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September 28th
Our Venerable Father St. Chariton the Confessor


Vespers

At Lord, I have cried, 10 stichera: 4 of the resurrection, and 6 of the saint:

Tone 4 [Special melody “Thou hast granted a sign”]:
By abstinence and through fervent prayer /

thou didst cause the passions of thy body to wither up, /

and with torrents of tears thou didst drown the deceitful serpent, O blessed one; /

and thou wast well-pleasing in great measure unto God, O venerable Chariton. /

Wherefore, Jesus, Who loveth mankind, the Savior of our souls, //

hath adorned thee with heavenly gifts. 


Twice
With the sweat of thy struggle /

thou didst quench the burning coal of the passions, O right wondrous one, /

thyself partaking of fire through thy wounds and pangs; /

and thou didst confess the condescension of the incarnate Word /

before the iniquitous tyrants, and wast a witness for Him, /

arrayed in the wounds of thy many and varied torments, //

O God-bearing Chariton who art most rich.


Twice
Fleeing, thou didst withdraw into the desert places and the mountains, /

preserving thy soul undefiled, /

and wast shown to be a habitation of the Trinity, O most sacred and blessed Chariton; /

by the power thereof thou didst found sacred houses, O blessed one, /

and monasteries for the edification in salvation of monastics //

who honor thy holy memory, O ever-memorable one.
Twice
Glory… Tone 4:

O God-bearing Chariton, /

even after death thou livest in Christ in the heavens, /

for Whose sake thou didst crucify thyself to the world; /

for, being above the flesh and the world, /

thou didst truly live, transcending visible things.  /

Yet thou didst not live for thyself alone, /

but Christ our God dwelt within thee.  /

Him do thou entreat, //

that our souls be saved.
Both now… The Sunday Dogmatic theotokion in the Tone of the Week. 

The Reading from the Wisdom of Solomon

The righteous live for evermore; their reward also is with the Lord, and the care of them is with the most High.  Therefore shall they receive a glorious kingdom, and a beautiful crown from the Lord's hand: for with his right hand shall he cover them, and with his arm shall he protect them.  He shall take to him his jealousy for complete armour, and make the creature his weapon for the revenge of his enemies. He shall put on righteousness as a breastplate, and true judgment instead of an helmet.  He shall take holiness for an invincible shield.  His severe wrath shall he sharpen for a sword, and the world shall fight with him against the unwise.  Then shall the right aiming thunderbolts go abroad; and from the clouds, as from a well drawn bow, shall they fly to the mark.  And hailstones full of wrath shall be cast as out of a stone bow, and the water of the sea shall rage against them, and the floods shall cruelly drown them.  Yea, a mighty wind shall stand up against them, and like a storm shall blow them away: thus iniquity shall lay waste the whole earth, and ill dealing shall overthrow the thrones of the mighty.  Hear therefore, O ye kings, and understand; learn, ye that be judges of the ends of the earth.  Give ear, ye that rule the people, and glory in the multitude of nations.  For power is given you of the Lord, and sovereignty from the Most High.

The Reading from the Wisdom of Solomon

The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and there shall no torment touch them.  In the sight of the unwise they seemed to die: and their departure is taken for misery, and their going from us to be utter destruction: but they are in peace.  For though they be punished in the sight of men, yet is their hope full of immortality.  And having been a little chastised, they shall be greatly rewarded: for God proved them, and found them worthy for himself.  As gold in the furnace hath he tried them, and received them as a burnt offering.  And in the time of their visitation they shall shine, and run to and fro like sparks among the stubble.  They shall judge the nations, and have dominion over the people, and their Lord shall reign for ever.  They that put their trust in him shall understand the truth: and such as be faithful in love shall abide with him: for grace and mercy is to his saints, and he hath care for his elect.

The Reading from the Wisdom of Solomon

Though the righteous be prevented with death, yet shall he be in rest.  Thus the righteous who is dead shall condemn the ungodly who are living.  For they shall see the end of the wise, and shall not understand what God in His counsel hath decreed of him.  For the Lord shall cast the ungodly down headlong, that they shall be speechless, and He shall shake them from the foundation; and they shall be utterly laid waste, and be in sorrow; and their memorial shall perish.  And when they cast up the account of their sins, they shall come with fear: and their own iniquities shall convict them to their face.  Then shall the righteous man stand in great boldness before the face of such as have afflicted him, and made no account of his labors.  When they see it, they shall be troubled with terrible fear, and shall be amazed at the strangeness of his salvation.  And they, repenting and groaning for anguish of spirit, shall say within themselves: “This was he whom we held betimes in derision, and as a proverb of reproach.  We fools accounted his life madness, and his end to be without honor.  How is he numbered among the children of God, and his lot among the saints?  Therefore have we erred from the way of truth, and the light of righteousness hath not shined unto us, and the sun of righteousness rose not upon us.  We have been full of the ways of the iniquitous and destruction, and have trodden trackless paths, but the ways of the Lord have we not known.”

At the Aposticha, the stichera of the resurrection, then:

Glory… Tone 8:

We honor thee, O Chariton our father, /

the instructor of a multitude of monks; /

for we have truly learned to walk aright in thy steps.  /

Blessed art thou who, having labored for Christ, /

didst denounce the power of the enemy.  /

O converser with angels, companion of the venerable and of the righteous: /

with them entreat the Lord, //

that our souls find mercy.
Both now… Tone 8:  O unwedded Virgin /

who ineffably conceived God in the flesh, /

Mother of God Most High: /

accept the entreaties of thy servants, /

O most immaculate one, /

granting unto all cleansing of transgressions; /

and, accepting now our supplications, //

pray thou that we all be saved.
Troparia: “O Theotokos and Virgin…”  x3
Matins

At God is the Lord, the troparion of the resurrection twice; then:
Glory… Tone 8: With streams of thy tears thou didst irrigate the barren desert, /

and with sighs from the depths of thy soul thou didst make it to bear fruit an hundredfold./

Thou wast a beacon to the whole world, radiating miracles.  //

O Chariton our father, entreat Christ God, that our souls be saved!

 

Both now… Tone 8:  O Good One, Who for our sake wast born of the Virgin /

and, having endured crucifixion, cast down death by death, /

and as God revealed the resurrection: /

disdain not that which Thou hast fashioned with Thine own hand.  /

Show forth Thy love for mankind, O Merciful One; /

accept the Theotokos who gave Thee birth and prayeth for us; //

and save Thy despairing people, O our Savior!

After the Kathisma: Sessional hymns from the Octoechos

Polyeleos and Magnification of the Sain, sung once, by the clergy.

The Evlogitaria (The assembly of angels was amazed).

Hypakoe of the Tone, All Sessional hymns of the Saint:

Tone 4 [Troparion Melody]:  
Having disdained the enjoyment of things earthly and corruptible, /

thou didst follow after Christ, /

and didst come to love the inhabitants of the desert /

more than the beauty of this world and passing delights.  /

Hence, thou wast vouchsafed to bear witness /

and hast joined the choir of fasters.  //

With them pray that thy servants be saved.
Glory… Both now… After God is it to thy divine protection /

that I, the lowly, flee, O Theotokos; /

and, falling down, I pray: Have mercy, O all-pure one, /

for my sins have gone over my head, /

and I fear and tremble before the torments.  /

O pure Mistress, make supplication to thy Son, //

that He deliver me therefrom!
Hymns of Ascent, and Prokimenon in tone of the week
Matins Gospel 

“Having beheld the Resurrection;” Psalm 50; Glory: “Through the prayers of the Apostles,” Both now:  “Through the prayers of the Theotokos,”  “Have mercy on me, O God,”   “Jesus having risen…”   Then the Litany: “Save, O God, Thy people…”
At the Canon: from the canon of the resurrection: 4;from the canon of the cross and resurrection: 2; from the canon of the Theotokos: 4; From the Menaion, the canon of the sain: 6t. Katavasia: I shall open my mouth…
After Ode III, the kontakion and ikos of the saint, and the sessional hymns: 

Tone 2: Having delighted in abstinence and bridled the desires of thy flesh, /

O divinely wise one, thou wast shown to increase in faith, /

and didst flourish like the tree of life in the midst of paradise, //

O most blessed and sacred Chariton.

Ikos:  Standing before God, open thou my mouth, by thy right acceptable supplications, O all blessed and most glorious venerable martyr, that I may hymn thy divine life and speak worthily of thy virtues which thou didst perfect on earth through thy fervent love.  For thou wast a most mighty confessor, and, loving vigil and purity, didst practice abstinence with faith, O exceeding blessed and most sacred Chariton.
Tone 8 [Sticheron Melody]:

Tested by the pangs of suffering /

and through feats of asceticism, made firm, /

thou didst shine with greater luster than gold in thy piety /

and becamest a pure receptacle of the Spirit.  /

Thou didst dispel the darkness of the evil spirits, /

and, assembling against them multitudes of monastics, /

thou didst become a shepherd /

and a most radiant beacon for them, O blessed Chariton.  /

Entreat Christ God, that He grant remission of sins //

unto those who honor thy holy memory with love.
Glory... Both now…

Having fallen into subtle dangers laid for me by enemies visible and invisible, /

and caught in the storm of my countless offenses, /

I flee to the haven of thy goodness, O pure one, /

as to my fervent help and protection.  /

Wherefore, O all-pure one, earnestly entreat Him Who became incarnate of thee, /

in behalf of all thy servants who beseech thee unceasingly, O all-pure Theotokos; /

and ever pray to Him, that He grant remission of offenses //

unto those who hymn thy glory as is meet.
After Ode VI, the kontakion and ikos of the resurrection. 

At Ode 9, “More Honorable...”

Holy is the Lord, our God.   

Exapostilaria:  Resurrection; then:

Glory… [Spec. Mel: “Hearken, ye women”]:
Having first been well tested by suffering /

and then completed a second divine race by fasting, /

thou didst ascend to the heavens, O venerable father Chariton, //

and standest before Christ, praying for us who fervently hymn thee.
Both now…  Resurrectional Theotokion
At the Praises, 4 stichera of the resurrection, and 4 of the Saint:

Praise Him with timbrel and dance, * praise him with strings and flute.

Tone 4 [Spec. Mel. “Thou hast given a sign”]:

The grace of the Spirit, shining upon thee, O Chariton our father, /

illumined thee with splendor; /

hence thou didst roll back the night of the passions /

and attain unto the daylight of dispassion, /

having united thyself in pure fashion unto the most pure Light.  /

Abiding therein, forget not, O divinely eloquent one, //

those who with faith hymn thy sacred memory.
Praise Him with tuneful cymbals, praise Him with cymbals of jubilation. * Let every breath praise the Lord.

Bearing the grace of heaven which thou didst desire, O Chariton, /

thou didst spurn the things of this earth; /

wherefore, like one incorporeal, thou didst choose a life of misery, /

desiring to quench thy thirst with piety, /

as at a torrent of ever-existing sweetness; /

and with thy tears thou didst dry up the turbid spring of the passions, O venerable one, //

and hast watered the grain of men’s souls.
Precious in the sight of the Lord * is the death of His saints.
From divine grace, O Chariton, /

thou didst worthily receive the grace of healings; /

hence, the deception of the evil spirits falleth down before thee, /

and thou didst pass through unpleasant afflictions, /

escaping corruption, O venerable one.  /

For thou pourest forth like water the streams of thy grace; //

and drinking thereof, we hymn thy memory.
Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord, * in His commandments shall he greatly delight.

Tone 5: O venerable father, /

on hearing the voice of the Gospel of the Lord, /

thou didst forsake the world, holding wealth and glory to be as nought.  /

Wherefore, thou didst cry out to all: /

Love God, and ye will receive everlasting grace; /

prefer nothing above His love, /

that, when He cometh in His glory, /

ye may find rest with all the saints!  /

Through his supplications, O Christ, //

preserve Thou and save our souls.
Glory… Gospel Sticheron
Both now…  “Most blessed art thou…”
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