September 20th
Afterfeast of Exaltation / Great Martyr Eustathius and his family


Vespers

At Lord I have cried, 10 stichera: 3 of the resurrection, and 3 of the feast:

Tone 4 [Special melody: Thou hast given a sign]:

Today Thy precious Cross / 
hath shone forth radiantly like the sun, O Savior Christ, / 
set up and elevated / 
on the all-glorious place of the skull, / 
on Thine all-holy mountain, / 
showing forth most manifestly that it is thereby, / 
O Omnipotent One, / 
that Thou hast raised our nature up to the heavens, // 
in that Thou lovest mankind. 

Today, O Unapproachable One, / 
the heavens have declared Thy glory unto men; / 
for the image of the Cross, / 
shining forth in radiance with unapproachable light, / 
hath denounced the savage and cruel nature / 
of those who slew God. / 
Wherefore, we glorify Thy loving dispensation, / 
O almighty Jesus, // 
the Savior of our souls. 

By stretching forth his arms / 
Moses vanquished Amalek, / 
prefiguring the image of the Cross; / 
and, bowing down before the tree of the Cross, / 
we now trample the wiles and machinations / 
of the enemy underfoot, / 
having Christ as our champion, / 
Who was lifted up upon it in the flesh, // 
slew the serpent and saved man. 

And 4 of the martyrs, in the same tone and melody:

Thy calling was from on high, / 
and not from men, O Eustathius; / 
for Christ, Who loveth mankind, / 
Himself appeared to thee / 
and ensnared thee, O blessed one, / 
in the nets of faith, / 
washing away thy sins with thy baptism and the trials of life, / 
and, as Master, He extendeth patience to thee // 
and showeth thee to be a victor renowned.

Rejoicing, O Eustathius, / 
in thy youth thou didst receive instruction in the virtues, / 
and, bereft of thy children and thy spouse, / 
thou didst valiantly endure captivity, / 
suffering ignominious slavery. / 
But thy courage in battle / 
made thee loving / 
and rendered thee radiant, // 
O ever-memorable one.

Thou didst offer thyself to God / 
as divine incense rendered most fragrant in the fire, / 
a beautiful holocaust, / 
a right acceptable sacrifice, / 
a living and most perfect offering, / 
fruitful with all thy household. / 
Wherefore, the mansions of heaven and the armies of the saints / 
have now received thee and thine, // 
O right wondrous Eustathius.

Glory… Tone 2:  
Eustathius setteth himself before us as a second Job / 
in life, sufferings and struggles, / 
a model of the virtues and a tower of patience / 
truly surpassing Job in that virtue / 
with his spouse and children, /

faithful in life and unshaken amid trials, / 
a victor amid sufferings. / 
Him do we set forth in supplication before Christ, / 
that He grant unto our souls enlightenment // 
and cleansing of transgressions.
Both now… The Sunday Dogmatic Theotokion in the tone of the week. 

At the Aposticha, stichera of the resurrection, then:

Glory … Tone 6:

O thou who art as firm as adamant in soul, / 
how can we praise thee as is meet? / 
For, deprived of thy spouse, / 
thou didst transcend nature, possessions and children, / 
and didst utter the blessed and ever-memorable cry of Job: / 
"The Lord hath given, and the Lord hath taken away! / 
As the Lord hath willed, so hath it been!" / 
But God Whom thou didst love and Whom thou didst fervently desire, / 
again gave thee most cherished things, / 
O thou who didst consider beforehand concerning those who suffered with thee. / 
And having reached the end of divers torments with them, / 
receiving them as thy fellow supplicants, / 
O blessed Eustathius, patient of soul, // 
pray thou, that we be delivered from our iniquities.
Both now… Same Tone: O Cross of Christ, / 
hope of Christians, / 
guide of the lost, haven of the tempest-tossed, / 
victory amid battles, / 
confirmation of the whole world, / 
physician of the ill, / 
resurrection of the dead: // 
Have mercy upon us!

Troparia: O Theotokos and Virgin x2; Feast x1:

Tone 1: O Lord, save Thy people /

and bless Thine inheritance. /

Grant Thou victory unto Orthodox Christians /

over their enemies, /

and by the power of Thy Cross //

do Thou preserve Thy commonwealth.
Matins

At God is the Lord, the troparion of the resurrection twice; then:

Glory… Tone 4: In their sufferings O Lord, /

Thy martyrs received imperishable crowns from Thee, our God; /

for, possessed of Thy might, /

they cast down the tormentors and set at naught the feeble audacity of the demons. //

By their supplications save our souls.

Both now… Tone 1: O Lord, save Thy people /

and bless Thine inheritance. /

Grant Thou victory unto Orthodox Christians /

over their enemies, /

and by the power of Thy Cross //

do Thou preserve Thy commonwealth.
After the Kathisma: Sessional hymns from the Octoechos.

Blessed are the blameless; Evlogitaria (The assembly of angels was amazed).

Hypakoe, Hymns of Ascent, and Prokimenon, in the Tone of the Week.

Matins Resurrectional Gospel.

Having beheld the resurrection; Psalm 50; G: Through the prayers of the apostles; N:  Through the prayers of the Theotokos; Have mercy on me, O God; Jesus having risen; Save, O God, Thy people.

At the Canon: from the Octoechos, the canon of the resurrection and 2 troparia from the canon of the Theotokos; from the Menaion, 4 troparia from the canon of the feast, and 4 troparia from the canon of the martyrs. 

After Ode III, the kontakion and ikos of the martyrs, then of the feast, and the sessional hymns of the martyrs and the feast. 
Tone 2: Manifestly emulating the sufferings of Christ, / 

and having drained His cup with fervor, O Eustathius, / 

thou wast a partaker and fellow heir of glory, // 

receiving divine remission from on high from the God of all Himself.
Ikos: Grant me the gift of hymnody, O Lord my God, that I may now hymn and speak of the struggles of Thine athlete, that in good order I may praise Eustathius, who was valiant in sufferings, who was ever the victor in battle against the enemy, who was great in piety, and hath shone forth among the choir of the martyrs.  For with them he singeth unceasingly to thee with the angels, O most Wise One, receiving divine remission from on high.

Tone 4:  O Thou Who wast lifted up willingly on the Cross, / 

bestow Thy mercies upon the new community named after Thee, O Christ God; / 

gladden with Thy power the Orthodox Christians, /

granting them victory over enemies; //

may they have as Thy help the weapon of peace, the invincible trophy.

Ikos:  He who was caught up to the third heaven of paradise and heard unspeakable and divine words which the human tongue cannot utter, what writeth he to the Galatians, which, as lovers of the ¬Scriptures, ye have both read and come to understand?   God forbid, saith he, that I should glory, save only in the Cross of the Lord, whereon having suffered He slew the passions.  Let us all then firmly hold this boast, the Cross of the Lord; for this Wood is our salvation, the weapon of peace, the invincible trophy.
Tone 8 [Sticheron Melody]: Above the hart thou didst see the image of the Cross, / 

and thereon the image of Jesus; / 

and falling prostrate thou didst marvel at this vision / 

and camest, with all thy household, to divine baptism, / 

and becoming poor, thou wast shown to be like a second Job. / 

Wherefore, deprived of spouse and sons, / 

thou didst cry aloud: / 

“The Lord hath given, and the Lord hath taken away!”/ 

O Eustathius, commander of warriors, / 

entreat Christ God that He grant remission of sins // 

unto those who with love celebrate thy holy memory.

Glory… Both now…

The honored one removed the Cross of the Savior, / 

which had been hidden in the earth, / 

she filleth the fullness of the world with joy, / 

and in the divine temple proclaimeth that it is to be elevated in the Spirit, / 

and beareth it as a scepter into the royal chambers, / 

Wherefore, Helena cried out to her son: “Reach out, O wise master, / 

and take in thy hands dominion and victory, / 

and teach the nations to venerate the Cross //

 and the sufferings of Christ in piety!”

After Ode VI, the kontakion and ikos of the Resurrection. 

The exapostilarion of the Resurrection, then:

Glory…

With thy divinely wise children and thy most blessed wife /

thou hast received the glory of immortality and never-ending life, /

O blessed Eustathius, /

having abandoned the pleasures of the world. //

Wherefore, with love we celebrate thy most sacred and divine memory.
Both now…
Placing our hope on thee, O Theotokos, /

we win a most perfect victory of twofold foes, /

having the Cross of thy Son as our weapon and trophy, //

our shield, sword, spear and arrow against Belial.
At the Praises, 8 stichera: 4 of the resurrection, and 4 of the martyrs:

Praise Him with timbrel and dance, * praise him with strings and flute.
Tone 4: Who will not bless thine all-blessed character, O Eustathius? / 
For thou didst valiantly undergo assault by the enemy, / 
the author of evil, / 
yet didst not despair at the loss of thy spouse and children, / 
but didst cry out Job's cry of thanksgiving: / 
"Naked came I forth from my mother's womb; / 
and naked shall I depart to the only Creator, // 
the Savior of our souls!"
Praise Him with tuneful cymbals, praise Him with cymbals of jubilation. * Let every breath praise the Lord.
Tone 6: As a habitation of the incorrupt Offspring of Mary, / 
O martyr, / 
abiding unceasingly in immaterial light, // 
thou dost render the uncreated Trinity right merciful unto us.
In the saints that are in His earth hath the Lord been wondrous; * He hath wrought all His desires in them
Tone 8: Entering into the impenetrable cloud / 
and uniting thyself to the Sun of righteousness / 
Who appeared noetically from on high / 
and having come in contact with the image of God through a living creature, / 
thou becamest an inspired image, / 
O most blessed Eustathius. / 
Wherefore, having been enlightened by water and the Spirit / 
and washed by thine activity and the blood of martyrdom, / 
thou hast been vouchsafed to join chorus / 
with the assemblies of the angels in heaven, // 
wherein do thou also unite us to Christ our God and Savior.
I beheld the Lord ever before me, for He is at my right hand, * that I might not be shaken. 

Having resigned thy military commission in a kingdom here below / 
when our Savior appeared to thee / 
in an image above a wild creature, / 
thou, together with thy wife and children, / 
dost now join chorus with the inhabitants of heaven, / 
O most blessed Eustathius. / 
Wherefore, we entreat thee: // 
Beseech the Lord in behalf of our souls!
Glory… and the appropriate Gospel sticheron. 
Both now… Most blessed art thou.
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