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October 19th



St. John of Kronstadt



Vespers

Blessed is the man

At Lord I have cried, on 10:  Octoechos 4; Saint 6:

Tone 6 [“Having set all aside...”]:

Having set aside all the things of this world, / 
with one voice let us praise the wondrous bea​con / 
of the land of Russia / 
and of the whole world, / 
the good shepherd, the priest John, / 
who hath given us a splendid model of life in Christ, / 
who on earth was aflame with the spirit of prayer, / 
and who received from the Lord / 
a twofold gift of healing. / 
Through his prayers may Christ strengthen us in piety / 
and show us to be steadfast children of the Church, // 
for the salvation of our souls. 

With all thy heart and mind, / 
O blessed John, / 
thou didst love the life in Christ; / 
thinking and doing all things to please God, / 
thy labors bore fruit abundantly / 
through the grace of the priesthood, / 
and at the Lord's Supper, as if in heaven, / 
with enraptured spirit  / 
thou didst stand at the altar of the Lord from day to day / 
with tears of compunction. / 
And now, standing before the Holy Trinity in the highest, offer up prayers, // 
that He grant peace to the world and save our souls.

By the path of spiritual vigilance, / 
rever​ence, contemplation of the mysteries of God, / 
amendment of soul, and rest in God, / 
thou didst attain unto the heavenly bridal chamber. / 
By acts of mercy and thy miracles the Church is adorned, / 
by the purity of thy life impiety is put to shame, / 
and by the words of thy writings the Faith is confirmed. / 
Wherefore, we entreat thee, / 
O most honored John: / 
Be thou our guide amid all our circumstances, / 
that guided and guarded by thee, // 
we may be vouchsafed the Kingdom of heaven.

Travailing with all thy heart / 
over the dark​ness of the nations, / 
thou didst at first think to depart unto the lands of the East. / 
But, behold​ing Kronstadt, which was far nearer, perish​ing, / 
thou didst submit to the call from on high, / 
which came once during sleep through a vision of a temple, / 
O righteous John. / 
"I know," thou didst say, "the loftiness of the priesthood, / 
yet I hope in God; / 
for I know that He is my strength." / 
O, the divine power of love, // 
which doth draw us to Christ and strengthen us! 

Making room for all in thy pastoral heart, / 
and constrained by the wounds inflicted upon the poor by poverty, / 
thou didst call all people by thy words and by thy writings, / 
to build a house of industry, that the poor might find refuge therein. / 
O teacher of good deeds worked through faith! / 
O nurturer of the souls and bodies of the poor! / 
O John, joy of them that before were in despair! / 
Thy care for such here on earth // 
was a likeness of thine intercession now in heaven.

Having acquired boldness in prayer, / 
with a heart open to all, full of compassion, / 
even after thy death thou dost not cease to offer it up. / 
And growing eternally richer in love, / 
thou dost ever pour forth healings and consolation, / 
O John, joyful and speedy helper. / 
O thou that didst heal through the laying on of thy hand, / 
knowing the needs of them that asked / 
before a word was uttered, / 
intercede now invisibly for us that hymn thee / 
as one that liveth in Christ, // 
await​ing thy help and assistance.

Glory... Tone 8:

Thou didst believe in righteousness with thy whole heart, / 
O priest of God, / 
and with thy lips thou didst speak unto salvation: / 
The Lord is my being; / 
the Lord is my deliverance from everlasting death; /
the Lord is my eternal life; / 
the Lord is my purification, / 
my deliverance and sanctification; / 
the Lord is my strength in weak​ness, / 
my freedom when I am straightened, / 
my light amid darkness, / 
my peace amid confusion! / 
Glory to Thee, O my Savior, almighty power! / 
Glory to Thee, O Savior, omnipresent power! / 
Glory to Thee, most kind-hearted Compassion! / 
Glory to Thee, Power ever open to my prayers! / 
Glory to Thee, brightest Eye which ever regard​est me / 
and beholdest all my hidden things! / 
Wherefore, O holy John, / 
following after thee we also cry out to the Lord: / 
Glory to Thee, O our God, wondrous in Thy saints / 
whose teachings show forth Thy wonder! // 
Glory be to Thee!

Both now... and the Dogmatic Theotokion in the Tone of the week.
Entrance, prokeimenon of the day, and three readings.

The Reading from the Prophecy of Joel
Thus saith the Lord: Turn to me with all your heart, and with fasting, and with weeping, and with lamentation: and rend your hearts, and not your garments, and turn to the Lord your God: for he is merciful and compassionate, longsuffering, and plenteous in mercy, and repents of evils.  Who knows if he will return, and repent, and leave a blessing behind him, even a meat-offering and a drink-offering to the Lord your God? Sound the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, proclaim a solemn service: gather the people, sanctify the congregation, assemble the elders, gather the infants at the breast: let the bridegroom go forth of his chamber, and the bride out of her closet. Between the porch and the altar let the priests that minister to the Lord weep, and say, Spare thy people, O Lord, and give not thine heritage to reproach, that the heathen should rule over them, lest they should say among the heathen, Where is their God?  But the Lord was jealous of his land, and spared his people.  And the Lord answered and said to his people, Behold I will send you corn, and wine, and oil, and ye shall be satisfied with them: and I will no longer make you a reproach among the Gentiles.  And I will chase away from you the northern adversary, and will drive him away into a dry land, and I will sink his face in the former sea, and his back parts in the latter sea, and his ill savour shall come up, and his stink shall come up, because he has wrought great things.  Be of good courage, O land; rejoice and be glad: for the Lord has done great things.  Be of good courage, ye beasts of the plain, for the plains of the wilderness have budded, for the trees have borne their fruit, the fig-tree and the vine have yielded their strength.  Rejoice then and be glad, ye children of Zion, in the Lord your God: for he has given you food fully, and he will rain on you the early and the latter rain, as before.  And the floors shall be filled with corn, and the presses shall overflow with wine and oil. And I will recompense you for the years which the locust, and the caterpillar, and the palmerworm, and the cankerworm have eaten, even my great army, which I sent against you.  And ye shall eat abundantly, and be satisfied, and shall praise the name of the Lord your God for the things which he has wrought wonderfully with you: and my people shall not be ashamed for ever.  And ye shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I am the Lord your God, and that there is none else beside me; and my people shall no more be ashamed for ever.
The Reading from the Prophecy of Joel

Thus saith the Lord: Ye shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I am the Lord your God, and that there is none else beside me; and my people shall no more be ashamed for ever. And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions. And on my servants and on my handmaids in those days will I pour out of my Spirit.  And I will shew wonders in heaven, and upon the earth, blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke.  The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and glorious day of the Lord come.  And it shall come to pass that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.
The Reading from the First Catholic Epistle of St. John

Beloved, If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?  And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother also. Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him.  By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his commandments.  For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.  For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?

At the Litia, the sticheron of the Temple, and then these stichera:

Tone 2:
“O Jesus, Son of God, my strength! / 
O Light of my mind, / 
Thou peace and joy of my heart: / 
Glory to Thee! / 
Glory to Thee Who dost deliver me from mine invisible enemies!" / 
didst thou cry aloud, O John. / 
Thus do thou also teach us to hymn the Lord with all our heart, // 
O righteous John, servant of Christ.

Incarnate, Christ called thieves and harlots to repentance; / 
and thou, O merciful pastor, / 
fulfilling the commandment of the Chief Shepherd, / 
ate with publicans and conversed with sinners, / 
calling all to repentance and teaching all to pray: / 
O God, be merciful to me, a sinner! // 
O merciful God, glory to Thee!

"Ye are the image of God; / 
wherefore pre​serve ye this great image, / 
the image of God's beauty, the image of His boundless love, / 
that ye may be children of our Father Who is in heaven, / 
that ye may be holy as your Father is holy." / 
Thus, O divinely wise pastor, didst thou in​struct thy flock, // 
and thus didst thou thyself live in a holy manner.

Glory... Tone 1:
"When we pray, we pray through the Holy Spirit; / 
wherefore, all the prayers of the Church / 
are the breathing of the Holy Spirit, / 
and all we Christians are His offspring. / 
Come, therefore, and abide in us, O Holy Spirit! / 
Have mercy on us and renew us all, / 
that we may be the one Body of Christ." / 
Such was thine unceasing prayer, O most wondrous John our father, // 
and God hearkened unto thee and anointed thee with the oil of eternal joy.

Both now... 
We see thee as the resplendent dawn of the unwaning Light, O Virgin; / 
for He Who dis​pelled the darkness of sin came forth from thee, / 
reviving our hearts with the fervor of the Spirit. / 
We beseech thee: Cease not to pray earnestly to Him // 
on behalf of us that confess thee to be the true Theotokos.

At the Aposticha: Octoechos; then:

Glory... Tone 8:
It was not our fathers that told us, / 
nor our elders that informed us, / 
but we ourselves have seen the miracles that have taken place through thee; / 
we ourselves have experienced the grace that doth pour forth from thee. / 
Our loved ones were healed, / 
they that were dying rose from bed in good health, / 
our every petition was granted through thy prayer. / 
Wherefore, we honor thee as a favorite of God // 
and an intercessor before the Lord.

Both now... Tone 8:  O unwedded Virgin /

who ineffably conceived God in the flesh, /

Mother of God Most High: /

accept the entreaties of thy servants, /

O most immaculate one, /

granting unto all cleansing of transgressions; /

and, accepting now our supplications, //

pray thou that we all be saved.

Troparia:  O Theotokos and Virgin x2; Saint x1:
Tone 4:  O wonderworker, who livest in Christ /

forever, take pity in thy love upon people in misfortunes; /

hearken unto thy children who with faith call upon thee, /

expecting compassionate aid from thee, //

O John of Kronstadt, our beloved pastor.

Matins

At God is the Lord, the troparion of the Resurrection twice, then:

Glory… Tone 4:  O wonderworker, who livest in Christ /

forever, take pity in thy love upon people in misfortunes; /

hearken unto thy children who with faith call upon thee, /

expecting compassionate aid from thee, //

O John of Kronstadt, our beloved pastor.

Both now… Tone 4: The mystery hidden from before the ages /

and unknown even to the angels, /

through thee, O Theotokos, hath been revealed to those on earth: /

God incarnate in unconfused union, /

Who willingly accepted the Cross for our sake /

and thereby raising up the first-formed man, //

hath saved our souls from death.

After the Kathisma: Sessional hymns from the Octoechos

Polyeleos and Magnification of the Saint, sung once, and only by the clergy.

The Evlogitaria (The assembly of angels was amazed).

Hypakoe of the Tone, All Sessional hymns of the Saint:
Tone 8 [Troparion Melody]: 

A fiery minister of the Word of God and a vessel of faith wast thou, O divinely inspiried John; /

wherefore,  the Lord appointed thee a new Abraham, a father of many.  //

Pray thou therefore, O holy father, that we all may be children of God and that our souls may be saved.

Glory… Both now…

O Virgin, we call thee the portal of heaven, the tabernacle, the all-holy mountain, /

the luminous cloud, the ladder of heaven, the paradise of the Word, /

the deliverance of Eve and the great treasure of all the universe; /

for in thee hath salvation and the remission of the ancient transgression been wrought in the world.  /

Wherefore, we cry out to thee: Beseech thy Son and God, that He grant remission of transgressions //

to those who piously worship thine all-holy birthgiving.

Hymns of Ascent, and Prokimenon in tone of the week

Matins Gospel 

Having beheld the resurrection; Psalm 50; G: Through the prayers of the apostles; N:  Through the prayers of the Theotokos; Have mercy on me, O God; Jesus having risen; Save, O God, Thy people.

Canon:   Resurrection 4. Glory to Thy Holy Resurrection, O Lord.

              Theotokos 2, O Most Holy Theotokos, save us.

              Saint 8, Holy righteous father John, pray to God for us.

              Irmos of the canon of the resurrection

              Katavasia, I shall open my mouth
After Ode 3, Kontakion (O father John, namesake of grace), Ikos, and Sessional hymns of the Saint (O blessed John, lamp of Kronstadt); G/N: Theotokion (O all-pure one):

Tone 4:  O father John, namesake of grace, / 

who wast chosen by God from childhood, / 

who in thy youth miraculously received from Him the gift of learning, / 

and in a dream wast most gloriously called to be a priest: // 

Entreat Christ God, that we may all be with thee in the kingdom of heaven.

Ikos:  The Holy Spirit Who spake in the prophets and enlightened the whole world through the apostles, Who gave strength to the martyrs and made clear the Orthodox Faith through the holy hierarchs, poured forth His grace abundantly upon thee, O father John; for by thy discourse, by thy works and thy whole life thou didst proclaim the faith of Christ.  Wherefore, the Lord hath summoned thee to His habitations; and as thou standest now before the throne of His glory, pray thou that all who honor thee may abide with thee in the kingdom of God.
Tone 8 [Sticheron Melody]:

O blessed John, lamp of Kronstadt, /

thou whose activity and preaching were continual, /

who didst offer up before the  throne of the Most High /

lamentation over the sins of many, /

and who in the Spirit didst behold the bowing down the heavens at the holy liturgy: //

Pray thou in behalf of our souls!

Glory… Both now… O all-pure one, thou art an immovable foundation /

and divine gift for our souls; /

wherefore, falling down before thee we cry out with the Archangel to thee:  /

Rejoice, thou who gavest birth unto our Savior!  /

Rejoice, helper and mediatress for the Christian race!

After Ode 6, Kontakion and Ikos of the Resurrection

At Ode 9, More Honorable

Holy is the Lord, our God.   

Exapostilaria:  Resurrection; then:

Glory… Performing thy priestly ministry / 
in the temple of the first-called of Christ, / 
and zeal​ously emulating his apostolic service of faith, / 
thou wast a good laborer of the garden of Christ, / 
and didst bring the faithful to the Lord like a bountiful harvest, / 
ever proclaiming throughout thy whole life: // 
My life is in Christ!

Both now... Resurrectional Theotokion

At the Praises, on 8: Resurrection 4; Saint (O most joyous tidings) 4:
Praise Him with timbrel and dance, * praise him with strings and flute.

Tone 8 [Special melody “O all-glorious wonder...”]:

O most joyous tidings! / 
The child John entreateth God, / 
asking God's mercy, / 
that He enlighten his mind. / 
He casteth himself down before the icon, / 
confessing to God the sorrow of his heart. / 
And, lo! the bindings fall from the eyes of the child's mind, / 
and the boy is illu​mined with the light of Christ, // 
that he might do mighty things and teach many. 

Praise Him with tuneful cymbals, praise Him with cymbals of jubilation. * Let every breath praise the Lord.

O abundance of wonders! / 
O living splendor of love! / 
Who will not marvel at thy beneficence / 
and thy lovingkindness toward the destitute? / 
In the countless number of thy miracles / 
thou wast like the glorious and holy hierarch of Myra in Lycia. / 
Wherefore, the cities and villages of the land of Russia, / 
O righteous John, // 
through thee behold the light of Christ. 

He hath dispersed, he hath given to the poor, * his righteousness abideth unto ages of ages.
As light and warmth / 
cannot be separated from the sun, / 
so in thee sanctity and learning, / 
love and compassion were present, / 
O most sacred John, / 
who wast given by God to the people. / 
Wherefore, O pastor, / 
warm us and enlighten us; // 
be thou like the sun unto our souls. 

His heart is ready * to hope in the Lord.

Tone 7: “Bowing down before the holy icons, / 
I glo​rify Christ, God incarnate, / 
the image of the glory of the Father. / 
I confess the Father, Who begat the Son without beginning. / 
I glorify the divine likeness of men, / 
who are temples of the Holy Spirit. / 
And beholding the image of the Cross, / 
I sense the power of the Cross.” / 
Behold, this is thy theology, O holy father, / 
wherein thou didst emulate the great teachers of the Church, // 
honoring the iconographic images to the glory of their prototypes.

Glory: Gospel Sticheron 
Both now: Most blessed art thou.
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