September 13th                           Forefeast of Exaltation 

                               Dedication of the Church of the Resurrection


Vespers

At Lord I have cried, 10 stichera: 4 of the resurrection, and 3 of the Dedication:

Tone 6:  In goodly fashion doth the old law mandate that dedications be honored, / 
and all the more should the new law also be honored with dedications; / 
for the islands are made new for God, as saith Isaiah, / 
by which we should understand the Churches now built by the na​tions, / 
which receive a firm foundation from God. // 
Wherefore, let us spiritually celebrate these present festivities.

Be ye made new, O brethren, / 
and, having put away the old man, live ye in newness of life, / 
bridling all things from whence death cometh; / 
let us chastise all our members, hating every evil fruit of the tree, / 
and keeping this carefully in mind, / 
let us avoid our ancient errors, / 
that man may thus be restored. // 
Therefore, the day of dedication is honored.

Thou didst set up Thy Church as a tower of strength, / 
O Christ, Thou preeternal Word, / 
for Thou didst found it upon the rock of the Faith. / 
Wherefore, it abideth unshakable forever, / 
having Thee Who, for its sake, immutably became man in latter times. / 
Wherefore, giving thanks, we hymn Thee, saying: / 
Thou art our King from before time began, / 
and forever, and still yet. // 
Glory be to Thee!

And 3 of the forefeast:

Tone 5 [Automelon]: 
Rejoice, thou Life-bearing Cross, / 
invincible victory of piety, / 
door to paradise, / 
confirmation of the faithful, / 
rampart of the Church, / 
whereby corruption hath been utterly destroyed, / 
the dominion of death trampled down, / 
and we have been lifted up from earth to them that are in Heaven, / 
invincible weapon, / 
contender against the demons, /
glory of the martyrs, / 
true adornment of the venerable, / 
haven of salvation, // 
which grantest the world great mercy.

Rejoice, thou Cross of the Lord, / 
whereby mankind hath been loosed from the curse, / 
all-honorable standard of joy / 
who dispersest the enemy in thine exaltation, / 
our helper, might of kings, / 
strength of the righteous, / 
splendor of priests, / 
which, when traced, doth deliver from misfortune, / 
staff of power whereby we are tended, / 
weapon of peace which the angels surround with fear, / 
divine glory of Christ // 
Who granteth the world great mercy. 

Rejoice, thou guide of the blind, / 
physician of the ailing, / 
resurrection of all the dead, / 
which hast raised us up who had fallen into corruption, / 
O precious Cross, / 
whereby the curse was annulled and incorruption budded forth, / 
and the earthly have been deified, / 
and the devil utterly cast down! / 
Beholding thee raised on high today in the hands of the high priest, / 
we exalt Him that was exalted in thy midst, / 
and bow down before thee, // 
plenteously drawing forth from thee great mercy.

Glory... Tone 6:
Celebrating the memory of the dedication, O Lord, / 
and glorifying Thee, the Bestower of holiness, we pray: / 
Let the senses of our souls be hallowed / 
through the supplications of the glorious passion-bearers, // 
O Good and Almighty One.

Both now… and the Sunday Dogmatic Theotokion in the Tone of the Week. 

3 Old Testament Readings for the Dedication:

The Reading from the Third Book of Kings:

Solomon stood up before the altar in the presence of all the congregation of Israel, and spread forth his hands toward heaven: and he said, Lord God of Israel, there is no God like Thee, in heaven above, and on the earth beneath.  If the heaven, and heaven of heavens will not suffice Thee; how much less this house that I have builded to Thy name?  Yet Thou, O Lord God of Israel, shalt have respect unto my supplication, to hearken unto the prayer which Thy servant maketh unto Thee in Thy presence this day; that Thine eyes may be open toward this house day and night, even toward the place whereof Thou saidst, My name shall be there: that Thou mayest hearken unto the prayer which Thy servant prayeth at this place day and night.  And Thou shalt hearken unto the prayer of Thy

servant, and of Thy people Israel, when they shall pray toward this place: and

Thou shalt hear in Thy dwelling place in heaven; and Thou shalt do, and be gracious.
The Reading from Proverbs

God by wisdom hath founded the earth; by prudence hath He prepared the heavens. By understanding the depths were broken up, and the clouds dropped waters.  My son, let not this pass thee by: keep my counsel and understanding, that thy soul may live, and grace be upon thy neck; and it shall be health unto thy flesh, and safety to thy bones: that thou mayest go confidently in peace in all thy ways, and that thy foot may not stumble.   For

if thou sit down, thou shalt not be dismayed; and if thou sleep, thou shalt slumber sweetly. And thou shalt not be afraid for terror that cometh upon  thee; neither of assaults of the ungodly men that come at thee.  For the Lord shall be over all thy ways, and shall establish thy foot, that thou be not moved. Forbear not to do good unto the needy, whensoever thine hand have power to help.  Say not, Come back another time; to morrow will I give; for thou knowest not what the day that cometh will bring forth. Devise not

evils against thy friend that dwelleth near thee, and trusteth thee.  Strive not with a man without a cause, lest he do thee some evil.  Procure not the reproaches of wicked men, neither do thou imitate his ways.  For every transgressor is unclean in the sight of the Lord; neither doth he sit among the righteous.  The curse of God is in the houses of the ungodly; but the habitations of the just are blessed. The Lord resisteth the proud, but giveth

grace unto the humble.
The Reading from Proverbs

Wisdom hath builded her an house, and hath set up seven pillars.  She hath killed her beasts; she hath mingled her wine in a bowl; she hath also furnished her table.  She hath sent forth her servants, calling with a loud proclamation unto the feast, saying, Whoso is foolish, let him turn aside to me; and unto them that want understanding, she saith, Come, eat of my bread, and drink wine which I have mingled for you.  Leave folly, that ye may reign for ever; and seek wisdom, and keep straight your understanding by  knowledge.  He that reproveth evil men shall get dishonour to himself: and he that rebuketh an ungodly man shall shame himself.  Rebuke not evil men, lest they hate thee: rebuke a wise man, and he will love thee.  Give opportunity to a wise man, and he will be yet wiser: teach a just man, and he will receive more.  The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: and the counsel of the holy is understanding: for to know the law is the token of a sound mind.  For in this way thou shalt live long, and years of thy life shall be added unto thee.
At the Aposticha, stichera of the resurrection, then:

Glory … Tone 2:

Celebrating the dedication of the most sa​cred temple of Thy resurrection, / 
we glorify Thee, O Lord, / 
Who hast sanctified it and per​fected it with Thine all-perfect grace, / 
Who art adorned therein by the faithful with sanctify​ing, mystic and sacred sacrifices, / 
receivest unbloody and all-pure sacrifices from the hands of Thy servants, / 
and bestowest great mercy and cleansing from sins // 
upon those who rightly make offering.
Both now…
The Cross of the Bestower of life, / 
a divine treasure hidden in the ground, / 
was shown in the heavens to the pious emperor / 
and noetically revealeth an inscription of victory of the enemy. / 
And joyfully hastening in godly manner with faith and love to see it on high, / 
he zealously lifted it from the bosom of the earth, // 
for the deliverance of the world and the salvation of our souls.
Troparia:  O Theotokos and Virgin x2; Dedication  x1:
Tone 4: Thou didst show forth the beauty /

of the holy dwelling-place of Thy glory here below, O Lord, /

like the splendor of the firmament on high. /

Establish it for all ages, /

and through the Theotokos /

accept the supplications we unceasingly offer unto Thee therein, //

O Thou life and resurrection of all.
Matins

At God is the Lord, the troparion of the resurrection twice; then:

Glory… Tone 4: Thou didst show forth the beauty /

of the holy dwelling-place of Thy glory here below, O Lord, / 

like the splendor of the firmament on high. / 

Establish it for all ages, / 

and through the Theotokos /

accept the supplications we unceasingly offer unto Thee therein, // 

O Thou life and resurrection of all.

Both now… Tone 4:  O Lord, we offer unto Thee in supplication / 

the life-creating Cross of Thy goodness, / 

which Thou hast bestowed upon us, / 

unworthy though we are. / 

Save Thou all Orthodox Christians, and this Thy city, / 

which entreateth Thee through the Theotokos, // 

O Thou Who alone lovest mankind.

After the Kathisma: Sessional hymns from the Octoechos.

Blessed are the blameless; Evlogitaria (The assembly of angels was amazed).

Hypakoe, Hymns of Ascent, and Prokimenon, in the Tone of the Week.

Matins Gospel.

Having beheld the resurrection; Psalm 50; G: Through the prayers of the apostles; N:  Through the prayers of the Theotokos; Have mercy on me, O God; Jesus having risen; Save, O God, Thy people.

At the Canon: from the Octoechos, the canon of the resurrection and 2 troparia from the canon of the Theotokos; from the Menaion, 4 troparia from the canon of the Dedication, and 4 troparia from the canon of the forefeast. 

After Ode III, the Kontakion and Ikos of the Dedication, and the sessional hymns of the Dedication and the forefeast:

Tone 2: Grant inner enlightenment and spiritual renewal of heart / 

unto those who with faith celebrate the sacred dedication of the temple of Thy house, / 

which it was Thy good pleasure to have built unto Thy divine name, // 

O Thou Who art glorious in the saints.

Ikos:  The most wise Solomon of old, celebrating the memorial of the dedication, brought dumb beasts as whole-burnt offerings and sacrifices to God; and now, when truth and grace have come to earth, He Who offered Himself as sacrifice for our salvation hath abolished the sacrifices, in that He loveth mankind.  He Who alone is glorious in the saints hath sanctified the church and shown it to be unshakable.

Tone 8 [Sticheron Melody]: Christ showed forth the tabernacle of witness; / 

the godly Moses set it up on earth; / 

and Solomon dedicated the temple with sacrifices; / 

and we, hastening to the new Jerusalem with faith, / 

like David utter divine hymnody / 

unto Him Who was crucified for our sake, / 

asking forgiveness // 

for all things wherein we have sinned.
Glory… Both now… Tone 4:  Moses streched out his arms to heaven on high, / 
prefiguring the Cross, / 
the divine weapon of the faithful, / 
to which Christ nailed our sins.  / 
Wherefore, the enemy wept, his senses wounded painfully, and said: / 

“This spear of wood hath pierced my heart! // 

Christ releaseth all from the bonds of hell!”
After Ode VI, the Kontakion and Ikos of the Resurrection. 

The exapostilarion of the appropriate Matins Gospel, then:

Glory…

The most wondrous and most precious and holy Church, /

which Thou didst redeem by Thine all-pure blood, O good Word, /

renew by the Spirit, and adorn it with most divine rays, /

glorifying it with glory by those who celebrate //

the dedication of thy temple as is meet.

Both now…

With light-giving splendors the Cross of the Lord /

summoneth to its elevation all who with divine love stand before it. /

Come ye all, and with joy, love, fear and faith //

let us kiss it and glorify the one Creator and Master!
At the Praises, 8 stichera: 4 of the resurrection, then:

Praise Him with timbrel and dance, * praise him with strings and flute.

Tone 4 [Spec. Mel.: "Thou hast given a sign..."]:

Today the divine, sacred, honored and light-bearing house / 
of the resurrection of Christ / 
is splendidly consecrated, / 
and His sepulcher giveth divine life unto the world; / 
a well-spring of immortality gusheth forth, / 
pouring forth streams of miracles, / 
and, overflowing with the waters of grace, / 
it granteth healings / 
unto those who hymn it with faith.

Praise Him with tuneful cymbals, praise Him with cymbals of jubilation. * Let every breath praise the Lord.

Shining forth from on high, / 
a radiant beam hath shone forth, / 
illumining all; / 
wherefore, with faith let us all honor / 
the resurrection of Christ the Creator / 
and in hymns let us celebrate / 
the life-bearing and divine festival of the dedication, / 
and let us be jubilant in psalms, / 
that we may find the Savior and Lord to be merciful to us.

Holiness becometh Thy house, O Lord, * unto length of days.

Tone 3: Arise unto thyself, O man! /  

Be thou new instead of old! / 

And celebrate the restoration of the soul while yet thou hast life, / 

that the path of all life may be restored to thee, / 

for the old hath passed away, / 

and, lo! all things are new! / 

Transformed by a change for the good, / 

offer this to the feast as fruit. / 

Thus is man made new, // 

and thus is the day of the dedication honored.
The Lord is king, * He is clothed in majesty. 
O Christ our God, of Thine own will / 
Thou hast accepted crucifixion / 
that all mankind might be restored to life. / 
Taking the quill of the Cross, / 
out of love for man in the red ink of royalty / 
with bloody fingers Thou hast signed our absolution. / 
We are in danger once again of being parted from Thee; / 
O forsake us not! / 
Take pity on Thy people in distress, / 
for Thou alone art long-suffering. // 
Rise up and fight against our enemies in Thine almighty power.

Glory… and the appropriate Gospel sticheron. 
Both now… Most blessed art thou…
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