Presanctified Liturgy: Thursday in the 5th Week
HM Basil of Ancyra
Instead of the 18th Kathisma, we read the 12th Kathisma, in three parts.

Stichera at Lord I Have Cried
10 Stichera

Tone 8: 

Of mine own free will, through my first transgression I put off the beauty of the virtues; but through Thy loving self-abasement, O Word of God, I am clothed with beauty once again. For though I was defiled by grievous passions and thieves had left me wounded on the road, yet hast Thou not despised me; but Thou hast kept me safe by Thine almighty power, granting me Thine aid, O Lord most merciful.  Twice
O martyrs of the Lord, ye hallow every place and heal every ill : and now we entreat you to pray that our souls may be delivered from the snares of the enemy.

Tone 1: 

Nailed, O Lord, upon the Cross, with the divine spear Thou hast torn up the record of Adam's sin. Tear, then, to pieces my bonds, O Word, that I may offer Thee with joy and faith a sacrifice of praise: for I have come now to the acceptable season of the Fast, which Thou hast appointed for the salvation of al1.

Shining with the radiance of fasting, Moses once beheld the glory of God. Follow his example, O my humble soul, and with acts of abstinence and prayer serve Him who for thy sake stretched out His hands in love upon the Cross, granting thee a share in the divine gladness.

Tone 6:
We venerate Thy life-giving Cross, O Christ, on which Thou hast suffered in Thine ineffable and measureless love towards us. Our souls illumined by it, we praise Thee without ceasing, asking that we may complete the course of the Fast with good courage and in joy; and so may we attain, O Lord, and glorify Thy Passion, through which Thou hast saved us.

Tone 4 (Special Melody: “Called from on high…”):
Adorned with the vesture of the priesthood, / thou didst serve God like an angel, / offering sacrifice unto Him Who appeared in material flesh for our sake, / O Basil of great renown, / wherefore, thou wast slaughtered like a perfect lamb, / wast a pure sacrifice, / and hast now been offered up / upon the altar of heaven./ For which cause, with joyful voices / we ever call thee blessed, crying out to thee: / Pray thou unceasingly, // that our souls be saved!  Twice
When thy skin was flayed off / by the unjust judge, / thou didst endure pangs, / looking forward to an end without pain, O glorious one, / and to the honors prepared for those who suffer; / and, tempered in fire like steel, / thou becamest a well-forged sword of heaven, O most blessed one, / cutting down all the hosts of the enemy. / Wherefore, rejoicing, every nation of the pious / doth honor thee today, / O valiant minded athlete, // right glorious Basil.

Adorned with divine wounds, / bound, thou didst hasten from city to city, / thereby binding the tyrant / and setting aright the steps of thy feet; / and when thou didst enter the city of Caesarea, / wherein thou didst receive thy blessed end, / thou didst straightway ascend, crowned, / to the city of heaven. / And now thou standest / before God the King. / Him do thou entreat, // that He save and enlighten our souls.

Glory . . . Both now . . .: Theotokion, in the same tone and melody:
In that I have fallen, accursed, / into the abyss of many falls / through my despondency and slothfulness, wretch that I am, / I am now held fast by doubt and despair. / Be thou to me help and cleansing / and salvation, O all-pure one, / bestowing upon me most compassionate consolation. / Thee do I beseech, / and to thee do I pray; / and I fall down and cry out to thee with faith: / Let me not utterly become // a joy to the deceiver!

Prokimena and Old Testament Readings 
Tone 7:
Exalt ye the Lord our God and worship the footstool of His feet, for He is holy.

Reading from Genesis
Tone 6:
Sing with joy to the Lord, all the earth.

Reading from Proverbs
