The Entry of the Lord into Jerusalem /
The Sixth Sunday of Great Lent
4 / 17 April
Extracts from the Vigil Service:
Today the grace of the Holy Spirit has gathered us together,
and we all take up Thy Cross and say: Blessed is He that comes in the
Name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest.
Today the Word and co-eternal Son of God the Father,
whose throne is the heaven and whose footstool is the earth, humbles
Himself and comes to Bethany, seated on a dumb beast, on a foal.
Then the children of the Hebrews, holding branches in their hands,
praise Him saying: ‘ Hosanna in the highest: blessed is He that comes,
the King of Israel’.
Let us also come today, all the new Israel, the Church of the
Gentiles, and let us cry with the Prophet Zechariah: Rejoice greatly, O
daughter of Zion; shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem; for behold,
thy King comes unto thee: He is meek and brings salvation, and He
rides upon the colt of an ass, the foal of a beast of burden. Keep the
feast with the children, and holding branches in your hands sing His
praises: Hosanna to the highest; blessed is He that comes, the King of
Israel.
1st, 2nd 3rd Stichera of ‘Lord, I have cried”
Tropar of The Entry of the Lord into Jerusalem, Tone 1: In confirming the common Resurrection, O Christ God, Thou didst
raise up Lazarus from the dead before Thy Passion. Wherefore, we also, like the children bearing the symbols of victory, cry to
Thee, O Vanquisher of death: Hosanna in the highest, blessed is He Who comes in the name of the Lord.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
Another Tropar of The Entry of the Lord into Jerusalem, Tone 4: As by baptism we were buried with Thee, O Christ our
God, so by Thy Resurrection we were deemed worthy of immortal life; and praising Thee, we cry: Hosanna in the highest;
blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.
Kondak of The Entry of the Lord into Jerusalem, Tone 6: Being borne upon a throne in heaven, and upon a colt on the
earth, O Christ God. Thou didst accept the praise of the angels and the laudation of the children as they cry to Thee: Blessed is
he that cometh to recall Adam.
Epistle: Philippians 4:4-9
Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice! Let your gentleness be known to all men. The Lord is at hand. Be anxious
for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; And the
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren,
whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are
lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy--meditate on these
things. The things which you learned and received and heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of peace will be with you.
IF THERE IS ANY VIRTUE AND ... ANYTHING PRAISEWORTHY—MEDITATE ON THESE THINGS
It is possible to grieve for our own sins and yet to rejoice in Christ. Or when your communion with God is not hindered, rejoice
...Is it best to envy, or to rejoice with one another? Let us search out all these things, and we will find that virtue, like a truly
kind mother, places us in safety, while vice is a treacherous thing and full of danger ...That which is ‘honourable’ belongs to
external virtue and that which is ‘pure’ to the soul ...If we will be at peace with each other, God will be with us ...Therefore we
must make a beginning on our part, and then we will draw God towards us ...For he ‘who digs a pit for his neighbour, falls into
it’ (Prov. 26:27) ...As we injure ourselves when we injure our neighbours, so by benefiting them, we benefit ourselves.
St. John Chrysostom. Homily XIV on Philippians IV. B#57, pp. 246, 248, 249.
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Gospel - John 12: 1-18
Then, six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus was who had been dead, whom He had raised from
the dead. There they made Him a supper; and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those who sat at the table with Him.
Then Mary took a pound of very costly oil of spikenard, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair. And the
house was filled with the fragrance of the oil. Then one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, who would betray Him,
said, "Why was this fragrant oil not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?" This he said, not that he cared for
the poor, but because he was a thief, and had the money box; and he used to take what was put in it. But Jesus said, "Let her
alone; she has kept this for the day of My burial. For the poor you have with you always, but Me you do not have always." Now
a great many of the Jews knew that He was there; and they came, not for Jesus' sake only, but that they might also see Lazarus,
whom He had raised from the dead. But the chief priests plotted to put Lazarus to death also, Because on account of him many
of the Jews went away and believed in Jesus. The next day a great multitude that had come to the feast, when they heard that
Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, took branches of palm trees and went out to meet Him, and cried out: "Hosanna! 'Blessed is He
who comes in the name of the LORD!' The King of Israel!" Then Jesus, when He had found a young donkey, sat on it; as it is
written: "Fear not, daughter of Zion; Behold, your King is coming, Sitting on a donkey's colt." His disciples did not understand
these things at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things were written about Him and that
they had done these things to Him. Therefore the people, who were with Him when He called Lazarus out of his tomb and
raised him from the dead, bore witness. For this reason the people also met Him, because they heard that He had done this
sign.
THE ENTRY OF CHRIST INTO JERUSALEM
In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
Today, in the day of Palms we stand in awe and amazement before what is happening in a way in which the Jews of
Jerusalem could not meet Christ because they met Him imagining that He was the glorious king who would now take over all
power, conquer and reject the heathen, - the Romans who were occupying their country, that He would re-establish a
kingdom, an earthly kingdom of Israel. We know that He had not come for that, He had come to establish a Kingdom that will
have no end, a Kingdom of eternity, and the Kingdom that was not open only to one nation but was open to all nations, and the
Kingdom that was to be founded on the life and on the death of Jesus Christ, the Son of God become the Son of man.
And Holy Week is from one end to another a time of tragic confusion. The Jews meet Christ at the gates of Jerusalem
because they expect of Him a triumphant military leader, and He comes to serve, to wash the feet of His disciples, to give His
life for the people but not to conquer by force, by power. And the same people who meet Him shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of
David!” in a few days will shout, “Crucify Him, crucify Him!” because He has betrayed their expectations. They expected an
earthly victory and what they see is a defeated king. They hate Him for the disappointment of all their hopes.
And this is not so alien to us in our days. How many are those people who have turn away in hatred from Christ
because He has disappointed one hope or another. I remember a woman who had been a believer for all her life and whose
grandson died, a little boy, and she said to me, “I don’t believe in God anymore. How could He take my grandson?” And I said to
her, “But you believed in God while thousands and thousands and millions of people died.” And she looked at me and said,
“Yes, but what did that do to me? I didn’t care, they were not my children.” This is something that happens to us in a small
degree so often that we waver in our faith and in our faithfulness to God when something which we expect Him to do for us is
not done, when He is not an obedient servant, when we proclaim our will, He does not say, “Amen,” and does not do it. So we
are not so alien from those who met Christ at the gates of Jerusalem and then turned away from Him.
But we are entering now in Holy Week. How can we face the events? I think we must enter into Holy Week not as
observers, not reading the passages of the Gospel which are relevant, we must enter into Holy Week as though we were
participants of the events, indeed read of them but then mix in the crowd that surrounds Christ and ask ourselves, Who am I in
this crowd? Am I one of those who said, ‘Hosanna to the Son of David!’? And am I now on the fringe of saying, ‘Crucify him’?
Am I one of the disciples who were faithful until the moments of ultimate danger came upon them?.. You remember that in the
Garden of Gethsemane three disciples had been singled out for Christ to support Him at the hour of His supreme agony, and
they did not, they were tired, they were desponded and they fell asleep. Three times He came to them for support, three times
they were away from Him.
We do not meet Christ in the same circumstances but we meet so many people who are in agony, not only dying
physically, and that also happens to our friends, our relatives, people around us, but are in agony of terror one way or another.
Are we there awake, alive, attentive to them, ready to help them out, and if we can’t help, to be with them, to stand by them or
do we fall asleep, that is, contract out, turn away, leave them in their agony, their fear, their misery? And again I am not
speaking of Judas because no-one of us is aware of betraying Christ in such a way, but don’t we betray Christ when we turn
away from all His commandments? When He says, “I give you an example for you to follow,” and we shake our heads and say,
“No, I will simply follow the devices of my own heart.” But think of Peter, apparently the strongest, the one who spoke time
and again in the name of others. When it came to risking not his life, because no-one was about to kill him, to be rejected
simply, he denied Christ three times.
What do we do when we are challenged in the same way, when we are in danger of being mocked and ridiculed and
put aside by our friends or our acquaintances who shrug their shoulders and say, “A Christian? And you believe in that? And
you believe that Christ was God, and you believe in His Gospel, and you are on His side?” How often? O, we don’t say, “No, we
are not,” but do we say, “Yes, it is my glory, and if you want to crucify Him, if you want to reject Him, reject me too because I
choose to stand by Him, I am His disciple, even if I am to be rejected, even if you don’t let me into your house anymore.”
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And think of the crowd on Calvary. There were people who had been instrumental in His condemnation, they mocked
Him, they had won their victory, so they thought at least. And then there were the soldiers, the soldiers who crucified Him.
They had crucified innumerable other people, they were doing their job. It didn’t matter to them whom they crucified. And yet
Christ prayed for them, “Forgive them, Father, they don’t know what they are doing.” We are not being crucified physically,
but do we say, “Forgive, Father, those who offend us, who humiliate us, who reject us, those who kill our joy and darken our
life in us.” Do we do that? No, we don’t. So we must recognise ourselves in them also.
And then there was a crowd of people who had poured out of the city to see a man die, the fierce curiosity that pushes
so many of us to be curious when suffering, agony comes upon people. You will say, it doesn’t happen? Ask yourself how you
watch television and how eagerly, hungrily you look at the horrors that befall Somalia, the Sudan, Bosnia and every other
country. Is it with a broken heart? Is it that you can not endure the horror and turn in prayer to God and then give, give, give
generously all you can give for hunger and misery to be alleviated? Is it? No, we are the same people who came out on Calvary
to see a man die. Curiosity, interest? Yes, alas.
And then there were those who had come with the hope that He will die because if He died on the cross, then they
were free from this terrifying, horrible message He had brought that we must love one another to the point of being ready to
die for each other. That message of the crucified, sacrificial love could be rejected once and for all if He who preached it died,
and it was proved that He was a false prophet, a liar.
And then there were those who had come in the hope that He will come down from the cross, and then they could be
believers without any risk, they would have joint the victorious party. Aren’t we like that so often?
And then there is a point to which we hardly should dare turn our eyes - the Mother of the Incarnate Son of God, the
Mother of Jesus silent, offering His death for the salvation of mankind, silent and dying with Him hour after hour, and the
disciple who knew in a youthful way how to love his master, standing by in horror, seeing his Master die and the Mother in
agony. Are we like this when we read the Gospel, are we like this when we see the agony of men around us?
Let us therefore enter in this Holy Week in order not to be observers of what happened then, let us enter into it mixed
with the crowd and at every step ask ourselves, who am I in this crowd? Am I the Mother? Am I the disciple? Am I one of the
crucifiers? And so forth. And then we will be able to meet the day of the Resurrection together with those to whom it was life
and resurrection indeed, when despair had gone, new hope had come, God had conquered. Amen.
Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh
Saints of the Week
4 / 17 April — Our Holy Father Joseph the Hymnographer - He was born in Sicily of devout and virtuous parents, Plotinus
and Agatha. After the death of his parents, he moved to Salonica, where he became a monk. As a monk, he was an example to
all in fasting, restraint, ceaseless supplication, psalmody, vigils and toil. The Bishop of Salonica ordained him hieromonk. The
famous Gregory of Decapolis, visiting Salonica, loved Joseph with heart and soul for his rare character, and took him back with
him to his monastery in Constantinople. When the flame of iconoclasm sprang up again under Leo the Armenian, Joseph was
sent to Rome to call the Pope and the Roman Church to battle for the true Faith. But pirates captured him on the way and took
him to Crete, where he was kept in prison for six years by the heretics. Joseph rejoiced that he was made worthy to suffer for
Christ, and thanked God constantly, regarding the iron chains with which he was bound as golden ornaments. In the sixth
year, around Christmas, the wicked Emperor was murdered at the morning service in church. At the same moment, St Nicolas
appeared to Joseph in the prison and said to him: 'Get up and follow me.' Joseph felt himself lifted up in the air, and found
himself all at once in Constantinople. His arrival was a source of rejoicing to all the Orthodox faithful. He composed Canons
and hymns for many of the saints. He had the gift of insight, because of which Patriarch Photius made him spiritual father and
confessor to his priests, recommending him as 'a man of God, an angel in the flesh, a father of fathers'. In great old age, he gave
his soul into the hands of the God he had served so faithfully in work and song. He died peacefully on the eve of Holy Thursday
in 883;
The Holy Martyr Pherbutha - During the reign of the Persian Emperor Saborius, St. Simeon, the bishop, was slain. At the
wish of the empress, Pherbutha, the sister of Bishop Simeon, was taken to the palace. Pherbutha was exceptionally beautiful
and because of that many suitors thronged to her among whom were many pagan priests and soothsayers. Pherbutha rejected
them all and provoked much anger against herself. At that time, the empress became ill and all the pagan priests explained to
the emperor that the empress was poisoned by Pherbutha and, as a cure for the ailing empress, they recommended the
following: that Pherbutha, her sister and their slave, as Christians, be sawn and that three parts of their bodies be placed on
one side and three parts on the other side and that the empress should be borne between them. The emperor agreed to the
recommendation of these blood-thirsty pagan priests. Pherbutha, together with her sister and their slave, suffered for Christ
in the year 343 A.D., thereby earning the incorruptible wreath in the eternal kingdom of their Lord; Our Holy Father Zossima;
Our Holy Father, the Martyr Nicetas - a Slav from Albania. As a monk of the Holy Mountain (Mt. Athos), he went to Serres
where he debated with the Mullahs about religion. Being that they could not overcome him with reason, the Turks subjected
him to torture under which Nicetas, the holy one, died and gave up his soul to his God in the year 1808 A.D.
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5 / 18 April — The Holy Martyrs Agathopous and Theodulus - The first was a deacon and the second a reader in the
Church in Salonica; the first adorned with the white hairs of age and the second with the chastity of youth. In the time of
Diocletian's hunting of Christians, these two were summoned for trial. They went there joyfully, and, each holding the other by
the hand, went in crying: 'We are Christians!' The whole court's urging them to deny Christ and worship idols was in vain.
After long imprisonment and starvation, they were condemned to death by drowning in the sea. Their hands were bound
behind them and a large stone tied to their necks, and they were taken off to be drowned. When they went to throw
Agathopous into the depths, he cried out: 'Lo, by a second baptism we are washed from all our sins, and will go cleansed to
Christ Jesus!' The sea quickly threw their drowned bodies onto the shore, and Christians gave them burial. St Theodulus
appeared to his friends in the form of a shining angel in white raiment and commanded them to distribute all his remaining
goods to the poor. These great soldiers of Christ suffered with honour under the Emperor Diocletian and Faustinus, the
governor of Salonica, in the year 303;
Our Holy Father Mark of Trache - also called "Mark the Athenian" because Athens was the place of his birth. His parents
died after he completed his higher education in Athens. He thought to himself that death, even for himself, was unavoidable
and that one should sufficiently prepare beforehand for that honourable departure from this world. Distributing all of his
possessions to the poor, he sat on a plank in the sea and with a tenacious faith in God's help, prayed that God direct him
wherever He wills. God, in His Providence, protected him and brought him to Lybia (or Ethiopia) to a mountain called Trache.
Mark lived an ascetical life on this mountain for ninety-five years, seeing neither man nor beast. For thirty years, he waged a
violent combat with evil spirits and suffered from hunger, thirst, frost and heat. He ate dirt and drank sea water. After thirty
years of the most vehement suffering, the defeated demons fled from him and a angel of God began to bring him food daily in
the form of bread, fish and fruit. St. Serapion visited him before his death and, afterward, made known the miraculous life of
Mark. Mark asked St. Serapion: "Are there any Christians in the world now, who, if they were to say to this mountain, `Arise
from here and hurl yourself into the sea,' would it be so?" At that moment, the mountain upon which they stood moved in the
direction of the sea. Mark raised his hand and stopped it. Such was the miracle-working power which this man of God
possessed. Before his death, he prayed for the salvation of mankind and then gave up his soul to God. St. Serapion saw angels
as they bore Mark's soul and he also saw an extended hand from heaven which received it. St. Mark lived to be one-hundred
thirty years old and died about the year 400 A.D.
6 / 19 April — St Eutychius, Patriarch of Constantinople - Born in Phrygia of devout parents, he was the son of an officer.
Once, Eutychius was playing with some other children of his own age, their game being to write their names on a wall and put
beside them the rank that they reckoned they would have in life. When Eutychius' turn came, he wrote: 'Eutychius—
Patriarch!' He became abbot of a monastery in Amasea at the age of thirty, and ten years later the Metropolitan of Amasea sent
him to the Fifth Ecumenical Council in 553 as his representative. At the Council, he shone like a bright star among the Church
fathers, both for his learning and his devotion. When a quarrel arose about whether heretics could be anathematised after
their deaths or not, he supported his belief that they could by citing III Kings (A.V. I Kings) 13:1-8, and IV Kings (A.V. II Kings)
23:16. He became greatly liked by both Emperor Justinian and Patriarch Menas. The Emperor very frequently turned to him
for advice, and Menas (at that time very rich) designated him his heir and asked the Emperor to ensure that this happened.
And so it came to pass. Eutychius governed the Church in peace for twelve years. But then the devil raised a storm against him.
This storm reached the Emperor Justinian himself. The Emperor was deluded and fell into the Monophysite heresy of
Aphthartodocetism, which taught the falsehood that the Lord Jesus, before the Resurrection, had a divine and uncorrupting
body, not feeling hunger or thirst or pain. Eutychius stood firmly against this heresy, for which the Emperor sent him into
exile to his first monastery. There Eutychius lived for twelve years and eight months, being shown to be a great wonderworker, healing people of various diseases by his prayers and by anointing with holy oil. Justinian repented and died, and his
successor, Justin II, called Eutychius back to the patriarchal throne, on which this saint remained till his death, governing the
Church of God in peace. In 582, at the age of seventy, he went to the Kingdom of Christ the Lord; the Lord whom he had served
so faithfully and courageously all his life;
The One Hundred and Twenty Martyrs in Persia - When the Persian Emperor Sapor plundered the lands of Byzantium, he
enslaved one-hundred twenty Christians. Since his attempts to persuade them to deny Christ and worship fire proved to be in
vain, the emperor tossed them into the fire and burned them alive. Among those martyrs, were nine virgins dedicated to God.
They all suffered honourably between the years 344 A.D. and 347 A.D. and took up habitation in the mansions of Christ the
King.; St. Govan of Cornwall.
7 / 20 April — St George the Confessor - For his great virtues, which he acquired through long asceticism, George was
chosen and installed as Metropolitan of Mitylene. And this saint governed his flock with zeal and wisdom to old age. But when
a persecution arose under Leo V, the Armenian, who destroyed the holy icons, this holy elder was summoned by the Emperor
to Constantinople, to the Council of bishops which was summoned, at the Emperor's desire, to put a stop to the veneration of
icons. But George not only refused to act according to the Emperor's desire; he, together with some other courageous bishops,
stood up in defence of the holy icons. For this he was held in derision by the Emperor and exiled to the region of Cherson,
where, in physical pain and every sort of need, he spent the remainder of his earthly life. He died and went to immortal life in
about 816. He was a wonderworker both during his life and after his death, through his great righteousness and love for the
Lord Jesus.
Our Holy Father Nil Sorsky - Nil is one of the great Fathers of the Russian Church. He was the founder of the Scete way of
monastic life in Russia. He died peacefully in the year 1508 A.D. His relics repose in the Sorsky Monastery. His "Rule of Life"
for the "Scete" way of monastic living represents a first-class work on the spiritual and practical life of a monk;
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The Holy Martyr Calliopius - an only son granted by God to a senator from Perga in Pamphylia after the senator had shed
many tears in prayer. From his early youth his devout mother, Theoclea, taught him to respect God and to live a chaste life.
Calliopius was still a youngster when a terrible persecution began during the reign of Emperor Maximian. To spare him from
death, his mother placed him in a boat, gave him an ample amount of money and saw him off to the city of Pompeiopolis.
However, God in His Divine Providence, planned it otherwise. Landing in Pompeiopolis he fell into the midst of a tumultuous
polytheistic celebration. When Calliopius refused to participate in this ridiculous feast, at the insistence of the crazed mob, he
was pushed toward Maximus the commander, before whom Calliopius confessed that he was a Christian. The commander
ordered that Calliopius be beaten with lead canes and burned by fire. Wounded throughout, they cast him into prison.
Learning about the tortures of her son, Theoclea distributed her entire estate to the poor and needy and with a paltry sum of
money hurried to her son in prison. Upon entering the prison, Theoclea bowed down before her son and dressed his wounds.
Finally, the commander pronounced the ultimate sentence. Calliopius was to be crucified on a cross. Joy and pain intermingled
in the heart of his mother. When they brought her son to the place of execution, she slipped five pieces of gold to the
executioners to have her son crucified, not as the Lord was, but rather upside down. Theoclea did this out of humility before
the Lord. Calliopius was crucified upside down on Holy Thursday. His mother stood beneath the cross-giving praise to God.
One the second day when they removed his lifeless body from the cross, she fell upon her son and she, herself, died. Thus,
these two went before the Throne of the King of Glory together. They honourably suffered in the year 304 A.D.;
Our Holy Father Daniel of Pereyaslavl – he had, as a unique form of mortification, that of caring for the dead. Whenever he
heard that someone was found frozen to death or that had died in some other manner, Daniel would hasten to bury him
decently and to offer prayers to God for him. He died peacefully in the year 1540 A.D. His relics remain intact.; Our Holy Father
Gregory the Sinaite.
8 / 21 April — The Holy Apostles Herodion, Agabus, Rufus, Asyncritus, Phlegon and Hermas - They were all among the
Seventy, and are all mentioned by St Paul in his Epistles. Herodion was a kinsman of Paul's: 'Salute Herodion my kinsman', he
writes to the Romans (16:11). Herodion suffered greatly at the hands of the Jews as Bishop of Neoparthia; he was beaten
about the head, stoned on the mouth and stabbed in the legs. When they had left him for dead, St Herodion arose and
continued to serve the apostles. He helped the Apostle Peter in Rome, and was beheaded along with many other Christians on
the same day that Peter was crucified. St Agabus had a spirit of prophecy. Two of his prophecies are recorded in the Acts of the
Apostles. First, he prophesied a great famine throughout the world, which came to pass in the time of Claudius Caesar (Acts
11:2~). The second was when he met the Apostle Paul in Caesarea. Paul was on his way to Jerusalem, and Agabus took Paul's
girdle and bound himself hand and foot, saying: 'Thus saith the Holy Spirit: so shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that
owneth this girdle' (21:11). St Rufus was Bishop of Thebes in Greece. The Apostle Paul mentions him also: 'Salute Rufus,
chosen in the Lord' (Rom. 16:13). St Asyncritus (Rom. 16:14) was Bishop of Hyrcania in Asia. St Phlegon, who is mentioned in
the same place as St Rufus, was bishop in the Thracian city of Marathon. St Hermas, mentioned with the others, was bishop in
Dalmatia. All these, with bee-like industry, spread the Gospel, suffering greatly for the love of Christ. They all went to the
eternal Kingdom of their beloved Christ;
St Niphon, Bishop of Novgorod - distinguished by his great enthusiasm in constructing and restoring the churches of God
and by showing great courage in opposing the stances of the tyrannical princes. Thirteen days before his death, St. Theodosius
appeared to Niphon and announced his imminent passing over to the other world. He died in the year 1156 A.D.; St Celestine,
Bishop of Rome.
9 / 22 April — The Holy Martyr Eupsychius - He was of gentle birth and was reared in faith and devotion. In the time of the
Emperor Julian the Apostate, when St Basil the Great was governing the Church in Caesarea, Eupsychius married a girl of good
family. But he was not given even one day to live in wedlock, for, on his wedding day itself, there was a pagan festival with
sacrifices to the idol of Fortune. Eupsychius went out with some others and smashed all the idols in the temple, then pulled
down the temple itself. Julian was furious, and commanded that the culprits be beheaded, that many Christians be taken into
the army, that an enormous levy be imposed on Christians, the proceeds of which were to be used to rebuild the Temple of
Fortune, and that the town cease to be called Caesarea (as it had been named by Claudius Caesar), and revert to its former
name, Maza. Eupsychius was first bound to a tree and cruelly tortured, and then beheaded, in 362. A little after this time, the
wicked Emperor Julian visited that town on his way to Persia, against which he was waging war. St Basil went to meet him,
bearing three barley loaves as a sign of honour and welcome. The Emperor ordered that, as a return gift, the saint be given a
fistful of hay. Basil said to the Emperor: 'You ridicule us now, O King; we bring you bread, by which we are fed, and you give us
miserable food which you, with all your power, are not able to turn into nourishment for men!' To this the Emperor replied:
'You can be sure that I will feed you with this hay when I return from Persia ! ' But the wicked apostate did not return alive
from Persia, but perished there by a fitting and un-natural death;
Our Holy Father Vadim the Martyr - During the reign of the Persian Emperor Sapor, Vadim, the abbot of a certain monastery
and a man famous for his generosity was cast into prison with seven of his disciples. With them in prison was a certain Prince
Nirsan who was also a Christian. Everyday they were taken out and beaten. Prince Nirsan became terrified and promised to
deny the Faith and worship the sun. This was gratifying to Sapor and he promised to give Nirsan, among other things, the
entire estate of Vadim's monastery if he would behead Vadim by his own hand. Nirsan agrees to this. With a quivering hand
and frightened by the majestic countenance of St. Vadim, he struck this holy man with the sword many times on the neck until
he finally beheaded him. Shortly after that, Nirsan succumbed to despair and stabbed himself with the sword and received at
his own hand, the due punishment for the murder of the righteous one. St. Vadim suffered in the year 376 A.D.; St. Woutruide.

5

10 / 23 April — The Holy Martyrs Terence, Africanus, Maximus; Pompeius and 36 others with them - They suffered for
Christ and were crowned with wreaths of glory in the time of the Emperor Decius. By the Emperor's orders, the governor of
Africa notified all the people that they must offer sacrifice to idols. In the case of opposition, the governor was to put the
stubborn to harsh torture. Hearing this threat, many lapsed from the Faith and worshipped idols. But these forty martyrs
remained steadfast, for which they were put to torture. St Terence encouraged his companions with these words: 'Let us, my
brethren, keep ourselves from denying Christ our God; that He may not deny us before His heavenly Father and the holy
angels.' The governor divided them into two groups; thirty-six of them, after flogging and having salt rubbed in their open
wounds, he beheaded. But the first four he cast into prison with heavy chains round their necks and on their hands and feet.
An angel of God appeared to them in the prison and touched their chains, which fell from them. Then the angel brought them a
table abundantly heaped with food, and fed them. They were again taken out and tortured, and again shut up in the prison.
Also, the governor ordered sorcerers to gather as many poisonous reptiles as possible, such as snakes and scorpions, and to
shut them up with the martyrs. But the reptiles would not touch the men of God, but huddled together in one corner, where
they remained for three days. When the prison was opened on the third day, the reptiles fell on the sorcerers and bit them. At
last the governor passed sentence of death on these four martyrs. When they were taken to the scaffold, they joyfully sang
psalms and hymns of thanksgiving to God, who had accounted them worthy of a martyr's death. They suffered with honour
and attained to the Kingdom in the year 250.;
The Six Thousand Martyrs in Georgia - In the wilderness of David-Garejeli in Georgia, there were twelve monasteries in
which many monks practiced and lived the ascetical life for centuries. In 1615 A.D., the great king of Persia, Shah Abbas I,
attacked Georgia, devastated it and beheaded many Christians. Once while hunting early in the morning on the Feast of the
Resurrection, Shah Abbas noticed many lights in the mountains. They were the monks from the twelve monasteries in
procession around the Church of the Resurrection with lighted tapers in hand. When the Shah discovered that they were
monks, he asked in amazement: "Has not all of Georgia been given over to the sword?" He then ordered his solders to
immediately go and behead all the monks. At that moment an angel of God appeared to Abbot Arsenius and informed him of
impending death. Arsenius informed his brethren. They all received Communion of the All-Pure Mysteries and prepared
themselves for death. Suddenly, the assailants arrived and hacked to pieces, first of all, the abbot, who came before the others
and, after that, all the rest. They all suffered honourably and were crowned with incorruptible wreaths in the year 1615 A.D.
Thus, ended the history of these famous monasteries which, for more than a thousand years, served as the spiritual hearth of
enlightenment for the Georgians. Only two of the monasteries exist today: St. David and St. John the Forerunner. The Georgian
Emperor Arcil gathered the relics of the monks and honourably interred them. Even today, these relics emit a sweet-smelling
Chrism (oil) and heal the sick.
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Great and Holy Friday:
All the worship services of Great Friday are devoted to the reverent and touching memory of the saving passion and death on
the cross of the God-man. Each hour of this day is the new suffering and the new effort of the expiatory suffering of the Savior.
And the echo of this suffering is already heard in every word of our worship service - unique and incomparable both in the
power of tenderness and feeling and in the depth of the boundless compassion for the suffering of the Savior. The Holy Church
opens before the eyes of believers a full picture of the redeeming suffering of the Lord beginning with the bloody sweat in the
Garden of Gethsemane up to the crucifixion on Golgotha. Taking us back through the past centuries in thought, the Holy
Church brings us to the foot of the cross of Christ erected on Golgotha, and makes us present among the quivering spectators
of all the torture of the Savior. The hymns of the Holy Church cry out: "we see a strange and terrible mystery accomplished
today: He whom none may touch is seized; He who looses Adam from the curse is bound; He who tries the hearts of men is
unjustly brought to trial; He who closed the abyss is shut in prison; He before whom the hosts of heaven stand with trembling
stands before Pilate; the Creator is struck by the hand of His creature; He who comes to judge the living and the dead is
condemned to the cross; the Conqueror of Hades is enclosed in a tomb"; "every most pure member" of His "holy flesh endured
dishonor for us: the head - the thorns, the face - the spitting, the jaws - the buffeting, the mouth - the taste of vinegar mingled
with gall, the ears - the impious blasphemies, the back - the scourge, and the hands - the reed, the whole body - extension upon
the cross, the joints - the nails and the side - the spear"; "the creator of all is mocked by His own servants; how great is the
Master's love for mankind! He prayed to His Father for those who crucified Him, saying: Father, forgive them this sin: for they
know not what they do is unrighteous"; "We worship Thy passion, O Christ, show us also Thy glorious resurrection".
Troparion, tone 8
When the glorious disciples were enlightened At the washing of their feet before the supper, Then the impious Judas, ailing
with avarice, was darkened, And he betrays Thee, the Righteous Judge, to the lawless judges. Behold, O lover of money, this
man who because of money hanged himself. Flee from the greedy soul which dared such things against the Teacher. O Lord,
Who art good towards all men, glory to Thee.
Kontakion, tone 8
Come; let us all sing the praises of Him who was crucified for us: For Mary said when she beheld Him upon the tree: Though
Thou dost endure the crucifixion, Thou art my Son and my God.
Exapostilarion
The wise thief Thou didst make worthy of paradise In a single moment O Lord, By the wood of the cross illumine me as well,
and save me.
Troparion, tone 4 (after "Our Father")
By Thy precious blood, Thou hast redeemed us from the curse of the law, By being nailed to the cross and pierced by a spear,
Thou hast poured out immortality for man, O our Savior, glory to Thee.
The Passion Gospels:
1) Jn. 13:31-18:1 (Farewell conversation of the Savior with His disciples and His high-priestly prayer for them).5
2) Jn. 18:1-28 (the Seizure of the Savior in the Garden of Gethsemane and His suffering at the hands of the high priest Annas).
3) Mt. 26:57-75. (Suffering of the Savior at the hands of the high priest Caiaphas and Peter's denial of Christ).
4) Jn. 18:28-19:16 (Suffering of the Lord in the court of Pilate).
5) Mt. 27:3-32 (The despair of Judas by the new suffering of the Lord by Pilate and the judgment for His crucifixion).
6) Mk. 15:16-32 (Leading the Lord to Golgotha and his suffering on the cross).
7) Mt. 27:33-54 (The continuation of the narrative about the Lord's suffering on the cross, the wonderful signs accompanying
His death).
8) Lk. 23:32-49 (The Prayer of the Savior on the cross for His enemies and the repentance of the wise thief).
9) Jn. 19:25-37 (Words of the Savior from the cross to the Theotokos and Apostle John and the repetition of the narrative of
His death and perforation).
10) Mk. 15:43-47 (Removal of the body of the Lord from the cross).
11) Jn. 19:38-42 (Participation of Nicodemus and Joseph in the burial of the Savior).
12) Mt. 27:62-66 (Posting of the guards at the tomb of the Savior and the sealing of the tomb).
S. V. Bulgakov, Handbook for Church Servers, 2nd ed., 1274 pp. (Kharkov, 1900)
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