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Sunday of the Samaritan Woman

Fifth Sunday of Pascha


Vespers

The Blessing and ‘Christ is Risen’ thrice. The celebrant sings the first 2 1/2 verses, and the choir finishes with ‘And on those in the tombs bestowing life!’, as usual during the Paschal season, and Vespers continues as usual. 

At Lord I have cried, 10 stichera: 4 of the resurrection:

Tone 4: Bowing down unceasingly / 

before Thy life-creating Cross, O Christ God, / 

we glorify Thy resurrection on the third day; / 

for thereby Thou hast restored corrupted human nature, O Almighty, / 

and hast renewed for us the ascent of the heavens, // 

in that Thou alone art good and lovest mankind.

Thou hast loosed the penalty / 

for the disobedience committed through the tree, O Savior, / 

having been nailed of Thine own will to the Tree of the Cross; / 

and having descended into hades, O Mighty One, / 

as God Thou didst break asunder the bonds of death. / 

Wherefore, we worship Thy resurrection from the dead, / 

crying out with joy: // 

O Lord Almighty, glory be to Thee!

Thou didst break down the gates of hades, O Lord, / 

and didst destroy the kingdom of death; / 

and Thou didst free the human race from corruption, // 

granting life, incorruption and great mercy to the world.

Come, O ye people, / 

let us hymn the Savior’s rising on the third day, / 

whereby we have been delivered from the unbreakable bonds of hades, / 

and have all received incorruption and life, crying out: / 

O Thou Who alone lovest mankind, / 

Who wast crucified, buried and hast arisen, // 

save us by Thy resurrection!

Then 3 for the midfeast: 

Tone 4: There is come now the middle of those days / 
which commence with Christ God's saving Rising / 
and which are sealed by Pentecost, that divine day. / 
Illuminated by both the feasts and joining both, / 
it is radiant and also is now rendered majestic, / 
manifesting and showing the presence of the great glory // 
of the Ascension of our Master, Christ.

Zion heard and rejoiced / 
when it received the glad tidings of Christ's Resurrection from Hades' realms. / 
And all of her faithful offspring were filled with joy / 
on beholding Him Who by the grace of the Spirit / 
doth wash away all the stain of Christ's murder. / 
It doth prepare to celebrate festively // 
the joyous Mid-festal and holy day of both the feasts.

The bountiful pouring forth / 
of the Divine Spirit upon all / 
is now at hand, as the Scripture saith. / 
This is proclaimed by the mid-point of the blest period / 
after Christ God's death and burial and rising, / 
when He gave His disciples His unfailing and true promise, / 
which revealed and showed forth most clearly // 
the coming of the Comforter.

And 3 stichera of the Samaritan woman:

Tone 1: At the sixth hour the Well-spring of miracles / 
came to the well to capture the fruit of Eve, / 
for Eve at this same hour departed from Paradise / 
through the deceit of the serpent. / 
The Samaritan woman, therefore, drew nigh to draw water, / 
and the Savior, upon seeing her, said to her: / 
Give Me water to drink, / 
and I shall fill thee with living water. / 
And running to the city, / 
that prudent woman at once announced to the multitudes: // 
Come, behold Christ the Lord, the Savior of our souls.

Tone 2: When the compassionate Lord came unto the well, / 
the Samaritan woman entreated Him, saying: / 
Grant me the water of faith, / 
and I shall receive the waters of the font of baptism / 
unto rejoicing and redemption. // 
O Giver of life, Lord, glory be to Thee.

The co-beginningless and co-eternal Son and Word of the Father, / 
the Well-spring of healings, came to the well, / 
and a woman of Samaria came to draw water. / 
And when the Savior saw her, He said: / 
Give Me water to drink, and go, call thy husband. / 
But addressing Him as man and not as God, / 
and being anxious to hide herself from Him, she said: / 
I have no husband. / 
And the Teacher replied: / 
Thou hast truly said, I have no husband; / 
for thou hast had five, and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband. / 
And she, amazed by these words, / 
hastened to the city and cried out unto the multitudes, saying: / 
Come, behold Christ, // 
Who granteth the world great mercy.

Glory… Tone 6:

By Jacob's Well, / 
Jesus found the Samaritan woman. / 
He that covereth the earth with clouds asked water of her. / 
O wonder! / 
He that rideth on the Cherubim speaketh with a harlot woman. / 
He asked for water, / 
Who suspended the earth upon the waters. / 
He seeketh water, / 
Who causeth springs and pools of waters to flow forth, / 
for He wished to draw to Himself / 
her that was truly ensnared by the contending enemy, / 
and to impart the water of life unto her / 
that was sorely inflamed with unseemly deeds, // 
for He alone is compassionate and the Friend of man.

Both now... Tone 4: 

The Prophet David, the forefather of God, / 

for thy sake gave voice beforehand in psalmody concerning  thee, /

unto Him Who in thee accomplished mighty works: / 

the Queen stood at Thy right hand. / 

For God Whose good pleasure it was to become incarnate of thee without father / 

showed thee, His Mother, to be the mediatress of life, / 

that He might renew His image which had become corrupt through the passions; / 

and having found the sheep which had strayed among the mountains and become lost, / 

He taketh it upon His shoulders and bringeth it to His Father; / 

and Christ, Who is possessed of great and rich  mercy, / 

in accordance with His will, uniteth it with the hosts of heaven, // 

and saveth the world, O Theotokos.

At the Aposticha:
Tone 4: Having ascended the Cross, O Lord, / 

Thou didst destroy the ancestral curse; / 

and descending into hades, Thou didst free the prisoners of ages past, / 

granting incorruption to the human race. / 

Wherefore, chanting, // 

we glorify Thy life-creating and saving resurrection.

THE PASCHAL STICHERA

Fifth Tone:


Let God arise and let His enemies be scattered.

A Pascha sacred today hath been shown unto us; * Pascha new and holy, * a Pascha mystical, * a Pascha all-venerable! * A Pascha that is Christ the Redeemer; * a Pascha immaculate, * a great Pascha; * a Pascha of the faithful; * a Pascha that hath opened the gates of Paradise to us; * a Pascha that doth sanctify all the faithful.


As smoke vanisheth, so let them vanish.

Come from the vision, O ye women, bearers of good tidings, * and say ye unto Zion: * Receive from us the good tidings * of the Resurrection of Christ; * adorn thyself, exult, * and rejoice, O Jerusalem, * for thou hast seen Christ the King, * like a bridegroom come forth from the tomb.


So let sinners perish at the presence of God, and let the righteous be glad.

The myrrh-bearing women * in the deep dawn * stood before the tomb of the Giver of life; * they found an angel sitting upon the stone, * and he, speaking to them, said thus: * Why seek ye the Living among the dead? *Why mourn ye the Incorruptible amid corruption? *Go, proclaim unto His disciples.


This is the day which the Lord hath made, let us rejoice and be glad therein.

Pascha the beautiful, * Pascha, the Lord's Pascha, * the Pascha all-venerable hath dawned upon us. * Pascha, with joy let us embrace one another. * O Pascha! * Ransom from sorrow, * for from the tomb today, * as from a bridal chamber, * hath Christ shone forth, * and hath filled the women with joy, saying: * Proclaim unto the apostles.


Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Tone 8:  When by Thine unfathomable dispensation / 
Thou didst appear on earth, O Christ God, / 
the Samaritan woman, on hearing Thy man-befriending words, / 
left the water jar at the well / 
and hastened to those in the city and said: / 
Come, behold One Who knoweth men's hearts; / 
mayhap He is the expected Christ, // 
Who hath great mercy.

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

It is the Day of Resurrection, * let us be radiant for the feast, * and let us embrace one another. * Let us say, Brethren, even to them that hate us, * let us forgive all things on the Resurrection, * and thus let us cry out: *Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those in the tombs bestowing life.

Troparia: “O Theotokos and Virgin” twice, and then the troparion of the Mid-feast once:
Tone 8:  

In the midst of the feast, give Thou my thirsty soul to drink of the waters of piety; /

for Thou, O Savior, didst cry out to all: /

Whosoever is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink.  //

Wherefore, O Well-spring of life, Christ our God, glory be to Thee.

Matins

At God is the Lord, the troparion of the resurrection twice, then Glory..., Both now..., and that of the midfeast.

Tone 4:  

Having learned the joyful proclamation of the Resurrection from the angel, / 

and having cast off the ancestral condemnation, /

the women disciples of the Lord spake to the apostles exultantly: /

Death is despoiled and Christ God is risen, //

granting to the world great mercy. Twice
 

Glory… Both now… Tone 8:  

In the midst of the feast, give Thou my thirsty soul to drink of the waters of piety; /

for Thou, O Savior, didst cry out to all: /

Whosoever is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink.  //

Wherefore, O Well-spring of life, Christ our God, glory be to Thee.

After the reading from the Psalter, The Sessional hymns of the Resurrection.
Gazing upon the entrance to the tomb, / 

and unable to endure the angel of flame, / 

the myrrh-bearing women marveled, trembling, and said: / 

“Hath He been stolen away Who hath opened paradise to the 

thief? / 

Or hath He risen Who even before His suffering proclaimed His resurrection? / 

Truly, Christ hath risen, // 

granting life and resurrection unto those in hades!”


Arise, O Lord my God, let Thy hands be lifted on high; forget not Thy paupers to the end.

In Thy voluntary counsel Thou didst endure the Cross, O Savior, / 

and in a new tomb mortal men laid Thee / 

Who by Thy word didst create the ends of the earth. / 

Wherefore, the alien one was bound, /

death taken grievously captive; / 

and all those in hades cried out to Thy life-bearing resurrection: // 

Christ hath arisen, remaining the Bestower of life forever!

Glory… Both now… 

Joseph marveled, beholding that which transcendeth nature, / 

and pondering thy seedless conception / 

he dwelt in thought upon the dew which fell upon the fleece, / 

the bush unconsumed by the fire, and the rod of Aaron which put forth branches. / 

And thy guardian and betrothed cried out to the priests: / 

“The Virgin giveth birth, // 

and even after birthgiving remaineth virgin!”

The Hypakoe

Tone 4 [Troparion Melody]:

Running on before, the myrrh-bearing women /

proclaimed Thine all-glorious arising to the apostles, O Christ: /

how, as God, Thou didst arise, //

granting great mercy to the world.

Hymns of Ascent.

Tone 4 [Sticheron Melody]:

From my youth /

do many passions war against me; /

but do Thou Thyself defend  //

and save me, O my Savior.

Ye haters of Zion, /

shall be shamed by the Lord; / 

for like grass, by the fire //

shall ye be withered.

Glory… Both now…

In the Holy Spirit /

every soul is quickened, / 

and, through cleansing, is exalted /

and made radiant by the triple unity in a hidden sacred manner.

Prokimenon, in Tone 4:

Arise, O Lord, help us, * and redeem us for Thy name’s sake.

Stichos: O God, with our ears have we heard.

Matins Gospel 7
After the Gospel, ‘Having beheld the Resurrection’ thrice, and the rest as usual. 

ODE I

Irmos, Tone 1:  It is the Day of Resurrection, /

let us be radiant, O ye people; /

Pascha, the Lord's Pascha: /

for from death to life, /

and from earth to heaven, /

Christ God hath brought us, //

as we sing the song of victory.

Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead.

Let us purify our senses, /

and we shall behold Christ, /

radiant with the unapproachable light of the Resurrection, /

and we shall clearly hear Him say, Rejoice! //

as we sing the hymn of victory.

Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead.

Let the heavens be glad as is meet, /

and let the earth rejoice, /

and let the whole world, both visible and invisible, /

keep festival: /

for Christ is risen, //

O gladness eternal.


Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.


Clap your hands, O ye nations; lament, O ye Hebrews.  For Christ, the Giver of Life, hath broken the bonds of Hades asunder, and hath raised up the dead and healed sickness by a word.  This is our God, Who granteth life unto them that believe in His Name.


Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.


Thou didst show a wonder by changing the water into wine, O Master, Who didst change the rivers of Egypt into blood.  Thou didst also raise up the dead, accomplishing this second sign in these latter times.  Glory be to Thine ineffable counsel, O Savior; glory be to Thy self-abasement, whereby Thou hast renewed us.

Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.


Thou art an ever-flowing stream of true life, O Lord; Thou art our Resurrection.  Willingly didst Thou become weary, O my Savior, and willingly didst Thou thirst, submitting to the laws of nature.  And when Thou camest to Sichar in the flesh, Thou didst ask the Samaritan woman for water, that Thou mightest drink.

O Most Holy Theotokos, save us.

Thou alone didst contain in thy womb the very Creator, O Birthgiver of God.  Thou didst ineffably conceive Him in the flesh and didst remain a Virgin, while thy virginity in no wise suffered harm.  Do thou ever entreat Him unceasingly in behalf of thy flock, since He is thy Son and God.

Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.


He that was buried is risen, and thereby hath He raised up with Himself the race of man.  Let all creation rejoice, and let the noetic clouds today openly rain down righteousness.

Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.


O Lord, Who supportest Thy chambers in the waters, since Thou art the Water of Life, Thou didst grant Thine august waters under the Samaritan woman who besought Thee, when she had learned of Thy compassion.


Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

O Thou Trinity, Father, Son, and Spirit, save them that glorify Thee with sincere faith, since Thou art the Creator of all, and grant unto us forgiveness of sins, inasmuch as Thou art supremely good.

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

Rejoice, O fiery throne; rejoice, O all-golden lampstand; rejoice, O cloud of light; rejoice, O palace of the Word and spiritual table, which did worthily bear Christ, the Bread of life.
Katavasia, Tone 1: It is the Day of Resurrection, /

let us be radiant, O ye people; /

Pascha, the Lord's Pascha: /

for from death to life, /

and from earth to heaven, /

Christ God hath brought us, //

as we sing the song of victory.
ODE III

Irmos, Tone 1:  Come, let us drink a new drink, /

not one miraculously brought forth from a barren rock /

but the Fountain of Incorruption, /

springing forth from the tomb of Christ, //

in Whom we are strengthened.

Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead.

Now all things are filled with light; /

heaven and earth, /

and the nethermost parts of the earth; /

let all creation, therefore, celebrate the arising of Christ //

whereby it is strengthened. 

Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead.

Yesterday I was buried with Thee, O Christ; /

today I rise with Thine arising. /

Yesterday I was crucified with Thee; /

do Thou Thyself glorify me with Thee, O Savior, //

in Thy kingdom.


Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.


Do not judge a judgment according to appearance, O ye Jews; thus said the Master when He came into the temple and taught at the Judaic Mid-feast, as is written.

Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.


Do not judge a judgment according to appearance, O ye Jews, for Christ is come.  The Prophets named Him: He that cometh from Zion and restoreth the world.

Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.


Even though ye believe not His words, O ye Jews, be convinced by the works of the Master.  Why do ye deceive yourselves and disregard the Holy One, of Whom Moses wrote in the Law?

O Most Holy Theotokos, save us.

Though Thou art one of the Trinity, Thou becamest flesh, neither undergoing change in Thine essence nor burning the uncorrupted womb of her that bare Thee, O Lord, Who art wholly God and Fire.

Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.


Of Thine own will wast Thou lifted up upon the Tree, O Word.  The rocks were rent asunder at the sight thereof, and all creation was agitated, and the dead arose from the tombs as though from sleep.

Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.


Since Thou art Life and the Wellspring of immortality, Thou didst sit down at the well, O Compassionate One, and didst fill with Thy supremely wise waters the Samaritan woman who besought Thee and praised Thee.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

The Father, the Son, and the Divine Spirit are praised as one God in Trinity over all, Whom the orders of the Heavens glorify with fear as they distinctly cry out: Holy, Holy, Holy art Thou unto the ages.

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

Having inexplicably conceived in thy womb the God of all, O Virgin Mother, thou didst give birth in a manner surpassing mind and speech, and didst remain a virgin, even as thou wast before giving birth, O Bride of God.
Katavasia, Tone 1:  Come, let us drink a new drink, /

not one miraculously brought forth from a barren rock /

but the Fountain of Incorruption, /

springing forth from the tomb of Christ, //

in Whom we are strengthened.

After Ode III, the kontakion and ikos of the midfeast, and the sessional hymns. 

Tone 4 [Troparion melody]:  In the midst of the Judaic feast, /

Thou didst say to those present, O Christ God, Master and Creator of all: /

Come ye, and receive the water of immortality.  /

Wherefore, we fall down before Thee, /

crying out in faith and saying: /

Grant us Thy mercy and compassion; //

for Thou art the Well-spring of our life.
Ikos:  With the streams of Thy Blood do Thou water my soul, which is grown dry and barren because of mine iniquities and offenses, and show it forth to be fruitful in virtues.  For Thou didst tell all to draw nigh Thee, O all-holy Word of God, and to draw forth the water of incorruption, which is living and which washeth away the sins of them that praise Thy glorious and divine arising.  Unto them that know Thee as God, O Good One, grant from on high the strength of the Spirit, which verily was borne by Thy disciples, for Thou art truly the Well-spring of life for all.
Tone 4 [Sticheron Melody]:

Let Heaven joyfully resound and exult now, / 

and let all things here upon earth dance in gladness; / 

for from a Virgin, Christ God hath appeared as man. / 

By His death He hath redeemed mortal man from corruption. / 

By great signs He shone forth on the Samaritan woman. / 

Requesting water, He bestowed on her the source of healings, // 

since He is the Friend of man.

Glory… Both now…

O Sovereign Master and Bestower of wisdom, / 

Who in the midst of the Mosaic feast camest unto the temple / 

and didst there sit down to teach, Thou didst cry for all to hear: / 

Ye that thirst, come, draw nigh Me; / 

drink ye of the water which I bestow now upon you. / 

By means of this shall all ye men partake of true and endless delight // 

and the life divine.

 ODE IV

Irmos, Tone 1: On divine watch let the God-inspired Habakkuk stand with us, /

and show forth the light-bearing angel clearly saying: /

Today salvation is come to the world, /

for Christ is risen //

as Almighty.

Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead.

As a man-child did Christ appear /

when He came forth from the Virgin's womb, /

and as a mortal was He called the Lamb. /

Without blemish also, is our Pascha /

for He tasted no defilement; //

and as true God, perfect was He proclaimed.

Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead.

Like unto a yearling lamb, /

Christ, our blessed Crown, /

of His own will was sacrificed for all, /

a Pascha of purification; /

and from the tomb the beautiful Sun of Righteousness //

shone forth again upon us.

Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead.

David, the ancestor of God, /

danced with leaping before the symbolical Ark; /

let us also, the holy people of God, /

beholding the fulfillment of the symbols, /

be divinely glad; //

for Christ is risen as Almighty.


Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.

If the Messiah must needs come, and Christ is the Messiah; why, then, O ye iniquitous ones, do ye not believe in Him?  Behold, He is come and beareth witness to the things He hath done: He hath turned water into wine and restored the paralytic by His word.

Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.

Failing to understand the Scriptures, all of you iniquitous Jews are deceived; for the Christ hath truly come: He hath enlightened all, and shown you many signs and wonders.  In vain do ye deny the true Life!

Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.

“One thing have I shown you, and still ye all marvel?” Christ cried to the Jews.  “Ye will circumcise a man on the Sabbath,” He said, “Why will ye yet slander Me, Who by a word have raised up a paralytic?”

O Most holy Theotokos, save us.


O Bride of God and pure Virgin Mother, who didst contain God in thy womb while He yet remained uncircumscribed: Cease not to intercede in our behalf, that through thee we may be delivered from adversities, for unto thee do we ever flee for refuge.


Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.


Let the heavens be glad, and let all creation celebrate!  The Lord hath arisen and appeared to all His all-wise apostles!


Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.


Unto the Samaritan woman who asked didst Thou give water – the knowledge of Thy dominion, O Lord; wherefore, hymning Thee, she will never thirst again.


Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

O transcendent Trinity – Father, Word and divine Spirit – one in power, equally without beginning!  Save us all, who hymn Thee with faith.


Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

Of old, the law-giver beheld thee as a bush unburnt; and Daniel envisioned thee as a holy mountain, O only Virgin Mother and Mistress.

Katavasia, Tone 1: On divine watch let the God-inspired Habakkuk stand with us, /

and show forth the light-bearing angel clearly saying: /

Today salvation is come to the world, /

for Christ is risen //

as Almighty.

ODE V

Irmos, Tone 1:  Let us awake in the deep dawn, /

and instead of myrrh, offer a hymn to the Master, /

and we shall see Christ, /

the Sun of Righteousness, //

Who causeth life to dawn for all.

Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead.

Seeing Thy boundless compassion /

they who were held in the bonds of hades /

hastened to the light, O Christ, /

with gladsome feet, //

praising the Pascha eternal.

Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead.

Bearing lights, let us approach Christ, /

Who cometh forth from the tomb like a bridegroom, /

and with the feast-loving ranks of angels /

let us celebrate //

the saving Pascha of God.


Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.


Having adorned Thine Apostles with miracles and magnified Thy disciples with wonders throughout the world, Thou hast glorified them and bestowed upon them Thy Kingdom, O our Savior.

Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.


The disciples enlightened all the ends of the earth with miracles and teachings, preaching the word of Thy kingdom, O Christ our Savior, in diverse ways.

Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.


We send up praise to Thy kingdom, and we offer hymnody unto Thee, O Word, Who for our sake appeared on the earth, hast enlightened the world, and restored Adam.

O most holy Theotokos, save us.


Theotokion:  Thy womb is become an holy table, bearing Christ the heavenly bread. All that eat from it shall not die, as hath said the Nourisher of all, O Mother of God.

Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.


Having risen early and reached Thy holy sepulcher, the myrrh-bearers beheld a radiant youth and were filled with awe, learning of Thine arising, O Christ.


Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.


O Lord, Who art the Source of life, of old Thou gavest the water of remission and understanding unto the Samaritan woman who asked it; wherefore, we hymn Thine ineffable compassions.


Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

We worship the Creator, Lord and Master of all, the Unity in three Hypostases, the consubstantial Trinity – the Father, Word, and Holy Spirit – The one God indivisible in nature.

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

O pure one, we call thee the impassable gate, the uncultivated field, the ark and jar containing the Manna, the candlestand, and the censer of the immaterial Coal.

Katavasia, Tone 1:  Let us awake in the deep dawn, /

and instead of myrrh, offer a hymn to the Master, /

and we shall see Christ, /

the Sun of Righteousness, //

Who causeth life to dawn for all.

ODE VI

Irmos, Tone 1: Thou didst descend into the nethermost parts of the earth, /

and didst shatter the eternal bars that held the fettered, O Christ, /

and on the third day, /

like Jonah from the whale, //

Thou didst arise from the tomb.

Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead.

Having kept the seals intact, O Christ, /

Thou didst rise from the tomb, /

O Thou Who didst not break the seal of the Virgin by Thy birth, /

and Thou hast opened for us //

the doors of Paradise.

Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead.

O my Savior, the living and unslain Sacrifice, /

when, as God, Thou, of Thine Own will, /

hadst offered up Thyself unto the Father, /

Thou didst raise up with Thyself the whole race of Adam, //

when Thou didst rise from the tomb. 


Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.


O Jesus, Who sustainest all the ends of the earth, Thou didst go up and teach the word of truth to the people in the Temple at the mid-point of the feast, as John crieth out.

Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.


Thou didst do the work of the Father, and didst lend credence to Thy words by Thy deeds, working healings and signs, O Savior: restoring the paralytic, cleansing lepers, and raising up the dead.

Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.


The beginningless Son received a beginning, assuming our humanity when He became man; and at the mid-feast He taught, saying: “Haste ye to the ever-flowing fountain, and draw forth life!”

O most holy Theotokos, save us.


Theotokion:  We hymn thee as Virgin after giving birth, and we glorify thee as the only Virgin and Mother, O Maiden Bride of God; for from thee was God truly incarnate, renewing us.

Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.


The iniquitous ones nailed Thee to the Cross and pierced Thee with a spear, O Christ; and the noble Joseph buried Thee in a new sepulcher, arising from whence with glory, O Savior, Thou didst resurrect all creation, which hymneth Thy dominion.


Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.


As an abundant stream of life and an abyss of mercy, O Good One, while Thou wast traveling Thou didst sit by the well of the oath, and didst cry out to the Samaritan woman: “Give Me water to drink, that thou mayest receive the water of remission!”

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

With the incorporeal hosts with faith I hymn the unoriginate Father, the Son Who is equally enthroned, and the consubstantial Spirit – the one Essence, Nature and Glory, the One Kingship, the God and Creator of all, the Fashioner of all.

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

O pure one, we hymn thee as the only virgin who hath given birth and kept her womb undefiled – the throne of the Lord, the gate and mountain, the noetic candlestand, the most splendid chamber of God, the tabernacle of glory, the ark, the jar and the table.

Katavasia, Tone 1: Thou didst descend into the nethermost parts of the earth, /

and didst shatter the eternal bars that held the fettered, O Christ, /

and on the third day, /

like Jonah from the whale, //

Thou didst arise from the tomb.

After Ode VI, the kontakion and ikos of the Samaritan woman.

Tone 8: 

Having come to the well in faith, the Samaritan woman saw Thee, the 

Water of Wisdom, /

whereof having drunk abundantly, she, the renowned one, //

inherited the kingdom on high forever.

Ikos: Let us hear of the august mysteries, as John teacheth us what cometh to pass in Samaria, how the Lord speaketh unto a woman, asking water of her, even He that gathered the waters into the places where they are gathered, and who is of one throne with the Father and the Spirit; for He, the renowned One, came, seeking out His image forever.
ODE VII

Irmos, Tone 1:  He Who delivered the Children from the furnace, /

became man, suffereth as a mortal, /

and through His Passion /

doth clothe mortality with the beauty of incorruption, /

He is the only blessed and most glorious //

God of our fathers.

Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead.

The godly-wise women with myrrh /

followed after Thee in haste; /

but Him Whom they sought with tears as dead, /

they worshipped joyfully as the living God, /

and they brought unto Thy disciples, O Christ, //

the good tidings of the mystical Pascha.

Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead.

We celebrate the death of death, /

the destruction of hades, /

the beginning of another life eternal, /

and leaping for joy, /

we hymn the Cause, //

the only blessed and most glorious God of our fathers.

Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead.

For truly sacred and all-festive is this saving night, /

and this shining, light-bearing day, /

the harbinger of the Resurrection, /

whereon the Timeless Light bodily //

from the tomb upon all hath shined.


Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.


Thou didst labor in the flesh, O Rest of all; and of Thine own will Thou didst thirst, O Well-spring of miracles; and Thou didst ask for water, O Jesus Who dost announce the water of life.

Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.


Thou didst converse with the Samaritan woman, O Lord, reproaching the mindlessness of the iniquitous Jews; and she believed Thee to be the Son of God, Whom they have denied.


Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.


He who eateth Thy Body will live forever, and he who drinketh Thy Blood will abide in Thee, and Thou in him, O my Savior; and Thou shalt raise him up at the final moment.

O most holy Theotokos, save us.


Theotokion:  In thy womb thou didst contain the uncontainable Word; with thy breasts thou didst give suck to Him Who nourisheth the world; and in thine embrace thou didst bear Him Who upholdeth us, O pure Theotokos.


Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.


Of Thine own will Thou wast reckoned with iniquitous men during Thy divine suffering, O Christ; and seeing this, the earth quaked, the stones fell at Thine all-accomplishing gesture, O Unapproachable One, and the dead of ages past arose.

Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.


“Thou art the Water of life!” the Samaritan woman cried out to Christ; “Wherefore, O Word, ever give me, who thirst, to drink of Thy divine grace, that I may no longer be held in the burning heat of ignorance, O Lord Jesus, but may proclaim Thy mighty works.”


Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

We hymn the Father, the Son and the divine Spirit, the indivisible Trinity in essence, distinguished as to Persons, one Being, conjoined, unoriginate, the Creator and God of all, Whom all the ranks of heaven hymn.

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

After thine awesome birthgiving thou wast preserved a pure virgin, O holy Theotokos; wherefore, all the angelic choirs and all the generations of men with unceasing voices hymn thee, the pure receptacle of the Uncontainable One.
Katavasia, Tone 1:  He Who delivered the Children from the furnace, /

became man, suffereth as a mortal, /

and through His Passion /

doth clothe mortality with the beauty of incorruption, /

He is the only blessed and most glorious //

God of our fathers.

ODE VIII

Irmos, Tone 1: This chosen and holy day /

is the first of the sabbaths, /

the queen and lady, /

the feast of feasts, /

and the festival of festivals, //

wherein we bless Christ unto the ages.

Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead.

Come, on this auspicious day of the Resurrection, /

let us partake of the fruit of the new vine /

of divine gladness of the kingdom of Christ, /

praising Him as God //

unto the ages.

Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead.

Lift up thine eyes about thee, O Zion, /

and see, for behold, there cometh unto thee /

like God-illumined beacons, /

from the west, and from the north, /

and from the sea, and from the east, //

thy children, in thee blessing Christ unto the ages.

Refrain: O Most Holy Trinity, our God, glory be to Thee.

O Father Almighty, and Word, and Spirit, /

one Nature united in three Persons, /

transcendent and most divine! /

Into Thee have we been baptized, //

and Thee will we bless unto all ages.


Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.

Come, ye people, and behold Him Who is hymned on the throne of glory, but is blasphemed by iniquitous men; and seeing, hymn the Messiah Who was foretold by the prophets.

Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.

Thou art truly the Christ, Who art come into the world, from Whom cometh salvation and the remission of our fathers’ offenses.  Thou art truly Life for those who believe in Thee.


Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.

The Wisdom of God stood forth and taught in the Temple at the midpoint of the feast, as is written; He is truly Christ the Messiah, through Whom cometh salvation.

O most holy Theotokos, save us.


Theotokion:  Tell us how didst thou give birth to Him Who shone forth timelessly from the Father and is hymned with the Holy Spirit?  As He Who deigned to be born of thee alone knoweth, O Theotokos.

Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.


Of Thine own will Thou didst endure death, O only Immortal One.  Thou didst make hades captive, didst break down the gates of brass, O King of heaven, and didst remove the prisoners held there from ages past, who unceasingly hymn the dominion of Thy goodness.

Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.


At the sixth hour, O Savior, Thou didst sit by the well, and didst give the Samaritan woman living water and the water of understanding, in Thy great compassion.  With her do we all cry out, chanting: Bless the Lord unceasingly, O ye works of the Lord!

We bless Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, the Lord.


We hymn the unoriginate Father, the Son Who is equally without beginning, and the Holy Spirit—the one God in Three: unconfused, indivisible, the Creator of all, the one mighty Dominion and single Authority; and we cry out: Bless the Lord unceasingly, O ye works of the Lord!

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

Isaiah was purified by a burning coal, proclaiming beforehand the noetic Coal Who was incarnate of thee, O Virgin, in manner past understanding, Who consumeth all the tinder of the sins of men, and in His lovingkindness doth deify our nature, O most immaculate one.
Choir: We praise, we bless, we worship the Lord, //

praising and supremely exalting Him unto all ages.

Katavasia, Tone 1: This chosen and holy day /

is the first of the sabbaths, /

the queen and lady, /

the feast of feasts, /

and the festival of festivals, //

wherein we bless Christ unto the ages.

We do not sing the Magnificat, but continue immediately with Ode IX. 

ODE IX

Irmos, Tone 1: Shine, shine, O new Jerusalem, /

for the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee; /

dance now and be glad, O Zion, /

and do thou exult, O pure Theotokos, //

in the arising of Him Whom thou didst bear.

Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead.

O how divine, how loving, /

how sweet is Thy voice! /

For Thou hast truly promised /

to be with us unto the end of the age, O Christ; /

having this foundation of hope, //

we the faithful rejoice.

Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead.

O Christ, Thou great and most sacred Pascha!  /

O Wisdom, Word and power of God!  /

Grant us to partake of Thee more fully /

in the unwaning day //

of Thy kingdom.


Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.


At the midpoint of the Jewish feast, Thou didst go up to Thy Temple, O my Savior, and teach all; and all the Jews marveled and said: “Whence doth He know the Scriptures, not having studied them?”

Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.


Pouring forth gifts of healing, O my Deliverer, Thou didst work wonders and signs, dispelling sicknesses and curing the infirm.  But the Jews were enraged by the multitude of His miracles.

Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.


The Jew, being carnal, understandeth in a fleshly way, and pondering the Scriptures he stumbleth over the letter, and again falleth against the spirit of the Truth; but we, rejecting this, contemplate spiritual things.

O most holy Theotokos, save us.


Theotokion: O Virgin Mother, thou didst contain in thy womb Christ the Bestower of life, One of the Trinity, Whom all creation hymneth, and before Whom the heavenly thrones tremble.  Him do thou beseech, O most blessed one, that He save our souls.

Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.


Behold, Christ, the Life of all, was seen lifted up upon the Tree of His own will; and seeing these things, the earth quaked, and many of the bodies of the holy departed manifestly arose, and the prison of hades was shaken.

Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.


The Lord, the Life of the living and Well-spring of good things, Who richly poureth forth the water of doctrines, cried out to the woman: “Give Me water to drink, that I may give thee the water which drieth up the springs of thy sins.”


Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

One is Light indivisibly – the three-Sunned Unity, the unoriginate Father, Son and Spirit, the one Godhead, the Life and Creator of all.  O ye faithful, with the incorporeal beings let us sing unto Him, uttering sacred words in thrice-holy hymns.


Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

As thou wast the abode of Light, O pure one, enlighten the eyes of my soul, which have been darkened by the many machinations of the enemy; and vouchsafe that with a pure heart I may clearly see the Light Who shone forth from thee in manner past understanding.

Katavasia, Tone 1: Shine, shine, O new Jerusalem, /

for the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee; /

dance now and be glad, O Zion, /

and do thou exult, O pure Theotokos, //

in the arising of Him Whom thou didst bear.

The Exapostilaria:
Tone 3: Having fallen asleep in the flesh, /

as a mortal, /

O King and Lord, /

on the third day Thou didst rise again, /

raising up Adam from corruption, /

and abolishing death: /

O Pascha of incorruption, //

Salvation of the world!   

Glory… [Special melody: Hearken ye women]:
On coming to Samaria, / 
O Savior, Thou Almighty One, / 
Thou spakest there with a woman / 
and didst entreat her for water, / 
though for the Jews Thou hadst of old / 
brought forth springs from a cloven rock. / 
Thou broughtest her to faith in Thee, // 
and now she ever enjoyeth eternal life in the Heavens.

Both now... [same melody]:
At Mid-feast Thou, O Friend of man, / 
didst come unto the temple's courts / 
and unto all didst say clearly: / 
All ye that thirst, come unto Me, / 
and draw forth living water now, / 
which is poured forth abundantly. / 
For thereby ye shall all enjoy sacred delight // 
and divine grace and life immortal without end.

At the Praises, 8 stichera: 6 of the resurrection, and 2 of the Samaritan woman:

To do among them the judgment that is written * This glory shall be to all His saints.

O Almighty Lord, / 

Who endured the Cross and death, and rose from the dead, // 

we glorify Thy resurrection!

Praise ye God in His saints, * praise Him in the firmament of His power. 

By Thy Cross, O Christ, / 

hast Thou freed us from the ancient curse; / 

by Thy death hast Thou set at naught the devil who tormenteth our nature; / 

and by Thine arising hast Thou filled all with joy. / 

Wherefore, we cry aloud to Thee: / 

O Lord Who hast risen from the dead, // 

glory be to Thee!

Praise Him for His mighty acts, * praise Him according to the multitude of His greatness.

By Thy Cross, O Christ our Savior, / 

guide us to Thy truth, / 

and deliver us from the snares of the enemy. / 

O Thou Who hast risen from the dead, / 

through the supplications of Thy saints / 

do Thou raise us up who have fallen through sin, / 

stretching forth Thy hand to us, // 

O Lord Who lovest mankind.

Praise Him with the sound of trumpet, * praise Him with the psaltery and harp.

Without separating Thyself from the bosom of the Father, / 

O only begotten Son of God, / 

Thou didst come to earth in Thy love for mankind, / 

becoming a man immutable; / 

and Thou didst endure death in the flesh, / 

O Thou Who in Thy divinity art foreign to suffering. / 

And having risen from the dead, / 

Thou hast given immortality to the human race, // 

in that Thou alone art Almighty.

Praise Him with timbrel and dance, * praise him with strings and flute.

Thou didst accept death in the flesh, / 

mediating immortality for us, O Savior, / 

and didst make Thine abode in the tomb, / 

that Thou mightest free us from hades, raising us up with Thyself. / 

Therefore, Thou didst suffer as a man, but didst rise as God, / 

for which cause we cry out: / 

Glory to Thee, O Lord, Bestower of life, // 

Who alone lovest mankind!

Praise Him with tuneful cymbals, praise Him with cymbals of jubilation. * Let every breath praise the Lord.

The stones were rent asunder, O Savior, / 

when Thy Cross was planted on Golgotha; / 

and the gatekeepers of hades were struck with fear /

when Thou wast laid in the tomb as one dead. / 

For Thou, O Savior Who hast set at naught the might of death, / 

hast by Thy resurrection granted incorruption unto all the dead. // 

O Lord, Bestower of life, glory be to Thee!


Bend Thy bow, and proceed prosperously and be king, * because of truth and meekness and righteousness.

Tone 3:  Let Heaven and earth radiantly rejoice today, / 
for Christ hath appeared as man in the flesh, / 
that He might deliver from the curse the whole race of Adam; / 
and when He came to Samaria, He was made wondrous by wonders. / 
He that is compassed about by the waters of the clouds / 
standeth nigh unto a woman and seeketh water. / 
Wherefore, let all us the faithful worship Him, / 
Who of His own will became poor for our sake // 
in His compassionate counsel. 


Thou hast loved righteousness * and hated iniquity.

Tone 6:  Thus saith the Lord unto the woman of Samaria: / 
If thou knewest the gift of God, / 
and Who it is that saith to thee: Give Me water to drink, / 
thou wouldst have asked Him, / 
and He would have given thee to drink, / 
that thou mightest never thirst unto eternity, // 
saith the Lord.

Glory... Same Tone:

The Well-spring of the principle of life, / 
Jesus, our Savior, / 
came to the well of the Patriarch Jacob, / 
and sought water from a Samaritan woman that He might drink. / 
And when she addressed Him / 
and said that the Jews had no dealings with the Samaritans, / 
the wise Creator diverted her by the sweetness of His words / 
rather to seek of Him the everlasting water, / 
which, when she received it, she proclaimed to all, saying: / 
Come and see the Knower of things hidden, // 
God Who is come in the flesh to save man.

Both now… Tone 2:

Most blessed art Thou, O Virgin Theotokos, /

for through Him Who became incarnate of Thee /

is hades led captive, Adam recalled, /

the curse annulled, Eve set free, /

death slain, and we are given life. /

Wherefore, we cry aloud in praise: //

 Blessed is Christ God Who hast been so pleased, glory be to Thee.

After the dismissal:

Glory… Both now… Tone 7: Lo!  It is dark and very early in the morning. / 

Why standest thou by the tomb, O Mary, / 

harboring much darkness in thy mind, wherein thou askest: / 
Where hath Jesus been laid? / 

But behold the disciples who have come running together, / 

and how they have discovered the resurrection by the grave-clothes and the winding sheet, / 

and remembered the Scriptures concerning them! / 

And we, believing with them and through them, hymn Thee: // 

Christ the Bestower of life.
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