January 18                  Ss. Athanasius and Cyril of Alexandria

Vespers
At Lord I have Cried, on 10: Octoechos 4; St. Athanasius 3:

Tone 4 [Special Melody: As one valiant among the martyrs…]:

Thou didst undergo persecution and endure tribulation, /

O divinely eloquent and venerable Athanasius, /

until thou didst drive out the falsehood of the ungodly Arius /

and save thy flock from ungodliness, /

proclaiming as Orthodox dogma /

that the Son and the Spirit are of the same essence as the Father, //

O sacred and most blessed minister.
Thou didst illumine those in darkness /

with the splendors of thy preaching, /

and didst drive out all falsehood, /

steadfastly braving danger for the Faith as a true pastor, O Athanasius, /

as an unshakable foundation of the Church of Christ, O all-glorious one. //

Wherefore, assembling, we honor thee, rejoicing in hymnody.
Thou didst over time master every virtue, O divinely inspired one, /

and, anointed with the holy unction of the Spirit, /

thou wast manifestly a most sacred minister, /

a true pastor and a champion of the Faith. /

Wherefore, the whole Church doth glorify thy memory, //

celebrating in sacred manner and glorifying the Savior.
St. Cyril 3, same tone and melody:

With the staff of thy teachings /

thou didst drive the spiritual wolves from the Church of Christ, O Cyril; /

thou didst ring it round about with the ramparts of thy words, /

and hast presented it to Christ unshaken and intact. /

Him do thou beseech, that He deliver from corruption and tribulation //

those who celebrate thy most honored memory with faith.
Illumining thy mind with the splendors of the Spirit, /

thou didst become a radiant sun, /

shedding thy precepts like rays upon the ends of the earth, /

and enlightening the fullness of the faithful, O most blessed one. /

And thou hast dispelled the darkness of heresies /

through the power of Him Who shone forth from the Virgin, //

O God-bearer.
With the eloquence of thy discourses /

hath the whole Church been adorned, O most sacred Cyril; /

it is piously ornamented with thy comely beauties /

and doth in sacred manner /

honor thy holy and right renowned memory, O glorious one, /

thou boast of the Orthodox, summit of the fathers, //

champion of the all-holy one at the Council.
Glory… Tone 6:

Let us all hymn Athanasius, the hierarch of Christ, /

for he set at nought all the opinions of Arius /

and clearly proclaimeth throughout the world the dominion of the Holy Trinity: /

the one God, indivisible, in three Persons. /

Him doth he beseech in behalf of us //

who celebrate his memory with faith.
Both now… The Sunday Dogmatic in the tone of the week.
At the Aposticha: Octoechos; then:

Glory… Tone 3:  
Again doth the golden Nile, /

the namesake of immortality, /

coming upon us in his annual commemoration, /

put forth golden waves of immortality in goodly ascents, /

producing sweet fruit by his exalted divine proclamations: /

for he teacheth us to worship the indivisible dominion of the Trinity /

and, pouring forth divine doctrines, //

he floodeth the thoughts of the faithful and prayeth for our souls.
Both now… Tone 3:  Through the divine Spirit, by the will of the Father, /

without seed thou didst conceive the Son of God /

Who hath existed without mother from before the ages, /

and for our sake thou gavest birth in the flesh unto Him /

Who came forth from thee without father; /

and thou didst nurture Him on milk as a babe.  /

Wherefore, cease not to pray, //

that our souls be delivered from tribulations.

Troparia: O Theotokos and Virgin x3.
Matins
At God is the Lord, Troparia: Resurrection x2; then:

Glory… Tone 3:

Resplendent with works of Orthodoxy and reducing all heresy to ashes, /

ye were victors and conquerors, enriching all with piety; /

and, having greatly adorned the Church, /

ye have acquired Christ God, as is meet, //

Who granteth us great mercy.

Both now… Tone 3: 

We hymn thee who hast mediated the salvation of our race, O Virgin Theotokos; /

for thy Son and our God, /

accepting suffering on the Cross in the flesh He had received of thee, /

hath delivered us from corruption, //

in that He is the Lover of mankind.
After the Kathisma: Sessional hymns from the Octoechos.

Polyeleos; The Evlogitaria (The assembly of angels was amazed).

Hypakoe; Hymns of Ascents; and Prokimenon, in the Tone of the week.
Matins Gospel 

Having beheld the resurrection; Psalm 50; G: Through the prayers of the apostles; N: Through the prayers of the Theotokos; Have mercy on me, O God; Jesus having risen. Save, O God, Thy people.

Canon: 
Resurrection      
4              Glory to Thy Holy Resurrection, O Lord.

          
Theotokos          
2              O Most Holy Theotokos, save us.   

           
St. Athanasius    
4              Holy Hierarch Father Athanasius, pray to God for us.

           
St. Cyril            
4              Holy Hierarch Father Cyril, pray to God for us.

            
Irmos of the canon of the Resurrection.
            
Katavasia: The Sun once shone with its rays.
After Ode 3, Kontakion and Ikos of the St. Athanasius; Kontakion of both Hierarchs; Sessional hymn of the St. Athanasius; G: St. Cyril; N: Theotokion:
Tone 2:  Planting Orthodox doctrine, thou didst mow down the tares of heresy, /

causing the seed of faith to increase through the rain of the Spirit, O venerable one.//

Wherefore, we hymn thee, O Athanasius.

Ikos: O ye faithful, with hymns let us praise today the most festive memory of Athanasius and Cyril; for they cast into the abyss of perdition Arius the deceiver, Eunomius and Sabbelius, committing them to immolation in everlasting fire, for they unjustly blasphemed the incarnation of the Savior. Wherefore, we hymn thee, O Athanasius.
Tone 4: O sacred primates most great, /

champions of the Church of Christ, preserve all who sing: //

“Save those who honor Thee with faith, O Compassionate One!”
Tone 3 [Sticheron Melody]:
As He Who chose thee beforehand named thee, /

thou wast the embodiment of immortality, /

piously slaying all the opinions of Arius; /

for thou wast an unscathed champion of the truth, /

O father Athanasius, thou boast of the Orthodox. /

Wherefore, hymning thee as is meet, //

we celebrate thy godly memory.
Glory… Thou didst denounce the falsehood of heresies /

and didst make clear the Orthodox Faith; /

and as one divinely eloquent and pious /

thou didst preach throughout the world /

that men should worship the one Godhead in Trinity, /

consubstantial in Essence and unconfused as to Person. /

Wherefore, assembling, we honor thy memory, //

O most glorious Cyril.
Both now… The awesome mystery of God, which was wrought in thee, /

O divinely joyous Mistress, /

is incomprehensible and unattainable; /

for, conceiving the Infinite One, thou gavest birth unto Him /

wrapped in flesh through thine all-pure blood. /

Him do thou ever entreat as thy Son, O pure one, //

that our souls may be saved.
After Ode 6, Kontakion and Ikos of the Resurrection.

At Ode 9, More Honorable.

Holy is the Lord, our God.   

Exapostilaria: Resurrection; then:

Glory… Ye were shown to be most wise initiates of the mysteries /

and champions of the all-divine Trinity, /

O blessed Athanasius and Cyril revealed of God, /

casting down Arius, and with him Sabellius and Nestorius, /

and every other falsehood of wicked heresies with them, //

O holy hierarchs of the Lord.
Both now…  Resurrectional Theotokion.
Praises, on 8: Resurrection 8; then:

Glory… Gospel Sticheron.
Both now… Most blessed art thou…
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