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July 20                                            Prophet Elijah


Vespers

At Lord I have Cried:  Resurrection 4; Prophet 6:

Tone 1 [Special Melody: Joy of the ranks of heaven]: 
O compassionate Word who translated Elijah the Tishbite /

from the earth in a fiery chariot: /

By his supplication save us who glorify Thee in faith //

and celebrate his divine and salvific memory.


In the earthquake and the gentle breeze /

thou didst perceive the coming of God which of old enlightened thee, /

O divinely blessed Elijah; /

and, seated in a chariot drawn by four steeds, /

amazed, thou didst traverse the sky in a strange manner, //

O divinely inspired one.
Aflame with zeal divine, /

thou didst slay the shameful priests with a knife; /

and with thy tongue thou didst constrain the sky, /

that it not rain upon the earth; /

and thou didst fill Elisha with grace divine, /

by the twofold bestowal of thy mantle, //

O wise Elijah.
Tone 2:  Two beacons have shone forth upon the world: /

the most radiant Elijah and Elisha.  /

The one by the word of God shut up the drops of the rains of the sky, /

rebuked the king, and was upborne to the heavens on a fiery chariot; /

and the other cured bitter waters /

and, having received a double measure of grace, /

parted the Jordan’s streams.  /

And now, joining chorus with the angels, //

they pray for us, that our souls may be saved.

The fiery chariot which caught thee up to the heavens /

on the air as in an earthquake, /

bestowed upon thee the fiery grace of miracles, /

O Elijah the Tishbite, rendering thee incorrupt, /

that wouldst not see death until thou hadst proclaimed the end to all. /

Wherefore, come thou, //

granting us the instruction of thy worthy deeds.

O inextinguishable beacon of the Church, /

aflame with zeal divine, prophet Elijah!  /

Thou didst shut up the drops of heaven; /

and, fed by a raven, thou didst rebuke the king, /

and didst put the priests to death; /

fire from heaven didst thou call down, /

and, having slain the two captains of fifty, /

thou didst sustain the widow with oil and a small handful of meal, /

and didst raise her son from the dead by thy prayer; /

fire didst thou kindle amid water; /

the streams of Jordan didst thou traverse on foot; /

thou didst ascend to the heavens on a fiery chariot, /

and didst bestow upon Elisha a double measure of grace.  //

Pray thou unceasingly to God, that our souls be saved!

Glory… Tone 6: 
Come, ye assembly of the Orthodox, /

and, gathering together in the most honored temple /

of the divinely eloquent prophets today, /

with psalmody let us chant a harmonious hymn unto Christ our God /

Who hath glorified them; /

and with joy and gladness let us cry out: /

Rejoice, O Elijah of great renown, /

earthly angel and heavenly man!  /

Rejoice, O most honored Elisha, /

who received from God a double measure of grace!  /

Rejoice, ye fervent helpers, /

intercessors and physicians of the souls and bodies of Christ-loving people! /

From every hostile attack and evil circumstance, //

deliver those who with faith celebrate //

your most festive memory!
Both now…  The Sunday Dogmatic in the tone of the week

Entrance, Prokimenon of the day, and three readings.

Aposticha: Resurrection; then:
Glory… Tone 6:

O prophet, preacher of Christ, /

thou dost never depart from the Throne of Majesty, /

and ever intercedest for everyone afflicted with sickness.  /

Ministering in the Highest, /

glorified in all places, /

thou dost bless the whole world.  //

Ask thou for cleansing for our souls.
Both now… 
Christ the Lord, my Creator and Deliverer, /

Who came forth from thy womb, O all-pure one, /

and robed Himself in me, /

hath freed Adam from the curse.  /

Wherefore, like the angel do we unceasingly cry out to thee, /

O most pure one, who art truly the Mother of God and Virgin: /

Rejoice!  Rejoice, O Mistress, //

thou intercession, protection and salvation for our souls!

Troparia:  O Theotokos and Virgin x2; then: 

Tone 4:  The incarnate angel, the summit of the prophets, /

the forerunner of the coming of Christ, /

Elijah the glorious from on high did send down grace to Elisha, /

he driveth away diseases and cleanseth lepers. //

Wherefore, he poureth forth healings upon them that honor him.

Once
Matins:

Troparia after God is the Lord: Resurrection x2; then:
Glory… Tone 4:  
The incarnate angel, the summit of the prophets, /

the forerunner of the coming of Christ, /

Elijah the glorious from on high did send down grace to Elisha, /

he driveth away diseases and cleanseth lepers. //

Wherefore, he poureth forth healings upon them that honor him.


Both now… Tone 4: The mystery hidden from before the ages /

and unknown even to the angels, /

through thee, O Theotokos, hath been revealed to those on earth: /

God incarnate in unconfused union, /

Who willingly accepted the Cross for our sake /

and thereby raising up the first-formed man, //

hath saved our souls from death.

After the Kathisma: Sessional hymns from the Octoechos

Polyeleos, Magnification of the Prophet, sung only once, by the clergy
The Evlogitaria

Hypakoe of the Tone; Sessional hymns of the Prophet:
Tone 8 [Troparion Melody]: 

Being a lover of wisdom, O most honored prophet, /

openly denouncing the unjust king who acted unrighteously, /

thou didst constrain him to cry out: /

“Truly there is but one God: He who is preached by Elijah!”  /

And thence thou didst proceed to rebuke Jezebel for her plundering and love of gold.  /

O prophet and forerunner of the Coming of Christ, Elijah of great renown: //

Entreat Christ God, that He grant remission of sins to those who with faith glorify thine ascent.
Glory… both now…
All of us, the generations of man, bless thee, /

the Virgin who alone among women gave birth without seed unto God in the flesh.  /

For the fire of the Godhead dwelt within thee, /

and with milk didst thou nurture thy Creator and Lord as an infant. /

Wherefore, we, the race of angels and of men, /

glorify thine all-holy birthgiving as is meet, and together cry out to thee: /

Entreat Christ God, that He grant remission of sins //

unto those who with faith worship thine all-holy birthgiving.
Hymns of Ascent, and Prokimenon in tone of the week

Matins Gospel 

“Having beheld the Resurrection;” Psalm 50; Glory: “Through the prayers of the Apostles,” Both now:  “Through the prayers of the Theotokos,”  “Have mercy on me, O God,”   “Jesus having risen…”   Then the Litany: “Save, O God, Thy people…”

Canon:                               


Resurrection           
4              “Glory to Thy Holy Resurrection, O Lord.”

               Theotokos                         
2              “O Most Holy Theotokos, save us.”

               Prophet                              
8              “Holy prophet of God Elijah, pray to God for us.”

               Katavasia, “I shall open my mouth…” 

After Ode 3, Kontakion, Ikos, and Sessional hymns of the Prophet
Tone 2:  O renowned Elijah, prophet and seer of the mighty works of God, /

who by thy word didst check the torrential rain-clouds: //

pray for us to the only Lover of mankind.
Ikos: Beholding the great iniquity of men and the great love of God for mankind, the prophet Elijah was troubled and grew wroth; and he addressed pitiless words to the Merciful One, crying out: “Be Thou angered against those who deny Thee, O righteous Judge!”  But he did not move the compassion of the Good One to torment those who deny Him, for He Who alone loveth mankind doth ever await the repentance of all.
Glory… Tone 8 [Sticheron melody]:
O ye faithful, with hymns let us all praise Elijah the Tishbite, /

the wellspring of miracles and adornment of the prophets; /

for, being immortal while yet in the flesh, /

as a mortal he assureth us of the resurrection of the dead.  /

Wherefore, having boldness before God, /

he granteth healing to those who ask with faith, /

and earnestly beseecheth Christ to bestow remission of offenses //

upon those who with love celebrate his holy memory.
Both now…
Having fallen into subtle temptations /

through the activity of mine enemies, visible and invisible, /

I am caught fast in the tempest of my countless offenses.  /

And I flee to the haven of thy goodness, /

as to my fervent help and protection, O pure one.  /

Wherefore, O most pure lady, earnestly entreat Him /

Who was incarnate of thee without seed, /

in behalf of all thy servants that unceasingly pray to thee, /

O all-pure Theotokos, who dost ever beseech Him to grant //

remission of offenses to those who hymn thy glory as is meet.
After Ode 6, Kontakion and Ikos of the Resurrection

At Ode 9, “More Honorable...” 

Holy is the Lord, our God.   

Exapostilaria:  Resurrection; then:
The Light Who showed thee to be a charioteer /

traversing the sky on a fiery chariot drawn by four steeds, O Elijah, /

did not consume thee utterly;  /

for with thy fiery tongue thou didst draw fire down //

and didst extinguish it with showers.

Glory… Thou wast caught up on a fiery chariot to the circles of heaven.  /

And looking down therefrom, as thou art close to the Light, /

grant noetic light unto us that now celebrate //

thy holy memory with faith.
Both now… Resurrectional Theotokion
Praises: Resurrection 4; Prophet 4:


Praise Him with timbrel and dance, * praise him with strings and flute.

Tone 8 [Spec. Mel. “What shall we call you…”]:
O wondrous prophet, when thou didst unite thyself to God /

by thy pure life of virtue, /

and hadst received dominion thereby, /

thou didst traverse creation in mind, /

didst call down fire from on high, /

and didst destroy the enemy.  //

Pray that our souls be saved.

Praise Him with tuneful cymbals, praise Him with cymbals of jubilation. * Let every breath praise the Lord.

Aflame with zeal for the Lord, /

thou didst openly denounce the iniquitous king, /

and didst zealously put to death the shameless priests, /

kindling fire amid the water, O blessed one.  /

And thou wast a source of food not produced by cultivation, /

and with thy mantle didst part the waters of the Jordan.  //

Pray that our souls be saved.

Moses and Aaron are among His priests * and Samuel among those who call upon His name.
O prophet, when thou didst show forth on earth /

a life which was truly heavenly, /

enriched by the hypostatic Life within thee, /

thou didst resurrect a dead boy by thy breath; /

and thou dost remain apart from death for many years, /

for thou didst mount a fiery chariot and wast raised up to the Highest.  //

Pray that our souls be saved.

Thou art a priest forever, * after the order of Melchizedek.
Tone 8:  O ye faithful, let us honor in song the chiefs among the prophets, /

the most radiant beacons of the whole world: Elijah and Elisha.  /

And let us joyously cry out to Christ: /

O compassionate Lord, through the supplications of Thy prophets, //

grant Thy people remission of sins and great mercy.
Glory… Gospel Sticheron 
Both now… “Most blessed art thou…”
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