January 17th 
                St. Anthony the Great


Vespers

At Lord I have cried, four stichera of the Resurrection and six of the saint:

Tone 4 [Spec. Mel.: "Called from on high... "]: 

O thou who wast illumined with the rays of the Spirit, / 
when divine desire set thee afire and gave wings to thy soul, / 
that thou mightest truly desire the summit of His love, / 
then didst thou overcome flesh and blood, / 
and didst transcend the world, / 
uniting thyself to Him with great abstinence and solitude. / 
Wherefore, thou wast filled there, / 
for thou didst ask for the good things from thence, / 
and didst shine forth like a star, enlightening our souls, // 
O Anthony. 


Twice
Having broken the bows and arrows, / 
the malice of the demons and their pursuit, / 
with the grace of the divine Spirit, / 
thou didst make them plain to all with divine doctrines, / 
illumined with divine splendors. / 
And thou wast a lamp of divine radiance for monastics, / 
the first adorner of the desert, / 
a most skillful physician of the infirm, /
 and the pristine image of a virtuous life, // 
O father Anthony. 

Twice
Pure of soul and heart, / 
an earthly angel, a heavenly man, / 
a teacher of virginity, an excellent standard of abstinence, / 
O Anthony, who dwellest with thy Master, / 
offering Him continual glorification with the angels and the venerable, / 
and with all the martyrs, O blessed one, / 
from cruel tribulations and transgressions // 
free those who ever celebrate thy sacred memory. 
Twice
Glory… Tone 6:

Having preserved that which is in the image of God, / 
and set thy mind as master over the pernicious passions through fasting, / 
thou didst ascend to that which is in the likeness of God, / 
as far as thou wast able; / 
for, compelling thy nature manfully, / 
thou didst strive to subdue that which is baser to that which is more sublime, / 
and to enslave the flesh to the spirit. / 
Wherefore, thou wast shown to be the summit of monastics, / 
a citizen of the desert, / 
a trainer of those who run the good race, / 
a most excellent rule of virtue. / 
And in purity thou now beholdest the Holy Trinity in the heavens, / 
not by reflection as by a mirror, // 
and thou prayest directly for those who honor thee with faith and love.
Both now... The Sunday Dogmatic theotokion in the tone of the week.  

Entrance, Prokeimenon, and 3 Readings. 

The Reading from the Wisdom of Solomon

The righteous live for evermore; their reward also is with the Lord, and the care of them is with the most High.  Therefore shall they receive a glorious kingdom, and a beautiful crown from the Lord’s hand: for with his right hand shall he cover them, and with his arm shall he protect them.  He shall take to him his jealousy for complete armour, and make the creature his weapon for the revenge of his enemies.  He shall put on righteousness as a breastplate, and true judgment instead of an helmet.  He shall take holiness for an invincible shield.  His severe wrath shall he sharpen for a sword, and the world shall fight with him against the unwise.  Then shall the right aiming thunderbolts go abroad; and from the clouds, as from a well drawn bow, shall they fly to the mark.  And hailstones full of wrath shall be cast as out of a stone bow, and the water of the sea shall rage against them, and the floods shall cruelly drown them.  Yea, a mighty wind shall stand up against them, and like a storm shall blow them away: thus iniquity shall lay waste the whole earth, and ill dealing shall overthrow the thrones of the mighty.  Hear therefore, O ye kings, and understand; learn, ye that be judges of the ends of the earth.   Give ear, ye that rule the people, and glory in the multitude of nations.  For power is given you of the Lord, and sovereignty from the Most High.  

The Reading from the Wisdom of Solomon

The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and there shall no torment touch them.  In the sight of the unwise they seemed to die: and their departure is taken for misery, and their going from us to be utter destruction: but they are in peace.  For though they be punished in the sight of men, yet is their hope full of immortality.  And having been a little chastised, they shall be greatly rewarded: for God proved them, and found them worthy for himself.  As gold in the furnace hath he tried them, and received them as a burnt offering.  And in the time of their visitation they shall shine, and run to and fro like sparks among the stubble.  They shall judge the nations, and have dominion over the people, and their Lord shall reign for ever.  They that put their trust in him shall understand the truth: and such as be faithful in love shall abide with him: for grace and mercy is to his saints, and he hath care for his elect.

The Reading from the Wisdom of Solomon

Though the righteous be prevented with death, yet shall he be in rest.  For honourable age is not that which standeth in length of time, nor that is measured by number of years.  But wisdom is the gray hair unto men, and an unspotted life is old age.  He pleased God, and was beloved of him: so that living among sinners he was translated.  Yea speedily was he taken away, lest that wickedness should alter his understanding, or deceit beguile his soul.  For the bewitching of naughtiness doth obscure things that are honest; and the wandering of concupiscence doth undermine the simple mind.  He, being made perfect in a short time, fulfilled a long time: For his soul pleased the Lord: therefore hasted he to take him away from among the wicked.  This the people saw, and understood it not, neither laid they up this in their minds, That his grace and mercy is with his saints, and that he hath respect unto his chosen.  

At the Aposticha, the stichera of the resurrection, then:

Glory... Tone 8:
We honor thee as the instructor of a multitude of monks, / 
O Anthony our father; / 
for by thy steps have we learned how to walk aright. / 
Blessed art thou who, having labored for Christ, / 
hast denounced the power of the enemy, / 
O conversor with the angels / 
and companion of Paul of Thebes. / 
With them do thou entreat the Lord, // 
that our souls find mercy.
Both now... Tone 8:  O unwedded Virgin /

who ineffably conceived God in the flesh, /

Mother of God Most High: /

accept the entreaties of thy servants, /

O most immaculate one, /

granting unto all cleansing of transgressions; /

and, accepting now our supplications, //

pray thou that we all be saved.
Troparia: O Theotokos and Virgin… x2; and the troparion of the saint x1:

Tone 4: Emulating the ways of the zealous Elijah, /

and following the Baptist with forthright steps, /

O father Anthony, thou wast a dweller in the desert, /

and hast made the whole world steadfast by thy supplications.  //

Wherefore, entreat Christ God, that our souls be saved.

Matins

At God is the Lord, the troparion of the resurrection twice, then:

Glory… Tone 4: Emulating the ways of the zealous Elijah, /

and following the Baptist with forthright steps, /

O father Anthony, thou wast a dweller in the desert, /

and hast made the whole world steadfast by thy supplications.  //

Wherefore, entreat Christ God, that our souls be saved.

Both now… Tone 4: The mystery hidden from before the ages /

and unknown even to the angels, /

through thee, O Theotokos, hath been revealed to those on earth: /

God incarnate in unconfused union, /

Who willingly accepted the Cross for our sake /

and thereby raising up the first-formed man, //

hath saved our souls from death.

After the Kathisma: Sessional hymns from the Octoechos

Polyeleos and Magnification of the Saint: We bless thee, O venerable father Anthony, and we honor thy holy memory, O instructor of monastics and converser with the angels; The Evlogitaria (The assembly of angels was amazed).

Hypakoe of the Tone, All Sessional hymns of the Saint:

Tone 8 [Troparion melody]: 

Having received pastoral skill, O pillar and ground of monastics, / 

with strength thou didst shepherd thy reason-endowed flock; / 

for, desiring the divine teachings of Christ, thou didst sow the word therein, O venerable one. / 

Wherefore, thou didst raise all up to the zeal of the angelic life, / 

to glorify God with oneness of mind, O God-bearing Anthony. / 

Entreat Christ God, that He grant forgiveness of transgressions // 

to those who honor thy holy memory with love.
Glory… Both now…

Let us hymn the heavenly door and ark, the most holy mountain, / 
the radiant cloud, the unburnt bush, the noetic garden of paradise, / 
the restoration of Eve, the great treasure of the whole world, / 
for in her have salvation and the remission of the ancient transgressions been wrought for the world. / 
Wherefore, we cry out to her: Entreat thy Son that He grant remission of 

transgressions // 

unto those who piously worship thy most holy Offspring.
Hymns of Ascent, and Prokimenon in tone of the week.

Matins Gospel.

Having beheld the resurrection; Psalm 50; G: Through the prayers of the apostles; N:  Through the prayers of the Theotokos; Have mercy on me, O God; Jesus having risen; Save, O God, Thy people.

At the Canon: from the Octoechos, the canon of the resurrection, and 2 troparia from the canon of the Theotokos; 8 troparia for the saint. Katavasia: Meeting of the Lord.

After Ode III, the kontakion, ikos, and sessional hymns of the saint.

Tone 2:  Having cast off the tumults of life, /

thou didst live a life of stillness to the end, /

emulating the Baptist in every way, O all-venerable one.  /

Wherefore, we honor thee with him, //

O Anthony, first among the fathers.

Ikos: Hearkening to the voice of Christ, thou didst follow His commandments, and, stripping off thy former life, thou didst put aside all the cares of possessions, property and thy slaves, as well as the love of thy sister, O God-bearing Anthony; and most purely conversing alone with God in the deserts, thou didst receive the grace of understanding, which do thou send upon me who praise thee in hymns, O Anthony, first among the fathers.

Tone 8 [Sticheron Melody]: 
Having bound thy soul to the love of Christ, / 
and wisely hated all the things of the earth, / 
O venerable father, thou madest thine abode in the deserts and mountains; / 
for, having tasted of the noetic tree, O glorious initiate of the mysteries, / 
thou didst shine forth like an angel with never-waning rays. / 
Wherefore, having passed through the darkness of thy flesh, / 
thou didst dispel the gloom of the demons, / 
O Anthony,first-chosen among monastics. / 
Entreat Christ God, that He grant remission of transgressions // 
unto those who honor thy holy memory with love.

Glory… Both now…

O all-hymned one, most immaculate Bride of the Creator, / 

Mother of the Deliverer, who knewest not man: / 

As the receptacle of the Comforter, make hast to deliver me, / 

who am the vile abode of iniquity / 

and in mind am become the plaything of the demons, / 

from their evil wiles; / 

and make me the splendid dwelling-place of the virtues, / 

O radiant one untouched by corruption. / 

Drive away the clouds of the passions and vouchsafe that, by thy supplications, / 

I may receive a portion on high // 

and a share in the never-waning light.

After Ode VI, the kontakion and ikos of the Resurrection. 

The exapostilarion of the resurrection, then:

Glory...

O Anthony, father of fathers, /

thou hast been shown to be a light for those who share thy way of life, /

having taught the pious to tread the paths of light; /

and thou emittest the flame and fire of lightning, //

consuming hordes of the demons.
Both now...  and the theotokion of the resurrection. 

At the Praises, four stichera of the resurrection, then four of the saint:

Praise Him with timbrel and dance, * praise him with strings and flute.

Tone 8 [Spec. Mel.: "O all-glorious wonder... "]:

O venerable father Anthony, / 
taking the yoke of Christ upon thy shoulders, / 
thou didst valiantly trample the visitation of the enemy underfoot, / 
and didst bring forth cities in the desert; / 
for which cause, we all honor thee with faith, / 
O most blessed one, / 
thou boast of monastics. / 
Wherefore, unceasingly beseech Christ, // 
that we be saved.
Praise Him with tuneful cymbals, praise Him with cymbals of jubilation. * Let every breath praise the Lord.

Assembling with faith, we all honor thee, O Anthony, / 
as an ascetic of Christ; / 
for, rejoicing, thou didst tread the trackless wilderness, / 
O wise one, / 
and becamest an honored instructor. / 
Wherefore, we cry out to thee with faith: / 
O most blessed boast of monastics, / 
pray thou for us to the Lord, // 
that we be saved!
Precious in the sight of the Lord * is the death of His saints.
O venerable father Anthony, / 
thou didst enclose thyself in a tomb for the sake of true life, / 
and wast in nowise affrighted by the invisible foe; / 
for though they descended upon thee to smite thee, / 
by thy prayers thou didst render them insensible, / 
O thou of forthright soul, / 
first leader of the desert. / 
Wherefore, we all honor // 
and bless thee with faith.
Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord; * in His commandments shall he greatly delight.
Tone 8: Ascending from the desert to heaven / 
on the ladder of the virtues, O wondrous one, / 
thou didst attain its bastions through ascetic endeavor, / 
encircling the beauties of the celestial Jerusalem; / 
and, receiving honors through thy painful struggles as is meet, / 
thou rejoicest with the ranks of heaven, O most blessed one, / 
becoming an heir to everlasting good things / 
and an inhabitant of the kingdom. / 
O God-bearing Anthony, entreat the Savior of all, // 
that He grant peace to the world and save our souls. 
Glory… the appropriate Gospel sticheron.

Both now… Most blessed art thou…
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