October 25th
            Holy Martyrs Marcian and Martyrius, the Notaries


Vespers

At Lord, I have cried, 10 stichera: 7 of the resurrection, and 3 of the martyrs:

Tone 4 [Special melody: “As one valiant…”]:
Having finished the race / 
and kept the Faith, / 
ye were crowned with the wreath of martyrdom, / 
O Marcian and Martyrius, / 
ye immovable pillars of the Church, / 
breasts putting forth the milk of truth, / 
lustrous pearls, / 
beacons illumining creation // 
with the splendors of piety.
Having between yourselves a single understanding / 
and agreeing as one, / 
O godly twain, / 
ye destroyed the division of Arius, / 
teaching all to worship the Son as consubstantial with the Father / 
and equally without beginning with the Spirit: / 
the Trinity in Unity, / 
the Unity in Trinity, // 
the one Godhead indivisible in three Persons.
Ye showed yourselves to be like-minded followers, / 
emulators and zealots / 
of the sacred preacher Paul, / 
and with the outpouring of your blood / 
ye drowned the enemy, / 
dried up the torrent of grievous heresies / 
and showed yourselves to be rivers of piety, / 
watering the Church of Christ, // 
O Marcian and Martyrius. 
Glory… Tone 1:

As disciples and followers / 
of the preacher and confessor of the consubstantial Trinity, / 
O blessed ones, / 
persecuted with him therefore, / 
ye preferred death by the sword to blasphemous heresy. / 
Wherefore, adorned by God with crowns of martyrdom, / 
and having attained boldness before Him, / 
pray ye, that those who honor your memory // 
may be delivered from misfortunes.

Both now… the Sunday Dogmatic Theotokion. 

At the Aposticha, the stichera of the resurrection, then:

Glory… Tone 3:

Having fended off heresies with the shield of the Faith, / 
Marcian and Martyrius, the champions of the Trinity and noetic beacons of the Church, / 
illumined the world with the light of Orthodoxy. / 
And, obedient to Paul the equal of the apostles, / 
the pastor and teacher of true dogmas, / 
they set at nought the distinctions of Arius and Nestorius / 
and did away with the confusions of Sabellius and Severus. / 
And theologizing concerning the Unity in Trinity, / 
and God Who was incarnate of the Virgin, / 
the most lauded ones preached that all should piously hymn the one Christ in two natures./ 
Wherefore, having received crowns of victory from heaven, // 
the divinely eloquent ones ask for us great mercy.
Both now… Tone 3:  Through the divine Spirit, by the will of the Father, /

without seed thou didst conceive the Son of God /

Who hath existed without mother from before the ages, /

and for our sake thou gavest birth in the flesh unto Him /

Who came forth from thee without father; /

and thou didst nurture Him on milk as a babe.  /

Wherefore, cease not to pray, //

that our souls be delivered from tribulations.
Troparia: O Theotokos and Virgin…  x3.

Matins

At God is the Lord, the troparion of the resurrection twice; then:

Glory… Tone 4:  In their sufferings O Lord, /

Thy martyrs received imperishable crowns from Thee, our God; /

for, possessed of Thy might, /

they cast down the tormentors and set at naught the feeble audacity of the demons. //

By their supplications save our souls.

Both now… Tone 4:  The mystery hidden from before the ages /

and unknown even to the angels, /

through thee, O Theotokos, hath been revealed to those on earth: /

God incarnate in unconfused union, /

Who willingly accepted the Cross for our sake /

and thereby raising up the first-formed man, //

hath saved our souls from death.
After each Kathisma: Sessional hymns from the Octoechos.

Polyeleos; Evlogitaria (The assembly of angels was amazed).

Hypakoe, Hymns of Ascent, and Prokimenon, in the tone of the week.

Matins Gospel 2.

Having beheld the resurrection; Psalm 50; G: Through the prayers of the apostles; N:  Through the prayers of the Theotokos; Have mercy on me, O God; Jesus having risen; Save, O God, Thy people.

At the Canon: from the Octoechos, the canons of the resurrection and of the cross and resurrection (including the theotokion) and 3 troparia from the canon of the Theotokos. From the Menaion, the canon of the martyrs. 

After Ode III, the kontakion of the martyrs, and the sessional hymns. 

Tone 4: Having struggled well from childhood, / 

O Marcian and wise Martyrius, / 

ye cast down the apostate Arius, / 

preserving the Orthodox Faith unadulterated, / 

following Paul, the wise teacher. / 

Wherefore, with him ye have found life, // 

as most excellent champions of the Trinity.
Ikos: As servants of the piety of God Who loveth mankind, O blessed twain, go ye quickly before me and deliver me from evil, bestowing upon me discourse of wisdom, that I may praise your suffering for the Faith, O holy ones who suffered with steadfast integrity and have received heavenly crowns.  And ye rejoice with the choirs of athletes and apostles, teachers and honored hierarchs, as preachers of the Word of God and most excellent champions of the Trinity.

Tone 3 [Sticheron Melody]:

Continuing your confessions even unto the shedding of your blood. / 

O glorious martyrs, ye accepted the divine definition concerning God, / 

denouncing the falsehood of the heretics / 

and preserving the Orthodox Faith. / 

Pray ye unceasingly to Christ God, // 

that He grant us great mercy.

Glory… Both now…

Without separating Himself from the divine Essence, /

God took on flesh in thy womb; / 

and though becoming man, the one Lord remained God, / 

preserving thee, the Virgin Mother, as immaculate after giving birth, / 

as thou wast before birthgiving. / 

Him do thou earnestly entreat // 

that He grant us great mercy.

After Ode VI, the kontakion and ikos of the resurrection. 

The exapostilarion of the resurrection, then:

Glory…
As followers of the most blessed Paul, /

ye finished your course and with him have received the kingdom of Christ /

and immortal glory; /

and ye stand together with all the saints before the worshipful Trinity, //

glorifying the Godhead as is meet. 
Both now… and the theotokion of the resurrectional exapostilarion. 
At the Praises, 8 stichera of the resurrection.

Glory… the appropriate Gospel sticheron.
Both now… Most blessed…
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