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October 5th
                   The Holy Hierarchs of Moscow


Vespers

At Lord I have cried, four stichera of the Resurrection and six of the Hierarchs:

Tone 4 [Spec. Mel: "As one valiant among the martyrs”]:
Set like most radiant stars, O all-lauded and most honored ones, /

ye have adorned the world and illumine it with your beams.  /

With the dogmas of the right Faith ye dispel the darkness of heresy, O holy hierarchs. /

Pray ye that those who celebrate your most honored memory with faith //

may be delievered from corruption and misfortunes. 

Having illumined the whole world with spiritual splendors, /

ye were shown to be radiant suns, /

reaching all the ends of the earth with God’s commandments, as with rays; /

and ye enlighten the hearts of the faithful, O thrice-blessed God-bearers, /

dispelling the darkness of heresies //

by the power of Him Who shone forth from the Virgin. 





O preachers equal to the apostles, /

holy hierarchs one in wisdom, /

fellow strugglers with the ascetics, chosen pastors, /

compassionate bestowers of mercy, primates of Russia: /

we praise you as is meet, O holy hierarchs, //

conversers with the angels, who pray for our souls.




Tone 6 [Spec. Mel: "Having set all aside”]:

O most sacred and God-bearing saints, /

who were truly shown to be of divine anointing, /

invested with the Holy Spirit, /

who ever enter with splendor into the holy of holies, O glorious ones, /

and learn there the mysteries of salvation: /

As sacred primates of Russia, //

pray with boldness in behalf of our souls.
Your lives have shown forth with the brilliance of the virtues, /

and ye have illumined the faithful, /

stilled the tempest of deception, /

and have truly been shown to be radiant suns, /

O most blessed and sacred leaders; /

and ye dwell where shineth the never-wanning Light, /

having become children of the day by the grace of the Holy Spirit.  /

Wherefore, we celebrate your divine memory and splendid festival, //

and in gladness call you blessed.

O most wise primates /

Peter, Alexis, Jonah, Philip, Hermogenes and Tikhon: /

Made brilliant with spiritual radiance, /

ye have destroyed all the night of heresies, /

have illumined the thoughts of all the faithful by grace, O glorious ones, /

and taught them to glorify the uncreated Trinity.  /

Wherefore, joyously celebrating your splendid festival, we pray: /

Unceasingly entreat Christ, the all-good God, //

in behalf of our souls, O most lauded ones!

Glory… Tone 6:

O men of God and faithful servants, /

ministers of the Lord, men of divine desires, /

chosen vessels, /

pillars and confirmation of the Church, /

heirs to the kingdom: //

Cease ye never to cry out for us to the Lord.
Both now... and the Sunday Dogmatic theotokion.  

Entrance, Prokeimenon, and 3 Readings:

The Reading from Proverbs:

The memory of the just is praised, and the blessing of the Lord is upon his head.  Blessed is the man who hath found wisdom, and the mortal who knoweth prudence.  For it is better to traffic for her, than for treasures of gold and silver.  And she is more valuable than precious stones: no precious thing is equal to her in value.  For length of existence and years of life are in her right hand; and in her left hand are wealth and glory: out of her mouth righteousness proceedeth, and she carrieth law and mercy upon her tongue.  Hearken to me, O children, for I will speak solemn truths.  Blessed is the man who shall keep my ways; for my outgoings are the outgoings of life, and in them is prepared favor from the Lord.  Ye, O men, do I exhort; and utter my voice to the sons of men.  I, wisdom, have built up; upon counsel, knowledge and understanding have I called.  Counsel and safety are mine; prudence is mine, and strength is mine.  I love those that love me; they that seek me shall find grace.  O ye simple, understand subtlety, and ye that are untaught, imbibe knowledge.  Hearken unto me again; for I will speak solemn truths.  For my throat shall meditate truth; and false lips are an abomination before me.  All the words of my mouth are in righteousness; there is nothing in them wrong or perverse.  They are all evident to those that understand, and right to those that find knowledge.  For I will instruct you in truth, that your hope may be in the Lord, and ye may be filled with the Spirit.

The Reading from Proverbs


The mouth of the righteous droppeth wisdom; and the lips of wise men know grace. The mouths of wise men meditateth wisdom, and righteousness shall deliver them from death. At the death of a just man, his hope doth not perish. A righteous son is born for life; and a good man shall eat of the fruit of righteousness. The righteous always have light, and from the Lord they find grace and glory. The tongue of the wise knoweth what is good; there is wisdom in the good heart of a man The Lord loveth holy hearts, and pleasing to Him are the undefiled in the way. The wisdom of the Lord enlighteneth the countenance of the prudent; for she overtaketh those who desire her, in making herself first known to them, and is easily seen of those who desire her. Whoso seeketh her early shall have no great travail; and whoso watcheth for her shall quickly be without care. For she goeth about seeking such as are worthy of her, and showeth herself favourably to them in the ways. Vice shall never prevail against wisdom. For this cause was I a lover of her beauty, and I loved her, and sought her out from my youth; I desired to make her my bride, for the Master of all Himself loved her. For she is privy to the mysteries of the knowledge of God, and a discloser of His works. Her labours are virtues: she teacheth chastity and prudence, justice and fortitude, which are such things, as men can have nothing more profitable in their life. If a man desireth much experience, she knoweth things of old, and conjectureth aright what is to come. She knoweth the subtleties of speech, and can expound obscure dreams; she foreseeth signs and wonders, and the events of seasons and times. She is a good ally unto all, for immortality is in her, and in communing with her in speech, a good report. Wherefore, I spake with the Lord and besought Him, and with my whole heart I said: O God of my fathers and Lord of mercy, Who hast created all things by Thy word, and fashioned man by Thy wisdom, that he should have dominion over the creatures which Thou hast made, and order the world according to equity and righteousness: Give me wisdom which sitteth by Thy throne, and reject me not from among Thy children, for I am Thy servant and the son of Thy handmaid. O, send her from the heavens, out of Thy holy habitation, and from the throne of Thy glory, that, being present with me, she may teach me what is well-pleasing in Thy sight, may guide me to understanding and preserve me in her glory. For the thoughts of mortal men are all miserable, and their ponderings sinful.
The Reading from the Wisdom of Solomon

When the righteous is praised, the people will rejoice; for his memory is immortality, because it is known with God, and with men; for his soul pleased the Lord.  Love wisdom, therefore, O men, and live; desire her, and ye shall be instructed.  For the beginning of her is love and the observation of the law.  Honor wisdom, that ye may reign for evermore.  I will tell you, and will not hide from you the mysteries of God, for he it is who is the instructor of wisdom, the director of the wise, the master of all understanding and activity.  And wisdom teacheth all understanding; for in her is a spirit understanding and holy, the brightness of the everlasting light, and the image of the goodness of God.  She maketh friends of God, and prophets; she is more beautiful than the sun, and above all the constellations of the stars; compared with the light, she is found pre-eminent.  She hath delivered from pain them that please her, and guided them in right paths, given them knowledge of holy things, defended them from their enemies, and given them a mighty struggle, that they might all know that godliness is stronger than all; vice shall never prevail against wisdom, neither shall judgment pass away without convicting the evil.  For they said to themselves, reasoning unrighteously:  Let us oppress the righteous man, let us not spare his holiness, neither need we be ashamed of the ancient gray hairs of the aged, for our strength shall be a law unto us; let us lie in wait for the righteous, for he is displeasing to us, opposeth our doings, upbraideth us with our offending the law, and denounceth to our infamy the transgressions of our training.  He professeth to have the knowledge of God, and calleth himself the child of the Lord.  He is become a reproof to our thoughts, and is grievous even for us to behold; for his life is not like other men's, his ways are of another fashion.  We are accounted by him as a mockery, and he avoideth our ways as filth, and pronounceth the end of the just to be blessed.  Let us see if his words be true; let us test what things happen to him.  Let us examine him with mockery and torture, that we may know his meekness and prove his forbearance.  Let us condemn him with a shameful death, for by his own words shall he be visited.  Such things did they imagine, and were deceived; for their own wickedness blinded them.  As for the mysteries of God, they knew them not; neither bethought they that Thou alone art God, who hast the power of life and death, savest in time of tribulation, and deliverest from all evil; who art compassionate and merciful, givest grace to Thy saints and opposest the prideful with Thine own arm.
At the Aposticha, the stichera of the Resurrection, then:

Glory... Tone 3:

O most honored and holy hierarchs, /

all-blessed fathers and wonderworkers, favored ones of Christ, /

primates of Russia, Peter, Alexis, Jonah, Philip, Hermogenes, and Tikhon, /

who alone shone forth in the prophetic life: /

unceasingly ministering to the Savior with the angels, /

ye have been vouchsafed the gifts of the apostles.  /

Pray ye, that we be delivered from every transgression, //

that Christ grant peace and great mercy to our souls.
Both now... Tone 3:  
Through the divine Spirit, by the will of the Father, /

without seed thou didst conceive the Son of God /

Who hath existed without mother from before the ages, /

and for our sake thou gavest birth in the flesh unto Him /

Who came forth from thee without father; /

and thou didst nurture Him on milk as a babe.  /

Wherefore, cease not to pray, //

that our souls be delivered from tribulations.
Troparia:  O Theotokos and Virgin… x3
Matins

At God is the Lord, the troparion of the resurrection twice, then:

Glory… Tone 4:  O primates of Russia, /

true preservers of the Traditions of the apostles, /

unshakable pillars, instructors in Orthodoxy, /

Peter, Alexis, Jonah, Philip, Hermogenes, and Tikhon: /

Entreat the Master of all, /

that He grant peace to the whole world //

and great mercy to our souls.

Both now… Tone 4: The mystery hidden from before the ages /

and unknown even to the angels, /

through thee, O Theotokos, hath been revealed to those on earth: /

God incarnate in unconfused union, /

Who willingly accepted the Cross for our sake /

and thereby raising up the first-formed man, //

hath saved our souls from death.

After the Kathisma: Sessional hymns from the Octoechos

Polyeleos and Magnification of the Hierarchs (sung only once, by the clergy)

The Evlogitaria 
Hypakoe of the Tone, All Sessional hymns of the Hierarchs: 

Tone 4 [Troparion Melody]:
Let the all-wise teachers of the whole world, /

who on earth have glorified God in word and deed, //

be magnified today as bestowers of salvation upon us all.
Glory… Both now…
O Theotokos, unassailable intercessor, /

who art ready to help with supplication those who have recourse unto thee: //

Deliver me from tribulations, and disdain me not, O help of all.
Hymns of Ascent, and Prokimenon in tone of the week

Matins Gospel 
“Having beheld the Resurrection;” Psalm 50; Glory: “Through the prayers of the Apostles,” Both now:  “Through the prayers of the Theotokos,”  “Have mercy on me, O God,”   “Jesus having risen…”   Then the Litany: “Save, O God, Thy people…”
At the Canon: from the Octoechos, the canon of the resurrection, 2 troparia from the canon of the Cross and resurrection, and 2 troparia from the canon of the Theotokos; 6 troparia for the Hierarchs. Katavasia: I shall open my mouth…
After Ode III, the kontakion, ikos, and sessional hymns of the Hierarchs.

Tone 3: Piously did ye live among holy hierarchs; /

and ye guided the people toward divine knowledge, /

and were well pleasing unto God.  /

Wherefore, ye have been glorified by Him /

with incorruption and miracles, //

as disciples of the grace of God.
Ikos: O primates of Russia, who sat in the place of the first-called apostle, great luminaries Peter, Alexis, Jonah, Philip, Hermogenes, and Tikhon, emulators of the Trinity, instructors in Orthodoxy: Ye lived in the world and enlightened the universe with your teaching.  Wherefore, ye have become heirs to the kingdom of heaven and have been glorified with incorruption and miracles, as disciples of the grace of God.
Tone 4 [Sticheron Melody]:

O holy fathers, to the Master of all stretch forth your hands /

wherewith ye labored well, and pleased God, /

and gave abundantly to those in need; /

and open your lips for prayer, wherewith ye glorified God /

and instructed the people in divine knowledge.  /

Haste ye, therefore, to our aid, and by your supplications to God /

deliver us from the tribulations and evils which assail us, //

and from all necessity.
Glory… Both now…
O most immaculate Virgin, /

who gavest birth to the transcendent God, /

with the holy hierarchs unceasingly entreat Him, /

that before the end He grant remission of transgressions and correction of life /

to us who with faith and love hymn thee as is meet, //

O thou who alone art most lauded.
After Ode VI, the kontakion and ikos of the Resurrection. 

The exapostilarion of the resurrection, then of the Hierarchs:

Glory…
Let us praise the God-bearing fathers, /

who are radiant beacons brighter than the rays of the sun, /

supernaturally united with the Trinity, the Origin of light, //

the three-Sunned Unity.
Both now... and the theotokion of the resurrection. 
At the Praises, four stichera of the resurrection, then:

Praise Him with timbrel and dance, * praise him with strings and flute.

Tone 8 [O all-glorious wonder]:  
Possessed of a merciful soul, /

a pure mind, a heart untroubled, /

a blameless faith, love unfeigned, /

excellent doctrine and the hierarchal dignity, /

thou hast now been admitted to the choirs of the holy hierarchs in the heavens.  /

Wherefore, we honor thee, /

O holy hierarch Peter, /

and with sacred hymns //

we all piously call thee blessed. 
Praise Him with tuneful cymbals, praise Him with cymbals of jubilation. * Let every breath praise the Lord.

O most honored father, right wondrous and all-wise Alexis, /

thou didst please God in the monastic life.  /

Thee did God choose first from thy youth as a pastor /

and great teacher for the reason-endowed sheep.  /

Thou wast shown to be an instructor of priests/

and an all-radiant star for all the land of Russia, /

illumining with miracles all who with faith fall down before the shrine of thy relics.  /

Wherefore, the choir of primates hath received thee.  //

With them offer up supplication, entreating remission of sins for thy flock.
Precious in the sight of the Lord * is the death of His saints.
O father Jonah, divinely wise hierarch, /

having loved Christ from childhood /

thou didst cleave unto His love; /

and having through Him illumined thy heart /

with the divine rays of the All-holy Spirit, /

thou didst truly become radiant of countenance.  /

Wherefore, grant thou those petitiions which conduce to salvation /

to those who have recourse to thy temple, //

and entreat Christ God, that our souls be saved.
Thy priest shall be clothed with righteousness,* and Thy righteous shall rejoice.
Tone 6: O good and faithful servants, /

good husbandmen of the vineyard of Christ, /

ye bore the burden of the day, /

increasing the talent given you, /

and did not envy those who came after you.  /

Wherefore, the gate of heaven hath been opened unto you.  /

Enter ye into the joy of Christ the Master, //

praying in our behalf, O holy teachers.
Glory… the appropriate Gospel sticheron
Both now… Most blessed art thou…
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