriarch	in	St	Sophia's	
in	806.	This	was	in	the	time	of	the	Emperor	Nicephorus,	who	went	off	to	war	against	the	Bulgars	very	shortly	after	this	and	
was	killed	in	battle	there.	His	son	Stauracius	reigned	for	only	two	months	before	he	died.	After	this,	the	good	Emperor	
Michael,	called	Rangabe,	came	to	the	throne,	but	he	reigned	only	two	years	before	Leo	the	Armenian	attacked	him	and	drove	
him	into	exile.	When	this	Emperor	began	his	reign,	the	Patriarch	sent	him	a	book	on	the	Confession	of	the	Orthodox	faith	for	
him	to	sign	(this	being	according	to	the	custom	obtaining	for	all	Byzantine	Emperors,	who	were	regarded	as	sworn	to	uphold	
and	defend	the	true	Faith).	The	Emperor	did	not	sign	it,	but	set	it	aside	until	his	coronation.	When	the	Patriarch	crowned	him,	
he	still	refused	to	sign	the	book,	and	revealed	himself	to	be	an	iconoclast	heretic.	The	Patriarch	attempted	to	remonstrate	with	
him	and	bring	him	back	to	the	true	Faith,	but	in	vain.	The	Emperor	exiled	him	by	force	to	the	island	of	Proconnesus,	where	he	
spent	several	years	in	want	and	privation	before	going	to	eternity	in	the	year	829.	He	governed	the	Church	as	Patriarch	for	
nine	years.	The	Holy	New	Martyr	Constantine;	
The	Holy	Martyr	John	the	New	of	Sochava	-	A	nobleman	of	Trebizond,	he	was	denounced	by	some	envious	Latin	and	
suffered	for	Christ	in	the	town	of	Akerman.	After	being	tortured	for	not	accepting	the	Persian	religion	(for	the	governor	of	the	
town	was	of	that	faith),	St	John	was	tied	to	a	horse's	legs	and	dragged	round	the	town.	Some	wicked	Jews,	seeing	him	thus,	ran	
up	and	butchered	him.	That	night,	a	burning	column	was	seen	by	many	people	above	his	body,	and	three	men	bathed	in	light	
standing	around	it.	Later	the	Moldavian	commander,	Joalexander,	took	his	honoured	body	and	buried	it	in	the	metropolitical	
church,	where	it	remains	to	this	day	and	miraculously	saves	men	from	various	pains	and	sicknesses.	He	suffered	with	honour	
and	was	glorified	on	June	2nd,1492;	The	Hieromartyr	Erazmo	of	Ochrid.	
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3	/	16	June	—	Holy	Martyr	Lucillian	and	those	with	him:	Claudius,	Hypatius,	Paul,	Dionysius	and	the	Virgin	Paula	-	
Lucillian	grew	to	old	age	as	a	pagan	priest.	Only	as	a	grizzled	old	man	did	he	learn	the	truth	of	Christianity	and	receive	
baptism.	His	conversion	to	Christianity	caused	great	excitement	among	the	pagans	of	Nicomedia,	and	he	was	brought	to	trial	
for	refusing	to	deny	his	new	faith.	He	was	harshly	whipped	and,	all	black	and	blue,	thrown	into	prison.	In	the	prison	were	four	
young	men:	Claudius,	Hypatius,	Paul	and	Dionysius,	who	had	likewise	been	imprisoned	for	the	Faith.	The	old	man	rejoiced	in	
the	company	of	these	young	men,	and	they	in	his,	and	they	spent	their	time	together	in	spiritual	converse,	prayer	and	the	
singing	of	psalms.	When	they	were	taken	from	the	prison,	they	were	tortured	in	various	ways	and	then	taken	to	Byzantium,	
where	the	young	men	were	beheaded	with	the	sword	by	the	soldiers,	and	Lucillian	crucified	by	the	Jews.	The	wicked	Jews	
pierced	his	body	all	over	with	nails.	A	maiden,	Paula,	openly	took	the	martyrs'	bodies	and	gave	them	burial.	She	was	
denounced	for	this	and,	after	torture,	was	beheaded,	receiving	a	twofold	wreath:	of	virginity	and	of	martyrdom.	Their	
martyrdom	took	place	in	the	time	of	the	Emperor	Aurelian,	between	270	and	275.	The	Hieromartyr	Lucian;	The	Holy	Martyr	
Dimitri,	Tsarevitch	of	Russia;		
St.	Kevin	-	Abbot	of	Glendalough,	Ireland,	b.	about	498,	the	date	being	very	obscure;	d.	3	June,	618;	son	of	Coemlog	and	
Coemell.	His	name	signifies	fair-begotten.	He	was	baptized	by	St.	Cronan	and	educated	by	St.	Petroc,	a	Briton.	From	his	twelfth	
year	he	studied	under	monks,	and	eventually	embraced	the	monastic	state.	Subsequently	he	founded	the	famous	monastery	of	
Glendalough	(the	Valley	of	the	Two	Lakes),	the	parent	of	several	other	monastic	foundations.	After	visiting	Sts.	Columba,	
Comgall,	and	Cannich	at	Usneach	(Usny	Hill)	in	Westmeath,	he	proceeded	to	Clonmacnoise,	where	St.	Cieran	had	died	three	
days	before,	in	544.	Having	firmly	established	his	community,	he	retired	into	solitude	for	four	years,	and	only	returned	to	
Glendalough	at	the	earnest	entreaty	of	his	monks.	He	belonged	to	the	second	order	of	Irish	saints	and	probably	was	never	a	
bishop.	So	numerous	were	his	followers	that	Glendalough	became	a	veritable	city	in	the	desert.	His	festival	is	kept	throughout	
Ireland.	St.	Kevin's	house	and	St.	Kevin's	bed	of	rock	are	still	to	be	seen:	and	the	Seven	Churches	of	Glendalough	have	for	
centuries	been	visited	by	pilgrims.	
 
4	/	17	June	—	Metrophanes	of	Constantinople	-	His	father	Dometius,	brother	of	the	Roman	Emperor	Probus,	fled	from	
Rome	as	a	Christian	during	a	persecution	and	went	to	Byzantium.	The	Bishop	of	Byzantium,	Titus,	ordained	Dometius	priest	
and,	after	Titus's	death,	Dometius	became	Bishop	of	Byzantium.	After	Dometius's	death,	his	elder	son	Probus	occupied	the	
episcopal	throne	(Dometius	had	children	from	his	earlier,	pagan	days),	and	Metrophanes	succeeded	him	on	his	death.	When	
the	Emperor	Constantine	first	set	eyes	on	Metrophanes,	he	loved	him	as	a	father.	At	the	time	of	the	First	Ecumenical	Council,	
Metrophanes	was	a	very	old	man	and,	being	unable	to	take	a	full	part	in	the	Council's	deliberations,	appointed	his	assistant	
bishop,	Alexander,	as	his	representative.	The	Emperor	had	Metrophanes	raised	to	the	rank	of	Patriarch	by	the	Council,	and	he	
thus	became	the	first	Patriarch	of	Constantinople.	The	Emperor	further	invited	the	whole	Council	to	visit	the	sick	and	aged	
hierarch.	When	the	Emperor	asked	him	who	he	wished	to	succeed	him	on	the	patriarchal	throne,	Metrophanes	named	
Alexander	of	Alexandria,	after	which	he	said	to	him:	'My	brother,	you	are	my	chosen	successor!'	He	also	took	Archdeacon	
Athanasius	(later	Athanasius	the	Great,	Patriarch	of	Alexandria)	by	the	hand	and	praised	him	before	them	all.	After	this	
prophetic	act,	he	took	leave	of	them	all	and,	ten	days	later,	gave	his	soul	to	God,	in	325.	The	Holy	Martyr	Concordius;	The	Holy	
Martyrs	Frontasius,	Severinus,	Severian	and	Silanus;	Our	Holy	Father	Zossima,	Bishop	of	New	Babylon;	The	Hieromartyr	
Astius,	Bishop	of	Dyrrachium;	Ss	Martha	and	Mary,	the	Sisters	of	Lazarus;		
New	Martyr	Archbishop	Andonicus	of	Perm	-	an	outspoken	critic	of	the	Communist	decree	which	ordered	the	separation	of	Church	and	
State.	Upon	reading	the	Moscow	Overland	Assembly's	instructions	on	the	matter,	Archbishop	Andronicus	ordered	his	archdeacon	to	
anathematize	the	Communists.	The	Archbishop	was	arrested,	shot	by	two	members	of	the	Perm	CHEKA,	then	buried	on	the	road	from	Perm	
to	Motoviliha.	Bishop	Theophanes,	an	assistant	to	Archbishop	Andronicus,	was	also	arrested	about	this	time.	He	was	then	drowned	in	the	
River	Kama.	When	they	learned	of	the	execution	of	the	Perm	bishops,	the	Moscow	Church	Assembly	sent	a	special	commission,	headed	by	
Bishop	Basil	of	Chernigov,	to	investigate	their	murder.	The	Communists,	however,	took	steps	to	conceal	the	facts	from	the	investigators.	As	
the	members	of	the	commission	were	on	their	way	back	to	Moscow,	their	train	was	attacked	by	Red	soldiers	somewhere	between	Perm	and	
Viatka.	Bishop	Basil	and	the	others	were	killed,	and	their	bodies	were	thrown	from	the	coach.	The	bodies	were	buried	by	peasants,	but	were	
later	dug	up	and	burned	by	the	Communists	when	pilgrims	began	flocking	to	the	graves;																																																																																																																																									
New	Martyr	Basil	of	Chernigov,	and	those	with	them	(1918)	-	Archbishop	Basil	(Bogoyavlensky)	was	born	on	February	1,	1867,	into	the	
family	of	a	priest	in	Tambov	diocese.	Brought	up	in	strict	church	piety,	Basil	was	filled	from	early	childhood	with	love	for	the	Church	and	his	
earthly	homeland,	and	for	that	reason,	on	attaining	adulthood,	he	never	had	any	hesitation	in	following	in	the	steps	of	his	father	and	
devoting	himself	to	the	service	of	the	Church.	In	1888	he	finished	his	studies	at	Tambov	seminary,	and	in	the	same	year	was	ordained	to	the	
diaconate.	Two	years	later,	on	March	11,	he	was	ordained	to	the	priesthood	and	appointed	to	serve	in	the	church	of	the	village	of	Ovsyanki,	
Kirsanvosky	uyezd,	Tambov	province.	The	incurable	illness	of	his	wife	forced	Fr.	Basil	to	think	of	other	conditions	of	service	to	the	Holy	
Church.	In	1896	he	entered	the	Kazan	Theological	Academy,	where	he	became	friendly	with	the	rector,	Bishop	Anthony	(Khrapovitsky).	In	
1900	Fr.	Basil	graduated	from	the	academy,	and	accepted	the	suggestion	of	his	abba	that	he	stay	on	to	serve	as	a	teacher	there.	After	the	
death	of	his	wife,	Fr.	Basil	took	the	advice	of	Bishop	Anthony	and	entered	the	Holy	Trinity	Alexander	Nevsky	Lavra,	where	on	August	14,	
1908	he	was	tonsured	into	monasticism.	On	October	15	of	the	same	year	he	was	appointed	rector	of	the	Chernigov	theological	seminary	
with	promotion	to	the	rank	of	archimandrite.	On	July	26,	1909	(May	12,	1911,	according	to	another	source),	he	was	consecrated	Bishop	of	
Sumsk,	a	vicariate	of	the	Kharkov	diocese,	in	St.	Petersburg.	On	March	4,	1911,	he	was	transferred	to	the	see	of	Novgorod-Seversk,	a	
vicariate	of	the	Chernigov	diocese,	and	on	May	12	-	to	the	see	of	Chernigov	and	Nezhin.	Bishop	Basil's	period	of	service	in	Chernigov	was	
marked	by	the	successful	completion	of	many	projects:	the	construction	of	two	large	houses	for	pilgrims	coming	to	venerate	the	relics	of	St.	
Theodosius,	and	a	sanatorium	for	the	students	at	the	seminary;	the	opening	of	the	second	women's	school	in	the	diocese	with	funds	given	
from	the	state	treasury	by	Tsar	Nicholas;	a	large	increase	in	the	sphere	of	activity	of	the	Orthodox	Brotherhood	of	St.	Michael,	Prince	of	
Chernigov;	the	publication	of	the	journal	Faith	and	Life	by	the	same	Brotherhood	(in	1912);	the	creation	in	Chernigov	of	a	yedinovertsy	
deanery	in	whose	administration	were	numbered	twelve	churches.	Vladyka	also	devoted	much	attention	to	charitable	work,	supporting	the	
existing	charitable	institutions	and	organizing	the	collection	of	alms	for	the	starving	peasants	of	the	eastern	provinces	during	years	of	bad	
harvests.	On	July	6,	1916	he	was	appointed	president	of	the	Publishing	Council	attached	to	the	Holy	Synod.	On	October	5,	1916,	in	
recognition	of	his	services	to	the	diocese,	Vladyka	was	raised	to	the	rank	of	Archbishop	of	Chernigov	and	Nezhin.	On	May	6/19,	1917	he	was	
retired,	and	was	appointed	administrator	of	the	Nikolayevsky	Terebensky	Desert	in	Tver	diocese.	From	August	11	(or	14),	1917	he	was	
placed	in	charge	of	the	Moscow	Zaikonospassky	monastery.	In	1917	Vladyka	Basil	was	called	to	Moscow	to	participate	in	the	Preconciliar	
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Commission	which	was	preparing	for	the	Council	of	the	Russian	Orthodox	Church.	When	Archbishop	Andronicus	of	Perm	was	killed	by	the	
Bolsheviks	in	1918,	the	Moscow	Church	Council	sent	a	special	commission,	headed	by	Archbishop	Basil,	who	had	a	high	reputation	as	an	
administrator,	to	investigate	the	circumstances	of	the	murder.	The	Soviet	government	consented	to	an	investigation	and	even	provided	a	
private	coach	for	the	use	of	the	commission.	(During	the	early	days	of	the	Soviet	government,	the	Church	Assembly	addressed	it	several	
times	with	requests,	declarations	and	protests).	But	the	activity	of	the	investigating	committee	in	Perm	aroused	the	indignation	of	the	
communists,	especially	those	who	were	guilty	of	the	crime,	and	they	took	measures	to	conceal	information	from	the	Moscow	Assembly.	
After	concluding	its	investigation,	the	commission	was	on	its	way	back	when	a	band	of	Red	soldiers	broke	into	the	coach,	between	the	towns	
of	Perm	and	Viatka.	On	May	6,	1919,	according	to	one	account,	Archbishop	Basil,	Archimandrite	Matthew,	rector	of	the	Perm	seminary	(who	
is	called	a	bishop	in	one	account)	and	a	layman,	all	the	members	of	the	commission,	were	killed,	and	their	bodies	thrown	out	of	the	moving	
train	into	the	water	from	the	Kama	bridge.	They	were	buried	by	local	peasants,	but	as	their	graves	began	to	attract	pilgrims,	and	miracles	
were	recorded,	the	communists	dug	up	the	bodies	and	burned	them.	According	to	another	version,	Archbishop	Basil	was	arrested	and	after	
a	short	imprisonment	was	shot	together	with	other	members	of	the	commission. 
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