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November 30th

           The Holy Apostle Andrew


Vespers

At Lord I have cried, 4 stichera of the Resurrection and 6 of the apostle:

Tone 4 [Special Melody: “Called from on high”]: 
When the hypostatic Effulgence of the Father’s glory appeared, /

depicted by the light of the Forerunner, /

desiring, in His loving-kindness, to save the human race, /

then wast thou the first to have recourse unto Him, O glorious one, /

being enlightened in mind by the most perfect radiance of His divinity, /

thenceforth becoming the pracher and apostle of Christ our God.  /

Him do thou beseech, //

that He save and enlighten our souls.  

Twice.
When the all-holy Word became incarnate, /

granting us life, heralded by the voice of the Forerunner, /

announcing the glad tidings of salvation unto those on earth, /

then didst thou dedicate thyself to Him as first fruits, /

as the best of offerings, /

and didst proclaim Him as our God to thy kinsman.  /

Him do thou beseech, //

that He save and enlighten our souls.  

Twice.
Having been the disciple of Him Who sprang forth from a barren woman, /

the teacher of piety and chastity, /

who showed the way to purity, /

when the Offspring of the Virgin shone forth, /

then wast thou a most fervent lover of virtue, O blessed Andrew, /

and, making ascent within thy heart, /

thou wast caught up from glory to the ineffable glory of Christ our God. /

Him do thou beseech, //

that He save and enlighten our souls.  

Twice.
Glory… Tone 4:

Leaving behind the netting of fish, O apostle, /

thou dost trap men with the rod of thy preachng, /

lowering the lure of piety as a hook /

and drawing forth all the nations from the depths of falsehood, O apostle Andrew, /

who art the blood relation of the preeminent one.  /

O clarion-voiced herald of the whole world, /

fail not in thy prayers in behalf of us //

who with love and faith ever praise thine honored memory.
Both now... The Sunday Dogmatic Theotokion in the tone of the Week.  

3 Readings for the Apostles:

The Reading from the First Catholic Epistle of St. Peter

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations: that the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:  Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory: receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.  Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you: searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.  Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into.  Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;  as obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance: but as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.  And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth according to every man's work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear:  Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you, who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God.  Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently:  Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.  For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away: but the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you.  Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings, as newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby:  If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious.  To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious, ye also, as living stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.  Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded.
The Reading from the First Catholic Epistle of St. Peter

Beloved, Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously: 4Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.  For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls.  Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they also may without the word be won by the conversation of the wives; while they behold your chaste conversation coupled with fear.  Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; but let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.  For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in God, adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands: even as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, and are not afraid with any amazement.  Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered.  Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous: not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto called, that ye should inherit a blessing.
The Reading from the First Catholic Epistle of St. Peter

Beloved, forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin; that he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God.  For the time past of our life may suffice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries: wherein they think it strange that ye run not with them to the same excess of riot, speaking evil of you: who shall give account to him that is ready to judge the quick and the dead.  For for this cause was the gospel preached also to them that are dead, that they might be judged according to men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit.  But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer.  And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of sins.  Use hospitality one to another without grudging.  As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.  If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

At the Aposticha, the stichera of the Resurrection, then:

Glory... Tone 2:

In hymns let us honor the apostle Andrew, /

the kinsman of Peter and disciple of Christ, /

the fisherman and the fisher of men; /

for, having learned all the dogmas from the teaching of Jesus, /

he presented them as a lure to the iniquitous fish of the flesh, and ensnared them.  /

By his supplications, O Christ, //

grant Thou Thy people peace and great mercy.
Both now... Tone 2:  Tell us, O Joseph, /

how is it that thou leadest to Bethlehem the Virgin, great with child, /

whom thou didst receive from the holy of holies?  /

Having searched the prophets and received reply of an angel, /

I am persuaded that Mary doth ineffably bear God, /

and magi shall come from the East to worship Him, /

ministering unto Him with precious gifts.  //

O Lord, Who wast incarnate for our sake, glory be to Thee!
Troparia:  “O Theotokos and Virgin…” x3
Matins

At God is the Lord, the troparion of the resurrection twice, then:

Glory… Tone 4: As thou art the first-called of the apostles /

and the brother of the preeminent one, /

entreat thou the Master of all, O Andrew, /

that He grant peace to the world //

and great mercy to our souls.

Both now… Tone 4:  The mystery hidden from before the ages /

and unknown even to the angels, /

through thee, O Theotokos, hath been revealed to those on earth: /

God incarnate in unconfused union, /

Who willingly accepted the Cross for our sake /

and thereby raising up the first-formed man, //

hath saved our souls from death.

After the Kathisma: Sessional hymns from the Octoechos

Polyeleos and Magnification of the Apostle (Sung only once, by the clergy)
The Evlogitaria 

Hypakoe of the Tone, All Sessional hymns of the Apostles:
Tone 5: Let us all praise the apostle /

as one who himself beheld the Word, /

a divine preacher and a truly spiritual fisher of nations, /

for we have been brought to knowledge of Christ /

by the divinely eloquent Andrew, /

our truly great intercessor, //

and he now prayeth unceasingly that our souls be saved.

Glory… Both now… O all-pure Virgin, /

praying to thy Son with His apostles, /

free us who unwaveringly place our trust in thee, who art our protection, /

from diverse temptations and evil circumstances, and from cruel misfortune; //

and save all who hymn thee.
Hymns of Ascent, and Prokimenon in tone of the week
Matins Gospel 

“Having beheld the Resurrection;” Psalm 50; Glory: “Through the prayers of the Apostles,” Both now:  “Through the prayers of the Theotokos,”  “Have mercy on me, O God,”   “Jesus having risen…”   Then the Litany: “Save, O God, Thy people…”

At the Canon:  


Resurrection               
4              Glory to Thy Holy Resurrection, O Lord.

              Theotokos                          
2              O Most Holy Theotokos, save us.

              
Apostles                            
8              Holy apostle and evangelist Matthew, pray to God for us.


Katavasia: I shall open my mouth
After Ode III, Kontakion (The divinely eloquent), Ikos, and Sessional hymns of the Apostle (We honor thee, as is meet);G: Apostle (Setting at naught); N: Theotokion (Rejoice, O fiery throne).
Tone 2:  The divinely eloquent namesake of manliness, /

the eminent follower of the Church, the kinsman of Peter, /

let us praise, for as of old he was called, so now he calleth us: //

“Come ye, we have found the Desired One!”

Ikos:  Of old David constrained a sinner like me to declare the precepts of God honorably.  And again he teacheth and with many tears doth proclaim: Today, if ye will hear His voice, harden not your hearts as Israel once embittered themselves!  And he leadeth the rest in psalmody: Come ye, hymn the Lord, all ye lands, for we have found the Desired One!
Tone 8 [Sticheron Melody]: We honor thee as is meet, O apostle Andrew, /

as the first-called of all the disciples and an eyewitness and minister of the Word; /

for, fervently and with unwavering faith, thou didst follow the Lamb /

Who taketh away the sins of the world.  /

And thereafter thou didst show thyself to share in the sufferings /

of Him Who willingly endured death for our sake.  /

Wherefore, we cry to thee: /

Pray thou to Christ God, that He grant remission of sins //

unto those who, with love, celebrate thy holy memory.
Glory… 
Setting at naught the audacity of the idols /

and yearning for the sufferings of Christ, /

thou didst show thyself to be an apostle, O blessed Andrew, /

raining down wonders from heaven, /

and wast a teacher of the nations, O most blessed one.  /

Wherefore, honoring thy memory as is meet, /

in hymns we glorify and faithfully magnify thee, O apostle of the Lord.  /

Pray thou to Christ God, that He grant remission of sins //

to those who with love celebrate thy holy memory.
Both now… 
Rejoice, O fiery throne of God!  /

Rejoice, O Maiden, royal seat and lavishly appointed couch, /

chamber hung with gold-embroided purple, cloak of scarlet, /

temple adorned, chariot of lightning, most radiant candlestick!  /

Rejoice, twelve-walled city, gate cast of gold, /

radiant bridal chamber, magnificently appointed banquet hall /

and divinely embellished tabernacle!  /

Rejoice, glorious Bride, radiant as the sun!  //

Rejoice, thou alone art the splendor of my soul.
After Ode VI, the kontakion and ikos of the Resurrection. 

The exapostilarion of the resurrection, then:

Glory... 

Finding thee, the Word, Who is wholly without beginning, /

showed thee forth as the first-called of all the apostles, /

O most blessed and ever-memorable Andrew; /

and having followed in His steps, /

thou didst show thyself to be a guide for those who are astray, //

leading them to the divine and heavenly path.
Both now... and the theotokion of the resurrection. 

At the Praises, on 8: Resurrection 4; Apostles 4:
Praise Him with timbrel and dance, * praise him with strings and flute.

Tone 1 [Special Melody: “Joy of the ranks of heaven”]:
Be glad now, O Bethsaida, /

for the most fragrant lilies, Peter and Andrew, /

have blossomed forth in thee from the vale of their mother, /

perfuming the whole world with the preaching of the Faith /

through the grace of Christ; //

and they have shared also in his sufferings.
Praise Him with tuneful cymbals, praise Him with cymbals of jubilation. * Let every breath praise the Lord.

Rejoice and make merry, O Andrew, /

for, clearly, in radiance of the Word, /

thou hast received Christ, the Sun of glory, the Bestower of life, /

to Whom cleaving with faith, thou didst preach.  /

Him do thou unceasingly entreat //

in behalf of us who hymn thee with faith.
Their sound hath gone forth into all the earth, * and their words unto the ends of the world. 

Andrew, the beholder of God, /

the teacher of the mysteries of the divine dispensation of Christ, /

elect among the first to be disciples of the Word, /

beholding Peter, his brother, crying aloud, did say: /

“We have found the Messiah, //

Whom the Scriptures and the prophets foretold!”
The heavens declare the glory of God, * and the firmament proclaimeth the work of His hands.
Tone 8:  Let us praise Andrew, /

the preacher of the Faith and servant of the Word, /

for he hath drawn men forth from the abyss, /

using the Cross instead of a rod; /

and lowering a line of power, /

he leadeth up souls from the deception of the enemy, /

and doth ever offer them to God as an acceptable gift.  /

Let us praise him, ye faithful, among the choirs of the disciples of Christ, /

that he may pray with them, that Christ be merciful //

unto us on the day of Judgment.
Glory… the appropriate Gospel sticheron
Both now… Most blessed art thou…
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