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January 4th
                       The Synaxis of the 70 Apostles
                                                Forefeast of the Theophany

Vespers

At Lord, I have cried, 10 stichera: 4 of the resurrection, and 3 of the forefeast:

Tone 8 [Special Melody: “Thy martyrs, O Lord”]:

“Why dost Thou incline Thy holy head /

before me who am clay and shadow, /

O my Christ Who art ineffable Fire, /

before which the angelic hosts tremble?” /

said John to his Creator, when He came to be baptized.  /

“Great is Thy condescension, //

O compassionate Bestower of life!”
Lo! our Enlightenment, Deliverance and Salvation /

shall enter the Jordan openly /

to strip Himself naked and be clothed in the waters as in a robe, /

thus covering the nakedness of all who have been stripped naked //

by the adverse counsel of the serpent.
He that is truly unbearable Fire shall enter into the Jordan /

to cleanse me who have been destroyed by the wicked violation.  /

In the midst of the waters shall He receive the rain of Heaven, /

to cleanse me of the defilement of my many transgressions, //

in that He is compassionate and great in mercy.
And 3 of the apostles:

Tone 4 [Spec. Mel.: “Thou hast given us a sign…”]:
O ye faithful, with sacred hymns let us bless Cleopas, /

Andronicus, Silvanus and Agabus, /

Ananias and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Rufus and Sosthenes, /

Linus and Stachys, /

Stephen, Timon, Hermas, Phlegon, Mark, Luke, Sosipater, Jason and Gaius, //

Tychicus and Philemon.
As is meet, let Narcissus and Trophimus be praised, /

with Ceasarius, Zenas and Aristarchus, /

Mark, Silas, and Gaius, /

Quartus, Hermes and Asyncritus, /

Apollos and Cephas, Clement and Justus, /

Quartus, Erastus, Luke, Onesiphorus, Carpus, Evodias, /

Matthias and James, Urban and Aristobulus, //

Tychicus and Aristarchus.
Let us honor the honored preachers of God: Pudens, Herodion and Artemas, /

Philologus, Olympus and Rodion, /

Apelles and Amplias, Patrobus and Mark, /

Tertius and Thaddeus, the wondrous Epenetus, /

Achaius, Aquila, Lucius, Barnabas and Fortunatus, //

and glorious Apollos and Crispus.
Glory... Tone 3:

Splendid hath the past feast been and most glorious is the present day, /

for theron did the magi do homage to the Savior, /

and hereon a glorious servant hath baptized the Master.  /

Then piping shepherds, beholding the Lord, marveled; /

and now the voice of the Father //

hath proclaimed His only-begotten Son.
Both now... The Sunday Dogmatic theotokion in the tone of the week.

At the aposticha, the stichera of the resurrection; then:

Glory... Both now... Tone 6:
Christ the Truth, cometh to the Jordan to be baptized by John; /

and he saith unto Him: /

“It is I who must needs be baptized of Thee, /

and comest Thou to me?  /

I who am grass dare not touch the Fire!  /

Sanctify me, O Master, //

by Thy divine epiphany!”
Troparia: “O Theotokos and Virgin…” twice, and the troparion of the forefeast once:
Tone 4: Make ready, O Zebulon! / 
Adorn thyself, O Naphtali! / 
O River Jordan, leaping up, /
 receive thou the Master Who cometh to be baptized! / 
Rejoice, O Adam, with our first mother! / 
Hide not yourselves as ye did before in paradise; / 
for He that beheld you naked hath revealed Himself, / 
that He may clothe you in your primordial raiment. // 
Christ hath appeared, desiring to make all creation new!
Matins

At God is the Lord, the troparion of the resurrection, twice; then:

Glory… Tone 3:  O holy Apostles, / 

intercede with the merciful God, //

that He grant unto our souls forgiveness of offenses.

Both now… Tone 4: 
Make ready, O Zebulon! / 
Adorn thyself, O Naphtali! / 
O River Jordan, leaping up, /
 receive thou the Master Who cometh to be baptized! / 
Rejoice, O Adam, with our first mother! / 
Hide not yourselves as ye did before in paradise; / 
for He that beheld you naked hath revealed Himself, / 
that He may clothe you in your primordial raiment. // 
Christ hath appeared, desiring to make all creation new!

After the Kathisma: Sessional hymns from the Octoechos

Blessed are the blameless

The Evlogitaria 

Hypakoe, Hymns of Ascent, and Prokimenon in tone of the week

Matins Gospel 

“Having beheld the Resurrection;” Psalm 50; Glory: “Through the prayers of the Apostles,” Both now:  “Through the prayers of the Theotokos,”  “Have mercy on me, O God,”   “Jesus having risen…”   Then the Litany: “Save, O God, Thy people…”
On the canon:  
Resurrection                   
4              Glory to Thy Holy Resurrection, O Lord.

Theotokos                        
2              O Most Holy Theotokos, save us.

Forefeast                        
4              Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.

Apostles                           
4              Holy apostles, pray to God for us.

Irmos of the resurrectional canon.

Katavasia, The Lord mighty in battle.
After Ode III, the Kontakia & Ikoi of the Forefeast (In the streams of the Jordan) and of the Apostles (In hymns, O ye faithful); Sessional hymn of the Apostles (O unshakable pillars); G/N: Forefeast (Jesus, having been born)i
Tone 4:  In the streams of the Jordan today /

the Lord cried to John:  /

Be not afraid to baptize Me, /

for, I am come to save Adam, //

the first-fashioned man.

Ikos:  “I do not require thee to transgress the bounds of what is meet, O Baptist; I say not unto thee:  Tell Me what thou tellest the iniquitous, and what thou teachest sinners.  Only baptize Me in silence, awaiting those things which come through baptism; for it is for this cause that thou hast received a dignity which even the angels do not possess; for I have made thee greater than all the prophets.  Thus, not one of them beheld Me plainly, but only in images, shadows and reflections; but thou beheldest Me standing before thee.  For I am come to save Adam the first-created!” 

Tone 2: In hymns, O ye faithful, /

let us divinely praise the choir of the seventy disciples of Christ; /

for through them have we all learned to worship the indivisible Trinity.  //

And they remain beacons of the divine Faith.

Ikos: With sacred hymody, O ye faithful, let us together praise the choir of the seventy apostles: Stepehen, Prochorus, Silas and Nicanor, Mark, Matthias and Herodion, Crescens and Phlegon, Barnabas, Linus and Olympas, Ananias, Luke, and Asyncritus, and the rest; for thy remain beacons of the divine Faith.

Tone 3 [Sticheron Melody]:

O unshakable pillars of the Church, /

as ye are disciples of God, the foundations of piety, /

preserve it unharmed, dispelling the temptations of the deceiver, //

and ever entreating Christ God to grant us great mercy.
Glory… Both now… Tone 1:  Jesus, having been born of the Virgin Mary, /

was baptized of John in the Jordan; /

and the Spirit, seen in the form of a dove, descended upon Him.  /

Wherefore, with the angels the prophets said, crying aloud: /

Glory to Thine advent, O Christ!  /

Glory to Thy Kingdom!  /

Glory to Thy dispensation, //

O Thou Who alone lovest mankind!.
After Ode VI, the kontakion and ikos of the resurrection.

At Ode 9, More Honorable.
 
The Exapostilarion of the resurrection, then:

Glory… 

O all-praised apostles and disciples of the all-compassionate Christ, /

ye who beheld God: /

Fall not silent in your supplications in behalf of us /

who celebrate your memory with love, /

that we may find remission of sins and divine grace //

on the day of judgment.
Both now…
Make ready, O Zabulon!  /

Adorn thyself, O Naphtali!  /

Receive, O Jordan, the Creator and God of all, /

Who cometh to thee in the flesh, //

desiring to wash our sins away!
At the Praises, 8 stichera: 4 of the resurrection, and 4 of the forefeast:


Praise Him with timbrel and dance, * praise him with strings and flute.

Tone 2 [spec. mel.: "O house of Ephratha"]:

In the streams of the Jordan hast Thou appeared, /

O Effulgence of the glory of the Father, /

washing away by baptism //

the defilement of our souls.

Praise Him with tuneful cymbals, praise Him with cymbals of jubilation. * Let every breath praise the Lord.

O prophet John, receive thou the Deliverer of the world /

Who cometh like a servant, /

and baptize the Creator //

unto the renewal of mortals.

Therefore will I remember Thee * from the land of Jordan and Hermoniem.

Enlightenment is come!  Deliverance hath appeared!  /

Come ye to the Jordan, /

and let us descend together to be cleansed //

and to chant the hymns of the forefeast!

The waters saw Thee, O God, * the waters saw Thee and were afraid.

Today doth Christ grant the remission of salvation unto men, /

cleansing away the impurity from their souls //

by the fire of baptism.
Glory… and the Gospel sticheron 
Both now… “Most blessed art thou…”.
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